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Islam degrades women?

Even though many aspects of Islam are
misunderstood by non-Muslims, the ignorance,
misinformation and incorrect assumptions that are made in
regards to Islam's weatment of women are probably the
most severe, Numerous verses of the Qur'an make it clear
that men and women are equal in the site of God,
According to the teachings of Islam, the only thing that
distinguishes people in the site of God is their level of God-
consciousness, Due to this, many people are surprised to
find out that Islamic Law guaranteed rights to women over
1400 years ago that women in the Europe and America only
obtained recently, For example, Islam clearly teaches thata
woman is a full-person under the law, and is the spiritual
equal of a male, Also, according to Islamic Law, women
have the right to own property, operate a business and
receive equal pay for equal work, Women are allowed totl
control of their wealth, they cannot be married against their
will and they are allowed t© keep their own name when
married, Additionally, they have the right to inherit property
and to have their marriage dissolved in the case of negect
or mistreatment, Also, Idam does not consider woman an
"evil temptress”, and thus does not blame woman for the
"original sin", Women in Islam participate in all forms of
worship that men participate in, Actually, the rights that
Islam gave to women over 1400 years ago were almost
unheard of in the West until the 1900s, Less than fifty vears
ago in England and America, a woman could not buy a
house or car without the co-signature of her father or
husband! Additonally, Idam gives great respect to women
and their role in society --- it gives them the right to own
property, marry who they want and many other rights, Also,
it should be mentioned that the Prophet Muhammad's
mission stopped many of the horrible practices in regards to

women that were present in the society of his time, For
example, the Qur'an put an end to the pagan Arab practice
of killing their baby daughters when they were bormn,
Additionally, Islam put restrictions on the unrestricted
polygamy of the Arabs of the time, and put many laws in
place to protect the well-being of women, Today, most of
the so-called reforms in the status of women came about
after the West abandoned religion for secularism, Even
those in the West who claim to follow the so-called "Judaeo-
Christian tradition" really follow the values of Western
liberalism- but just to a lesser degree than their more liberal
countrymen, If women in the Muslim World today don't
have their rights, it is not because Islam did not give them to
them. The problem is that in many places alien traditions
have come to overshadow the teachings of Idam, either

through ignorance or the impact of Colonialization,

CD PROJECT

International Muslim
Students Association of

Korea has decided to

make a cd in Korean
Language entitled ‘Life of
the Last Prophet’ written

by Yusuf [slam, We need

your finandial contribution, For further information

please send mail to muslim korea@ hanmail, net

Bank Information: Woori Bank, Account number: 214-
047841-12-001, To: Irfan Jamil
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Muslims are 6 MILLIONS IN FRANCE

on a 68 milion population, it represents : 10 %).
( pOp D

France has over 6,000 mosques, with capital Paris alone
having over 40 of them. This was disclosed here by Sheikh
Al-Saghir, the chairman of the Islamic Centre in Paris in an
interview t© the IINA, He said the number of Muslims in
France is steadily increasing, and that there is good response
to Islam among the
French people,adding
in Paris alone there
were over one lakh
Muslims,

Nowadays, one
thousand mosques are
said to operate in
France, almost all of

them built or

organized during the
past thirty years, Eight
of them, including the Great Mosque in Paris, are "cathedral
mosques,’ large monumental buildings with a capacity of
more than a thousand worshippers, A further hundred
mosques are quite large structures, with a capacity of several
hundred worshippers, The rest are small, accommodating

from thirty to one hundred worshippers,

Islam's Appeal to Non—Muslims

Some fifty thousand French
Muslims are said to be converts of
non-Muslim origin, Their numbers
include well-known intellectuals

and artists, including Ma urice Bejart,

the world-famous choreographer

Maurice Bejart

who has settled for a low-profile

brand of Sufism; and Roger

Garaudy, a former communist philosopher who is leader of
the Spain-based International Islamic Center, Quite a few
converts have achieved positions of leadership within
Islamic circles: Daniel-Youssouf Leclerc, the leader of the
strictly orthodox Sunni group Integrite and the only
European-born member of the World Islamic League's High
Council; Ali-Didier Bourg, the founder of the Islamic
University in Paris (a part-time seminary rather than a
university but still very influential); and Jacques-Yacoub

Roty, who was rumored in the eatly 1990s © be the next

head of the Great Mosque,

Formal conversion is only the most visible manifestation
of a much wider move toward Islam, For one, Islam (unlike
Judaism or Catholicism) does not insist on conversion in a

mixed marriage but makes do with the children's being
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raised as Mudims, And they are; a rather significant and
growing proporton of Muslim children in France were bom
of non-Mudim mothers or even of non-Muslim fathers,

Secondly, interest in Islam has become politically correct
in France, notwithstanding a very real concern about
fundamentalist Islam, In part, this reflects a maste for the
religioudy exotic that has been apparent in European and
American culture for well over a century, But today it fits
into a new paradigm: intellectuals, academics, even priests
are not supposed to see Islam as something worthy and
alien but as part of a common heritage. In great measure,
Islam has become a second religion in France: another non-
Christian faith and culture with inimate relevance for the
Christian world,

Why has the church succumbed to such syncretist trends?
Besancon draws a telling parallel with an earlier infatuation,
that with Marxism, Christianity may be so weak in
contemporary France (and probably throughout much of
Europe) that it must t© look to other religions, either the
apocalyptic church of Revolution or para-biblical Idam, to
rejuvenate and survive, Indeed, the Catholic Church is far
weaker in France today then it was in the heyday of
communism in the years after World War II, French
Catholics have over the years sought inspiration not just
from Islam but from a wide range of non-Catholic religions:
the study of Judaism, both Biblical and post-Biblical, is
encouraged, as well as the imitation of Jewish ritual;
Protestant revivalism has been cloned into the church as
"Pentecostal,’ "charismatic,” or Renouveau ("Renewal")
Catholicism; monasteries are remodeled after their Hindu or
Buddhist equivalents; yoga and Oriental mediation are
frequently fusioned with Christian prayer and other spiritual
exercises, But Islam asa role model is growing, for it offers
the best and closest example of a "living religion”: a religion

that appears quite close © Christianity in some terminology,

that serves the masses and the dites alike, and whose

adherents really believe in God and His law,

Islam has left Protestantism
and Judaism far behind and
is now the second religion of
France, The historian Alain
BesanCon has estimated that
given the meager rates of

France

churchgoing in
(below five percent), the
country now has more

Muslims than practicing Catholics, which means that Islam

may someday be the country's predominant religion if one

measures by the number of people who practice it

CAPTAIN JACQUES COUSTEAU

In France Islam has been

spreading at a high

velocity among people

who have made fame in I

i
various areas, The number i -
of people who have ‘: | E_ 1
abandoned Christianity : ‘\_W
- ¥ .

and chosen Islam have
reached one hundred
thousand already, This score has been confirmed by the
Archbishop of Paris, the highest Catholic rank in France,

Itis noteworthy that people who have preferred Islam are
not only from among workers and civil servants but also
from among people renowned in every respect,

Among people who have chosen Islam is Captain

Cousteau, whom the whole world closely knows for his
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explorations about life under water,

As the groundswell of embracing Islam was spreading
among France's universal celebrities, Captin Cousteau, the
world's most eminent undersea explorer, announced that by
accepting Idam he had made the most correct decision of

his life,

Captain Cousteau, who has revealed the secrets of oceans
one by one with the films that he made and which are being
televised wotld over in a program sub-headed The Living
Sea, said that what actually
prompted him to choose
the Islamic religion was,
after observing that the
waters of the Atlantc Ocean
and the Mediterranean did
not mix with each other, his
seeing that the same
phenomenon was written in
the Qur'an al-karim which
had been revealed fourteen
hundred years before, ]

Captain Cousteau wld of the event that had caused him to

become a Muslim, as follows:

"In 1962 German scientists said that the waters of the Red
Sea and the Indian Ocean did not mix with each other in the
Strait of Bab-ul-Mandab where the Aden Bay and the Red
Sea join, So we began to examine whether the waters of the
Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean mixed with each

-Islam is France's second religion.  (TIME, Monday, Jun. 12, 2000)
-in France, home to the largest Islamic community in Europe, an
effort is in full swing to separate the eternal message of Islam from
its medieval cultural baggage. (TIME, Sunday, November. 10, 2002)

-France creates Muslim council
French officials and Muslim leaders have agreed to the creation of the

other, First we analyzed the water in the Mediterranean to
find outits natural salinity and density, and the life it
contained, We repeated the same procedure in the Atlantic
Ocean, The two masses of water had been meeting each
other in the Gibraltar for thousands of years, Accordingly,
the two masses of water must have been mixing with each
other and they must have been sharing identical, or,atleast,
similar properties in salinity and density, On the contrary,
even at places where the two seas were closest to each
other, each mass of water preserved its properties, In other
words, at the point where the two seas met, a curtain of
water prevented the waters
belonging to the two seas
from mixing, When I told
Professor Maurice Bucaille
about this phenomenon, he
said that it was no surptise
and that it was written
clearly in Islam's Holy
Book, the Qur'an al-karim,
"He has let free the two
bodies of flowing water,
meeting together: Between
them is a Barrier which they
do not transgress: Then
which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? (Quran, 55:
19~21) Indeed, this fact was defined in a plain language in
the Qur'an al-karim, When I knew this, I believed in the fact
that the Qur'an al-karim was the "Word of Allah', 1 chose
Islam, the tue religion, The spiritual potency inherentin the
Islamic religion gave me the stength to endure the pain I

had been suffering for the loss of my son.”

first body to represent the country's five million Muslims - Europe's
largest community. The new body will be called the French Council for
the Muslim Religion, and will be the equivalent of the UK's Muslim
Council. (BBC News, 20 December, 2002)

An estimated five million Muslims live in France - making Islam the
country's second religion. There are about 1,600 mosques and
Muslim prayer halls in France. (BBC News , 17 January, 2003)
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27t AM(Monthly News)

A7t AAI(Monthly News)
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Seoul Central Masjid

Seoul Central Magjid established Quran, Hadis, Islamic
and Arabic classes for everyone, This kind of lectures will
be held every week regularly at Seoul Central Masjid,

Date: Every Wed nesday, 16:00~17:30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic

Lecturer: Abdul Rahman Lee

Date: Every Thusday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Hadith

Date: Every Friday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Basic Islamic Studies

Lecturer: Miss, Hiba

Date: Every Saturday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Quran
Lecturer: Ali

Address: Seoul Central Masjid
732-21, Hannam-dong, Yongsan-ku, Seoul

Astguth T o] Q1A BE 9| B2 o & 7| gt
ALY b
HE AHFA G2 018 E 27} 1562-10(561-832)
5} 1 (063) 2431483

Jeonju Masjid

Jeonju Masjid established Islamic lecture for everyone,
This kind of lecture will be hdd every week regularly at
Jeonju Masjid,

Date: Every afterasr praying,

Topic of Lecture: Basic Islamic Studies

Lecturer: Abdul Wahab Zaid

Address: 1567-10, 2-ga Inhu-dong,
Duk4in Gu, Chonju

AU o & o E0 9l o] ofu) Foll 4= ko] shl,
A oA 1Al Fek AR Adetai e, Balol

A7) &= w2 A Y2 ol 2] 421-9(413-813)
H3k:(031) 946-2110
Fax:(031) 946 2126

E-mail: pajumasjid@yahoo,com

Paju Masjid

Paju Masjid established Quran tafsir Quran lecture for
everyone, This kind of lecture will be held every week
regularly at Paju Masjid,

Date: Every Saturday after 1sha prayer

Topic of Lecturet Quran Tafsir

Date: Every Sunday (11:00 am)
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Topic of Lecture: Teaching Quran

VAL B EARE 30-1(609-811)
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® Date: Every Saturday, 17:00~18:30
Topic of Lecturet Arabic and Basic Islamic Studies
® Date: Every Sanday, 10:30-12:00
Topic of Lecture: Teaching Korean language for foreign
muslims
® Date: Every Sunday, 15:00-17:00
Topic of Lecture: English teaching for children
® Date: Every Sunday after Zuhur Prayer
Meeting of Indonesian mudims
Meeting of Bangladesh muslims
® Every last Saturday of month family climbing
Address: Busan Masijid

30-1 Namsan-dong, Kemjeoing-ku, Busan

A FE T A 48-A464-807)

FAEIN = g2 d el

Address: Kwangju Masjid
48-9 Yeokri Kongju-youb

3 1o AAHEY T

Kwangju-kun Kyung-do
Jummah Khutha startat 13:00

* oot A2d

7] £ SIOFA| ¢loFsE (18132
A3} (031) 4447757 430-828

Daily Program
-After Asr prayer Hadis lecture

-After Facr Prayer Teaching Quran

Weekly Program

-Every Saturday night at 10:15?11:00 pm, speech about
Islamic life

-Every Sunday after facr prayer ®aching how to prayer,

udu, azan etc,

Monthly Program

-Every month last saturday night,

- 9:00~9:30 pm, question-answer meeting
-10:15~11:15 pm, teaching Quran

- 11:15~11:35 pm, lecture about Islamic life
-Kiamul Lail(Salatul Tahazzut)

-Discussion about almighty Allah

-After Facr prayer teaching Quran

-After Zohr prayer hadis studies

-After Asr prayer discussion about Islam

Address: Anyang Masjid
618132, Anyang-5-dong, Anyang, Kyunggi-do

* K UA S H(Jeju Masjid)
A=Al =85 939 F3ten] A8 1215 3(690-802)
Azl (064) 7121215

* KH|OF OFAX|E 2 ADH
ol g A o
Bl Al EA 7
H3}:(053) 523-2171
JAMIA MASJID USMAN

ISLAMIC CENTER TAEGU

202-6, Chuk Chan-dong, Dal Seo-gu, Daegu
Tel: (053) 523-2171

4% 202-6HA]
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Question of Month

@ 20033 52 GHjAIZtE
(Timetable for Prayers May 2003)

Mayi Th 400| 538 |1229 | i6i6] 1920 | 2052
2 r 3 | 537 [1229 | 1616] 1921 [2053
3 Sa 357 | 53% [1229 | 1616 | 1922 | 2054
4 Su 3% | 5% 1229 | 1617] 1923 | 2056
= M 39 | w3 (1229 | 161/ 1924 | 205/
i3] Tu 33 538 (1229 | 161/ 1925 | 2058
/ W 32 53 11229 | 1618] 1926 | 2100
8 Th 349| 53 |1228 | 1617 ] 1926 |2100
9 F 348 | 5D 1228 | 1617 | 1927 | 2101

10 Sa 347 | 528 1228 | i617] 1928 |2103
i1 Su 345 | 527 |1228 | 1617] 1929 [2104
iz M 344 | 5% | 1228 | 1618| 1930 |2105
i3 Tu 343| 55 1228 | i618] 1931 |2107
4 W 341 | 524 1228 | 1618| 1932 | 2108
15 Th 340 | 523 1228 | 1618| 1933 | 2109
16 F 339 | 52 [1228 | 1618] 1933 [2110
17 Sa 3| 52 1228 | 1619 1934 |2112
i8 Su 33| 52 [1228 | 1619| 1935 | 21143
i9 M 335 | 5D 1228 | 1619] 1936 | 2114
20 Tu 33| 519 [1228 | 1619] 1937 |2115
21 W 33| 519 1229 | 1620 | 1938 | 2117
22 Th 332| 519 |1229 | 1620] 1939 |2119
23 F 331 18 | 1229 | 1621 1940 | 2120
24 Sa 330 D1/ [ 1229 | 1621 1941 | 2121
25  Su 3.9 16 [ 1229 | 1621 1942 | 2122
26 M 328 | 516 [ 1229 | 1621 1942 [2123
27 Tu 327 | 515 | 1229 | 1621 | 1943 |21.24
28 W 3:2% | 514 [1229 | 1621 | 1944 [2125
29 Th 325 514 [1229 ] 1621 1944 [2126
30 F 324 | 513 | 1229 | 1621 | 1945 |2127
31 Sa  324| 54 | 1230 | 1622] 1946 |2129
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This time table for Gyeonggi—do Frovince like Seou, Inchon, Anyang,
Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also, Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and
Jeollanam—do Provinces are same, But Busan city is & minutes before
this time and Jeju kland is about 2 minutes after this times. For further
more information, call nearest masque.

@ The direction of Qiblah in Korea approximately 260° Latitude West.
@ Adhan on Jumaah will be called at 13.00 0" clock.
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