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All praise is for Allah, and may His Peace and Blessings 
be upon His final Messenger and on his family and  
companions and those who follow him in righteousness 
until the last day. 

Islam is the way of life which all of the prophets practiced. 
That is because the fundamental message of all the 
prophets and messengers was one which was Tawheed, 
the exclusive worship of Allah (God) alone. As Muslims, it is 
our duty to invite and educate the people of the book (Jews 
and Christians). All the prophets were in reality Muslims, 
that is “Those who submit to God”. The final Messenger 
Muhammad was the last or seal of those prophets who 
were sent before him. Whoever is alive at the time of any 
of these prophets must follow that prophet. To give an 
example, someone who lived in the time of Moses must 
follow Moses and someone in the time of Jesus must 
follow Jesus. Therefore, someone in this time after the 
coming of the final Messenger Muhammad, must follow 
him. It is not a betrayal of Jesus, but the natural fulfilment 
of prophecy in recognizing the lineage of the prophets 
and messengers. Allah said (translation): “O People of the 
Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger to make 
clear to you [the religion] after a period [of suspension] 
of messengers, lest you say, “There came not to us any 
bringer of good tidings or a warner.” But there has come 
to you a bringer of good tidings and a warner. And Allah 
is over all things competent.” 5:19 

My Message
to the Christians
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My Message to the Christians

The aim of this small booklet is to invite Christians to 
investigate Islam for themselves and therefore, I have 
avoided topics such as pointing out contradictions in the 
Bible in order to keep the focus on parallel terms and 
to keep alive the spirit of unbiased analysis of the truth 
based on logic, fairness and objectivity. 

I do however stand unapologetical regarding the proofs 
and what they show in relation to Islam, Christianity and the 
clear contamination of the true message of Jesus in light 
of Paul and the new religion which he introduced to the 
Romans and what most of the western world eventually 
embraced from these new teachings.

In reality, there are many similarities between Muslims 
and Christians. Some of these include belief in a supreme 
Creator, belief in the prophets, angels, paradise and hell-
fire, a day of resurrection etc. The main and most important 
differences between the Muslims and those who call 
themselves Christians revolve around two issues. One of 
them is regarding the role of Jesus. To Muslims he was a 
great and noble prophet, and we believe that he will come 
on earth again at the end of time to kill the false Messiah 
“Ad Dajjaal”. Christians believe him to be the “begotten” 
son of God himself and an intermediary and incarnate of 
the “father” or supreme god in a “trinity”.

The second major issue is that of the coming of another 
prophet after Jesus who was Muhammad. Christians believe 
in all of the past prophets, but they do not accept that 
Muhammad was the final messenger that came after Jesus 
although the coming of another prophet was mentioned 
in the Bible.

Christians are close to Muslims for another reason which 
is that a Christian, in general is not arrogant and stubborn, 
which is a far cry from other nations who are opposed to 
the message of Islam. This reality is mentioned in the Quran.  
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My Message to the Christians

The quotation of verses of the Bible is not a recognition 
of it being the “word of God”. These quotes are given when 
measured with what the Quran and the statements of 
the Prophet Muhammed and the scholars of Islam have 
mentioned and therefore quoting them on one hand is to 
show similarities between Islam and Christianity and also 
to disprove the false teachings that latter day believers 
in Jesus have been made to believe. If one studies the 
message of Jesus and the prophets and messengers 
who came before him, it becomes clear that a deviation 
occurred in the teachings that were added on after his 
departure and that these are at odds with what he taught. 
The message that was projected onto Jesus’s teachings 
by Paul and later spread through Europe by Constantine 
as the “official” message of Jesus is in stark contrast to 
what the very texts of the Bible actually teach. I hope that 
this small work will be a source of clarity and guidance for 

     
        

         
      

 

“You will surely find the most intense of the people 
in animosity toward the believers [to be] the Jews 
and those who associate others with Allah; and 
you will find the nearest of them in affection to 
the believers those who say, “We are Christians.” 
That is because among them are priests and monks 

and because they are not arrogant.” 5:82
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Who is Allah?

those who are searching for purpose in this life and that 
it will shed light on the actual relationship between the 
message of Islam and the true message of Jesus Peace be 
upon him. I have used interchangeably the word “God’ and 
“Allah” to refer to the Creator and have explained briefly 
the meaning of this name “Allah” as being the name of 
God in the Arabic language.

“[He is] Creator of the heavens and the earth. 
He has made for you from yourselves, mates, 
and among the cattle, mates; He multiplies you 
thereby. There is nothing like unto Him, and He 

is the Hearing, the Seeing.” 42:11

Who is Allah?

   
       

      

The Arabic word Allah literally means “The God”. Muslims 
understand Allah to be the proper name for the Creator. 
God is called Allah in the Qur’an. There are other names 
that this supreme Creator is known by, but Allah is the 
most common of these and the most widely used. Allah 
is not a man and is not seen in this life. Even though the 
masculine pronoun “He” is used, this is a linguistic limitation 
as gender is by nature limited and Allah is beyond all such 
limitations. Allah said about Himself in the Holy Quran:
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Who is Allah?

This verse clarifies the fact that there is nothing similar to 
Allah. Nothing that can be seen or imagined is He. He is 
with His creation by His knowledge but not His presence. 
He is above the heavens and sits on a throne in a manner 
befitting His majesty. Allah said:

“And He is the subjugator over His servants. And 
He is the Wise, the Aware”. 6:18

       

“And do not debate with the People of the Book, 
unless in the best of manners, but not with 
those who are unjust, and say: “We believe in 
the Revelation that has come down to us and in 
that which has come down to you; Our God and 
your God is One, and to Him do we wholly give 

ourselves.” (Qur’an 29:46)

       
         

      

We know Him through His signs such as the creation 
around us and the order and perfection of the creation as 
well as what we are informed about through His Book and 
the statements of His Messenger Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم Allah is 
the same God that was worshipped by all of the prophets 
and messengers. He is the God worshipped by Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. Allah said:
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What is Islam?

Firstly, I will start with a definition of what Islam is: The 
word which means submission, humbling oneself, obeying 
the commands of God and heeding His prohibitions without 
objection. It necessitates sincerely worshipping Allah alone, 
believing what He tells us and having faith in Him. The word 
Islam is mentioned in the Holy Quran as the name of the 
religion which was brought by the Prophet Muhammad.

In another verse, Allah said:

In addition, the one who submits to God in Islam is called 
a Muslim. This name is not based on the name of any 
being but a description of the state of being.

“This day I have perfected for you your religion 
and completed My favor upon you and have 

approved for you Islām as religion”. 5:3

What is Islam?

             

      

Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islām.” 
3:19
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What is Islam?

In reality, Islam is not a “religion” as this term is understood 
meaning a set of rituals that are followed without real 
meaning or understanding, but a way of life that is 
structured around worship and action. A Muslim follows 
the guidance of the last and final messenger Muhammad 
found in the revelation given to him “The Holy Quran” as 
well as the authentic statements that are recorded and 
passed on from him which is known as the “Sunnah”. Every 
nation follows the prophet that comes in their time. One 
of the major differences between Islam and the message 
of the prophets who preceded is that they were sent 
to specific nations whereas Muhammad was sent with a 
message for all of mankind. With the world today being 
like a so called ‘global village’ we can see the suitability 
of Islam for the age that we live in. 

The Prophet may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 
him said: “I have been given upon five (things) which were 
not consented to anyone before me: Every Prophet was 
sent specifically to his own people, whereas I have been 
sent to every red and black, the spoils of war have been 
made lawful for me, and these were never made lawful to 
anyone before me, and the earth has been made sacred 
and pure and a place of prostration for me, so whenever 
the time of prayer comes for any one of you he should pray 
wherever he is, and I have been supported by awe  from 
the distance (which one takes) one month to cover and I 
have been granted intercession.” Sahih Muslim (Kitaab Al 
Massajid wa mawaadhi’a Al Salaah page 236).

(We believe in Allah, and bear witness that we 
are Muslims (i.e. we submit to Allah)) (3:52) 
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What is Islam?

In addition, he was the last and final messenger as 
established by the following verse of the Qur’an:

It is incumbent on those who hear the Message of Islam 
to believe and follow it since it is the final message to all 
of mankind and it is a clear and easy path to follow based 
on evidence and clear reasoning. This reality is further 
emphasized by the Prophet Muhammed himself when he 
said: “By the One in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, 
there is none from this Ummah, whether Jew or Christian, 
who hears of me and then dies without having believed 
in what I was sent with except he will be of the dwellers 
of Hellfire.” Muslim (153)

As mentioned before, Islam is a complete way of life 
where every action that the Muslim does, is to seek the 
pleasure of God. We find in the Quran the statement of 
Allah: 

“Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of 
your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and 
seal [i.e., last] of the prophets. And ever is Allah, 

of all things, Knowing.” 33:40

            
       

Say, “Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my 
living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the 

worlds. 6:162
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What is Islam?

There are five fundamental “pillars” which every Muslim 
must practice. These are: The Shahadah, prayer, zakah, 
fasting the month of Ramadhan and hajj.

 The “shahadah” is a statement of faith that one utters 
with belief in order to become a Muslim. The profession 
of faith is the first pillar of Islam. A Muslim bears witness 
to the oneness of God by reciting the creed,

“There is no true God worthy of worship but God and 
Muhammad is the last and final Messenger of God.”

The second pillar is prayer. The five prayers are performed 
daily at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and evening. 
In addition, there is a congregational prayer that is done 
on Friday.

Zakah is an obligatory act of paying fixed proportions of 
a Muslim’s wealth which he has saved over the period of 
a year. It is equal to 2.5% of an individual’s total net worth, 
excluding obligations and family expenses. 

Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan which is the 
ninth month in the Islamic calendar is the fourth pillar of 
Islam. A Muslim must abstain from food, drink and sexual 
relations with his wife from dawn to dusk. Fasting is an 
exercise in self-control which brings one closer to his 
Creator by obeying Him in addition to helping one to be 
sensitive to the sufferings of the poor.

Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. It is to make the pilgrimage 
to Makkah. It is to be performed at least once for those 
who are able to make it. A pilgrim follows the order of the 
ritual that the Prophet Muhammad performed during his 
last pilgrimage.



11

What is Islam?

In addition, all actions that a Muslim does from good 
deeds are a part of completing and perfecting good 
character. Allah said: 

Purifying the nations includes perfecting their character, 
teaching what is good and warning against what is harmful 
to mankind and disliked by the Creator. This is why the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, 
said: “I have been sent to perfect good character.” Al-
Muwaṭṭa’ 1614 In another narration he said: “I have only 
been sent to perfect good moral character.” Narrated by 
al-Bukhaari in al-Adab al-Mufrad 273

“It is He who has sent amongst the unlettered 
people a Messenger from among themselves, to 
rehearse to them His Signs, to purify them, and 
to instruct them in the scripture and wisdom, 
although they had been, before, in manifest 

error.” 62:2
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Concept of God in Islam and Christianity

The concept of God in the Quran is very clear.

Allah is comparative to Eloh, a Semitic term found in the 
divine scriptures revealed to the prophets who preceded.  
Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews also use the word 
“Allah” in reference to God. The root of these various 
“religions” all goes back to the fundamental message of 
“tawheed,” the concept of the oneness of God.

The Qur’an, contains many verses describing the nature 
of God as well as the role of human beings and their 
relationship with God. I will quote here a few of these verses 
from the Quran and then compare the concept of tawheed 
as mentioned in the Bible free from the interferences of 
Paul. Allah says:

The Quran reminds us that Allah cannot be seen in this world.

“Say: He is Allah, (who is) One” “Allah, the 
Eternal Refuge “He neither begets nor is born” 
“Nor is there to Him any equivalent” 112:1

Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] 
vision; and He is the Subtle, the Acquainted. 6:103

Concept of God in
Islam and Christianity
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Concept of God in Islam and Christianity

This verse is similar in meaning from what we see 
mentioned in the Bible, which is that God cannot be seen 
in this life. This teaches us that the greatness of God is 
such that the human eye  is unable to grasp the supreme 
nature of the Creator. How then can he be humanized 
as Paul later taught? The following text from the Bible 
conforms to this concept of the invisible nature of the 
Creator.

 • “And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of 
Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor 
seen His form”. John 5:37 New King James Version

The Bible also testifies to the fact that God is “One”, 
similar to what we find emphasized over and over in the 
Quran and in the statements of the Prophet Muhammad. 
The following are some clear examples of this:

 • “Jesus answered him, “The first of all the 
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, 
the LORD is one.” Mark 12:29

 • “To you it was shown, that you might know that the 
Lord Himself is God; there is none other besides Him,” 
Deuteronomy 4:35

 • “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is One.” 
Deuteronomy 6:4

 • “You believe that God is one. Good for you! Even the 
demons believe that and shudder”. James 2:19

 • “For You are great and perform wonders; You alone 
are God”. Psalm 86:10

Muslims believe that God has no partners or associates 
who share in His divinity or authority and that God is 
transcendent, unlike His creation, and thus has no physical 
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Concept of God in Islam and Christianity

form, nor is God believed to exist in (or be represented 
by) any material object. A number of divine attributes or 
“names,” which serve to describe God, are found in the 
Qur’an. Some commonly known attributes include the Most 
Merciful, the Most Forgiving, the Most High, the Unique 
and the Everlasting, among others.

 He is One and supreme with no partners. In the Islamic 
concept, ascribing partners in worship with Allah is the 
greatest of sins. Allah says:

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with 
Him, but He forgives what is less than that for 
whom He wills. And he who associates others 
with Allah has certainly fabricated a tremendous 

sin”. 4:48
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Where does the word Christianity come from?

One of the issues that must be mentioned here is the 
term “Christians”. Were the disciples or the followers of 
Jesus known as Christians? The Bible tells us that this 
term was first used by Paul and is derived from the Greek 
word “Christos” or “anointed.” This term therefore is an 
innovation that was later introduced into the Bible and took 
root with the adoption of this “new” faith by the emperor 
Constantine. 

“And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled 
themselves with the church, and taught much people. And 
the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” Acts 
11:26, KJV

In other versions it says: (It was at Antioch that the believers 
were first called Christians.)

The Quran refers to the followers of Jesus as “Nasaara” a 
reference to the town of Nazareth. There is much reference 
in the Qur’an about the term “Christian” and the way that 
Abraham followed as there was a debate about the path 
of Abraham between the Jews and the Christians with 
each party claiming that their way is the way of Abraham. 
The Quran teaches us that Abraham was neither a Jew or 
a Christian but a follower of the way of the prophets who 
came before and that he was “Hanif” one who followed 
the guidance of God alone and one who did not make 
partners with Him in worship. The following verses show 
with no uncertainty that Judaism and Christianity were not 
the names of any religion preceding Islam but that the 
prophets such as Abraham and Jesus did not start any 
religion called Judaism or Christianity.

Where does the word
Christianity come from?
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Where does the word Christianity come from?

Ibn Kathir mentions in his commentary of the verse:

“Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and 
Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants were Jews 
or Christians? Say, “Are you more knowing or is 
Allah?” And who is more unjust than one who 
conceals a testimony he has from Allah? And 
Allah is not unaware of what you do”. 2:140

“And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then you 
will be guided.’’ Say (to them O Muhammad), 
“Nay, (we follow) only the religion of Ibrahim, 
Hanif (Islamic Monotheism), and he was not 
of Al-Mushrikin (those who worshipped others 

along with Allah).” 2:135
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Where does the word Christianity come from?

“Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn `Abbas said 
that `Abdullah bin Suriya Al-A`war said to the Messenger 
of Allah, “The guidance is only what we (Jews) follow. 
Therefore, follow us, O Muhammad, and you will be rightly 
guided.’’ Also, the Christians said similarly, so Allah revealed,

Allah’s statement,

means, “We do not need the Judaism or Christianity that 
you call us to, rather,

meaning, on the straight path, as Muhammad bin Ka`b 
Al-Qurazi and `Isa bin Jariyah stated. Also, Abu Qilabah 
said, “The Hanif is what the Messengers, from beginning 
to end, believed in.’’ Tafseer Ibn Kathir Vol. 1 pg. 265-267

(Say (to them O Muhammad), “Nay, (we follow) 
only the religion of Ibrahim, Hanif )

“we follow) only the religion of Ibrahim, (Hanif )”

         

(And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then you will 
be guided.’’)
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Middle Way of Islam

Although Islam is the final message from God to all of 
mankind, a careful study reveals that it is a balanced way 
in all aspects of belief and legislation. A hidden reality 
that many do not realize and another of the reasons for 
the closeness of Islam to Christianity is that the creed of 
the Muslim is balanced when it comes to Jesus and his 
mother Mary may Allah be pleased with them both. Islam 
is balanced in the view that is presented about Jesus. He is 
held in the highest respect and mentioned more times in 
the Quran than the Prophet Muhammed himself. Chapter 
19 of the Quran is called “Mary”. In this chapter the birth 
of the Prophet Jesus is mentioned in detail and Mary is 
absolved of any wrong doing while the extreme view of 
the Jews is that her son Jesus could not be a true prophet 
sent by God. Allah said:

“Then she brought him to her people, carrying him. 
They said, “O Mary, you have certainly done a 

thing unprecedented”.

“O sister [i.e., descendant] of Aaron, your father was 
not a man of evil, nor was your mother unchaste.” 

19:27-28

Middle Way of Islam
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Who was Jesus?

We also believe in Jesus, while he is rejected by the Jews 
as a false prophet and an attempt was even made by them 
to eliminate him by crucifixion. Allah said about this:

“And they [i.e., the disbelievers] planned, but Allah 
planned. And Allah is the best of planners”. 3:54

Jesus, the Christ (peace be upon him) is one of the 
strong-willed Prophets. He was the last prophet sent 
to the Israelites.

He was Jesus, son of Mary, daughter of `Imran. 
`Imran was one of the grandsons of the Prophet 
David (peace be upon him).

Mary (peace be upon her) became pregnant with 
the baby Jesus while she was a virgin. She had a 
miraculous birth as mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.

He was given revelation from Allah. “And in their 
footsteps, We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming 
the Law that had come before him: We sent him 
the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, and 
confirmation of the Law that had come before him: 
a guidance and an admonition to those who fear 
Allah.”  5:46

His mission was established and a group of the 
Israelites eventually believed in him, but most 
rejected him. The disciples 

         

Who was Jesus?
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Who was Jesus?

were some of the people who believed and accompanied 
him. There were twelve of them.

He kept on declaring his message, arguing with the 
disbelieving people and inviting them to Allah, the Almighty. 
He called to goodness while showing the falsehood of 
their beliefs and exposing their hypocrisy. Eventually, 
they became angry and plotted to kill him. The senior 
Jewish rabbis met together and they agreed on killing 
and crucifying him the way they did when they sentenced 
someone to death. Jesus (peace be upon him) knew their 
intention, so he escaped from them and went with his 
disciples to their meeting place. One of the people who 
knew the place, took the people to him but when they 
entered, Allah gave the betraying disciple the appearance 
of Jesus. They took him and crucified him believing that 
he was the Christ. Allah made Jesus (peace be upon him) 
ascend to heaven. “That they said (in boast), ‘We killed 
Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah, but 
they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made 
to appear to them, and those who differ therein are full of 
doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture 
to follow, for of a surety they killed him not:- Nay, Allah 
raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, 
Wise.“ 4:157-158.

The descent of Jesus (peace be upon him) will be one of 
the major signs of the Day of Resurrection. The fact that 
Jesus was born miraculously does not make him God. The 
term “Son of God” should not be taken to mean that he was 
an intermediary between us and God. This way of address 
is used many times in the Bible and this proves that it was 
not a title specific for Jesus (Peace be upon him). One such 
verse shows this clearly: “And it came to pass, that, as he 
was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his 
disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples. And he said unto them, When ye pray,



21

Birth of Jesus in the Qur’an

say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in 
earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil”. 
Luke 1:1-4

Another verse, this time in the Gospel of Matthew teaches 
that the term “Father” in reference to God is not unique 
to Jesus. “And call no man your father upon the earth: for 
one is your Father, which is in heaven”. Matthew 23:9

The Qur’an affirms that Jesus of Nazareth was a true 
prophet of God. His birth is mentioned in great detail 
and he was one of the five major prophets referred to as 
“Ulul ‘Azm” which can be translated as “Arch-Prophets” 
or “Prophets of strong will.” This term is mentioned in the 
following verse:

Allah, the Almighty says: “Therefore be patient 
(O Muhammad) as did the Messengers of strong 
will and be in no haste about them (disbelievers).” 

46:35

         
           

             

Birth of Jesus in the Qur’an
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Birth of Jesus in the Qur’an

The narration of the story of the birth of Jesus begins 
when the Angel Gabriel approaches Mary in her sacred 
quarters in Bayt Al-Maqdis, (Jerusalem). She was startled 
and afraid because she was a chaste woman who did not 
have any encounter with men. Allah said:

“And she took, in seclusion from them, a screen. Then 
We sent to her Our Angel, and he represented himself to 
her as a well-proportioned man. She said, “Indeed, I seek 
refuge in the Most Merciful from you, [so leave me], if you 
should be fearing of God.”19:17-18

The Angel tried to comfort her by informing her that he 
was in fact an Angel sent from God and telling her of the 
high status that she had with her Lord.

“And [mention] when the angels said, “O Mary, indeed God 
has chosen you and purified you and chosen you above 
the women of the worlds.” 3:42

This is also mentioned in the Bible: “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” 
the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God!” 
Luke 1:30

The Angel Gabriel then gives Mary the glad tidings of a 
new-born child.

Allah said: “He said, “I am only the messenger of your 
Lord to give you [news of] a pure boy.” 19:19

In another verse, this time in chapter 5, Al ‘Imraan, Allah 
said (translation): “And mention when the angels said, “O 
Mary, indeed God gives you good tidings of a word from 
Him, whose name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of 
Mary – distinguished in this world and the Hereafter and 
among those brought near to God.” 3:45
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Jesus foretells the prophet to come after him

One of the issues that needs to be emphasized is that 
Jesus spoke or foretold of a prophet to come after him 
This is mentioned in the Quran:

One such statement from the Bible which acknowledges 
this is what is mentioned in John 14:15-16 “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and 
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever.” John 14:15–16 — King James Version 
(KJV 1900)

In other versions the word comforter is not used, but 
instead “Advocate” as in the “New Living Translation”. Yet 
another version, this time the New King James version, 
we find the same verse using the word “Helper”.

Jesus foretells the prophet
to come after him

            
            

          

Allah, the Almighty says: “Jesus, the son of Mary, 
said: “O Children of Israel! I am the apostle of 
Allah (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which 
came) before me, and giving Glad Tidings of a 
Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be 
Ahmad.” But when he came to them with Clear 
Signs, they said, “this is evident sorcery!” 61: 6.
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Clarification of a Doubt

It is interesting that the verse of the Qur’an mentions 
“confirming the Law” in relation to the statement that 
the Bible ascribes to Jesus. The biblical verse references 
“keep my commands”, an obvious reference to this very 
same “Law”.

In the Holman Christian Bible, the word “Counselor” is 
used. This all begs the question as to why one verse was 
interpreted with such a variety of terms? 

One of the doubts that is hurled against the Prophet 
Muhammad is that he stole from the previous books, 
namely the Gospels and the Torah (Old Testament) in order 
to “author” the Qur’an. The proof that is used by those 
who say this is that the Prophet met Christians who taught 
him from these books. This claim is easily refuted from a 
number of angles.

Firstly, the prophet Muhammad was unread so it is 
impossible that he could have studied and written all of 
the information contained in the Quran about Jesus and 
his message.

Secondly, his encounters with Christians in the Arabian 
Peninsula were very brief. I will recall in detail three 
incidents in which he had such encounters with those 
who followed the message of Jesus and comment on 
their authenticity while analysing the possibility of study 
or exchange of information.

Clarification of a Doubt
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His encounter with Bahira the Monk.

The earliest encounter that the Prophet had with a 
follower of Christ was what is reported in the incident of 
the Prophet’s journey with his uncle Abu Taalib on a trade 
journey to Syria and their encounter with a monk named 
Bahira.

“When Muhammad was about 12 years old, he 
accompanied his uncle Abu Talib on a trade journey to 
Syria (which was a part of the region known as ‘Sham’). 
In a place called Busra a very interesting incident took 
place, which caused Abu Talib to return with Muhammad 
to Makkah. On their trade journey they met a Christian 
monk by the name of Bahira, who lived a simple life in 
a monastery which contained ancient sacred texts that 
were not available anywhere else. Bahira had very simple 
provisions and lived a harsh life, surviving on the bare 
essentials. His diet was very simple and the clothes he 
wore were also coarse and well worn. He was looking 
outside and caught sight of a caravan approaching. His 
residence was on the main caravan route and he regularly 
saw caravans passing by, carrying different goods destined 
to be sold in the great markets of Syria.

He noticed that this caravan was different; there was 
something special about it. He decided to invite the people 
to a meal and find out more. Bahira sent a message to 
the caravan that his hospitality was extended to all the 
members of the caravan. The caravan traders accepted 
the invitation and arrived at the monk’s place.

When they arrived, Bahira searched their faces looking 
for something. He said that he had offered his hospitality 
to everyone, was there anyone left behind? They said that 

His encounter with
Bahira the Monk
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His encounter with Bahira the Monk.

they had left a young boy called Muhammad to look after 
the camels. Bahira insisted that they send someone to get 
Muhammad and bring him to the entertainment.

When Bahira saw the face of Muhammad, he was 
delighted for he was aware from the scriptures of the 
arrival of a mighty prophet and he could see the signs on 
the young boy. He asked him a series of questions such 
as how he sleeps, what does he see when he sleeps, 
what he thinks about and what he does all day. The young 
Muhammad answered truthfully which convinced Bahira 
of who he was.

After the food, Bahira approached Abu Taalib and asked 
him of his relationship to Muhammad. Abu Taalib initially 
replied saying that he was his son upon which Bahira 
remarked that that could not be possible upon which Abu 
Taalib confirmed that he was in fact his nephew. Bahira 
revealed to Abu Taalib that Muhammad would be a great 
prophet one day. He said that when he had seen the 
caravan in the distance there was a cloud hanging over 
them, which was shading them from the great heat of the 
desert. When the caravan had stopped under a tree the 
cloud had also stopped above them.

Bahira said that he had seen the stones and the trees 
prostrating to Muhammad as he had been walking by. 
They only do this for a prophet of Allah. He looked at  
Muhammad’s back and noticed the seal of the prophets, 
which was an oval shape protruding just below Muhammad’s 
shoulder blades. He said that this was one of the signs of 
a great prophet to come that was taught to them in their 
books.

Bahira said, “This is the master of all humans, Allah will 
send him with a message which would be a mercy to all 
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His encounter with Bahira the Monk.

people”. Bahira advised that Muhammad should be taken 
back to Makkah at once because if the Jews found out 
about Muhammad, they would try to kill him. Abu Taalib 
took the advice of this wise old monk and sent Muhammad 
back with some of the guides”.

Dalaail an Nubuwwah; Abu Na’eem al Asbahaani pg. 109-
112

The scholars differ as to the authenticity of this story. From 
those who hold that it is not authentic are A Dhahabi, Abul 
Hasan an Nadwi and others, but the majority such as Abu 
Ishaq, Ibn Sa’ad, Abu Nu’aym, Al Bayhaqi, Ibn ‘Abdul Barra 
and others hold that it is authentic. Whatever the case, 
it is a proof that some would use to try to claim that the 
Prophet learnt about Christianity from people who were 
Christians and then used this knowledge to form a new 
religion called Islam.

However, it would not be logical or reasonable to adopt 
such an idea as the Prophet was much too young to gain 
such vast knowledge and the conversation between him 
and the monk was not extensive.
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The Second incident 

The second occasion where there was a meeting with 
the Prophet and Christians was the visit of the Prophet’s 
wife Khadija to her cousin Waraqa bin Nawfal soon after 
the Prophet first received revelation. The purpose of this 
visit was to get an opinion from someone who had studied 
the previous scriptures to see if he could explain to them 
what he thought had occurred.

“She set out with Muhammad (SAW) to her cousin, Waraqa 
ibn Naufal bin Asad bin Abdul Uzza, who was old and blind 
and familiar with the scriptures of the Jews and Christians. 
“Listen to the story of your nephew, O my cousin!” Khadijah 
(may Allah be pleased with her) said: “O my nephew! 
What have you seen?” Waraqa asked Muhammad. When 
Muhammad recounted what had happened to him, Waraqa 
replied: “This is Namus (i.e., the Angel who is entrusted 
with Divine Secrets) that Allah sent to Moses. I wish I 
were younger. I wish I could live up to the time where 
your people would turn you out.” Muhammad asked, “Will 
they drive me out?” Waraqa answered in the affirmative: 
“Anyone who came with something similar to what you 
have brought was treated with hostility; and if I should be 
alive ‘till that day, then I would support you strongly. ”The 
Sealed Nectar; Mubarakpuri pgs. 60-61

Waraqa died a few days later, so there was no time to 
learn much. therefore that argument is easily refuted

The Second incident
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The Third Encounter

“Ibn Is-haaq said, ‘Muhammad ibn Jạfar ibn Az-Zubayr 
narrated that the (Najraan) delegation came to the 
Messenger of Allaah, in Madeenah and entered his masjid 
wearing robes and garments after he had prayed the ̣Asr 
prayer. They accompanied a caravan of camels led by Bani 
Al-Haarith ibn Kạb. The Companions of the Messenger of 
Allaah who saw them said that they never saw a delegation 
like them after that. When their time of worship came, they 
stood up to perform their worship in the Prophet’s masjid. 
He, sallallaahu ̣alayhi wa sallam, said, ‘Let them (worship),’ 
and they prayed towards the east.‘”

Al Misbaah al Muneer fee Tahdheeb Tafseer Ibn Katheer; 
pg. 222-223

There is a difference of opinion about the authenticity of 
this incident but what is certain is that it was no opportunity 
for the Prophet to learn anything from these Christians as 
his mission had long since begun. This incident supposedly 
occurred in the tenth year after the Hijra and much of the 
Qur’an had already been revealed.

The Third Encounter
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Jesus was a man not God

The Quran is very clear that Jesus was not God by showing 
that he had needs like other human beings. Having such 
needs is the antithesis of God because He is free of all 
needs. Allah says in the Holy Quran:

This reality is also supported by the Bible. We read in 
Mark 11:12 “Now the next day, when they had come out of 
Bethany. He was hungry.”

Another verse which may support this is the statement 
“So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good but One, that is God.” Mark 10:18

Another such verse shows that Jesus got thirsty. In John 
4:4 we read: “A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.”

The Messiah, son of Mary, was not but a messenger; 
[other] messengers have passed on before him. And 
his mother was a supporter of truth. They both used 
to eat food. Look how We make clear to them the 

signs; then look how they are deluded. 5:75

           ﴾
            

     

Jesus was a man not God
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Belief in The Prophets and Messengers

Belief in ALL of the prophets and messengers is one of 
the fundamental pillars of Islam. We believe that the first 
of them was Adam and the last and final of them was 
Muhammad. Anyone who denies any of these prophets 
or messengers is outside of the fold of Islam. This shows 
that Islam is not a new religion but rather the continuation 
and fulfilment of the previous missions of those who were 
sent because they were all sent by the same Creator. Their 
mission was also one, being the worship of the one true 
God and the abandonment of taking other gods in worship 
besides Him.

Islam did not come to abrogate the previous Messages of 
Allah, but rather to renew and perfect them. The Prophet 

“Say, [O believers], “We have believed in Allah 
and what has been revealed to us and what has 
been revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac 
and Jacob and the Descendants [al-Asbāt]1 and 
what was given to Moses and Jesus and what was 
given to the prophets from their Lord. We make 
no distinction between any of them, and we are 

Muslims [in submission] to Him.” 2:136

Belief in The Prophets and Messengers
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Belief in The Prophets and Messengers

said on the authority of Abu Hurayra: “My similitude in 
comparison with the other Prophets before me is that of a 
man who has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for 
a place of one brick in a corner. The people go round about 
it and wonder at its beauty, but say: “Would that this brick 
be put in its place!” So I am the last (final) of the Prophets.” 
Al-Bukhari (3342), Muslim 22, (2286) 

In another authentic narration, he said: “I have the best 
claim to ‘Isa, son of Mariam, among the whole of mankind 
in this worldly life and the next life. Prophets are brothers in 
faith, having different mothers. Their religion is one but their 
mothers are different.” Sahih Bukhari (3259) Sahih Muslim 
143-(2365).

In addition, the Muslim must believe that Jesus will come 
back again on earth. His mission will be to kill the “False 
Messiah” Ad Dajaal. We do not believe that he was crucified. 
Allah said:

“And [for] their saying, “Indeed, we have killed 
the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary, the messenger 
of Allah.” And they did not kill him, nor did they 
crucify him; but [another] was made to resemble 
him to them. And indeed, those who differ over 
it are in doubt about it. They have no knowledge 
of it except the following of assumption. And they 

did not kill him, for certain.” 4:157
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Who was Abraham?

One of the slogans that we hear a lot today is the 
“Abrahamic Faith” mantra. The Qur’an is very clear about 
Abraham and who he was. Ibn Kathir talks about this is 
his famous book of commentary:

“Allah censures the Jews and Christians for their dispute 
with Muslims over Ibrahim Al-Khalil and the claim each 
group made that he was one of them. Muhammad bin Ishaq 
bin Yasar reported that Ibn `Abbas said, “The Christians of 
Najran and Jewish rabbis gathered before the Messenger of 
Allah and disputed in front of him. The rabbis said, `Ibrahim 
was certainly Jewish.’ The Christians said, `Certainly, Ibrahim 
was Christian,’ so Allah sent down,

meaning, `How is it that you, Jews, claim that Ibrahim 
was a Jew, although he lived before Allah sent down the 
Tawrah to Musa How is it that you, Christians, claim that 
Ibrahim was Christian, although Christianity came after his 
time’’ This is why Allah said:

Who was Abraham?

“O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! 
Why do you dispute about Ibrahim,” (3:65) 

(Have you then no sense)

Who was Abraham?
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Who was Abraham?

Allah then said:

This Ayah criticizes those who argue and dispute without 
knowledge, just as the Jews and Christians did concerning 
Ibrahim. Had they disputed about their religions, which they 
had knowledge of, and about the Law that was legislated for 
them until Muhammad was sent, it would have been better 
for them. Rather, they disputed about what they had no 
knowledge of, so Allah criticized them for this behaviour. Allah 
commanded them to refer what they have no knowledge of 
to the One Who knows the seen and unseen matters and 
Who knows the true reality of all things. This is why Allah 
said,

Allah said,

(Verily, you are those who have disputed about 
that of which you have knowledge. Why do you 
then dispute concerning that of which you have 

no knowledge)

“It is Allah Who knows, and you know not.”

“Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but 
he was a true Muslim Hanifa”
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Who was Abraham?

This verse is similar to the one in Surat Al-Baqarah,

Allah said next:

This verse means, “The people who have the most right to 
be followers of Ibrahim are those who followed his religion 
and this Prophet, Muhammad, and his Companions from the 
Muhajirin, Ansar and those who followed their lead.’’ Sa`id bin 
Mansur recorded that Ibn Mas`ud said that the Messenger 
of Allah ̣said: (Every Prophet had a Wali (supporter, best 
friend) from among the Prophets. My Wali among them is 
my father Ibrahim, the Khalil (intimate friend) of my Lord, the 
Exalted and Most Honored) The Prophet then recited:

(and he was not of the Mushrikin.)

“And they say, “Be Jews or Christians, then you 
will be guided...’’) 2:135.

“Verily, among mankind who have the best claim 
to Ibrahim are those who followed him, and 
this Prophet and those who have believed. And 
Allah is the Wali (Protector and Helper) of the 

believers.” 3:68
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Who was Abraham?

Allah’s statement,

“Verily, among mankind who have the best claim 
to Ibrahim are those who followed him...”

“And Allah is the Wali (Protector and Helper) 
of the believers.) means, Allah is the Protector of 

all those who believe in His Messengers”.

              
           

           
            

            
               

               
          

        

     

“A party of the People of the Scripture wish to lead 
you astray. But they shall not lead astray anyone 
except themselves, and they perceive not.) “O People 
of the Scripture! Why do you disbelieve in the Ayat 
of Allah, while you bear witness. “O People of the 
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Who was Abraham?

What these verses are emphasizing is that the Prophet 
Abraham was not a Jew or Christian since these terms 
were introduced much later after him. He followed the 
way of all the prophets and messengers before him and 
there was no difference among them in relation to who 
God was.

Scripture! Why do you mix truth with falsehood 
and conceal the truth while you know’’ 

And a party of the People of the Scripture say: 
“Believe in the morning in that which is revealed 
to the believers, and reject it at the end of the day, 
so that they may turn back. And believe no one 
except the one who follows your religion.’’ Say (O 
Prophet): “Verily, right guidance is the guidance of 
Allah.’’ (And they say:) “Do not believe that anyone 
can receive like that which you have received, 
otherwise they would engage you in argument 
before your Lord.’’ Say: “All the bounty is in the 
Hand of Allah; He grants to whom He wills. And 
Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-
Knower. He selects for His Mercy whom He wills 
and Allah is the Owner of great bounty.” 3: -72-

73 Tafseer Ibn Kathir Vol. 1 pgs. 512-513 
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Muslims take the middle way regarding Jesus

One of the hidden or ignored realities that needs to be 
highlighted and shown is that Islam is balanced between 
extremes in terms of Belief, rulings and in relation to 
Christianity and Jesus the son of Mary. Jesus is a recognized 
prophet and his mother Mary is a respected and honoured 
woman in Islam. It is part of the fundamental beliefs of 
a Muslim that he believes in Jesus. We believe that he 
was born a miraculous birth, that he performed miracles 
by Allah’s permission and that he will return towards the 
end of time. What a far cry from Judaism which rejects 
the message of Jesus and deems his mother a prostitute. 
Allah said about this nation:

“Thus We have made you [true Muslims - real 
believers of Islamic Monotheism, true followers of 
Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and his sunnah (legal 

ways)], a just [and the best] nation, that 
you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger 
[Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم be a witness over you”. 2:143

Muslims take the
middle way regarding Jesus
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Allah did not take anyone as His son

The concept of Jesus being the “son” of God which has 
become a tenet of present-day Christianity is contrary 
to the teachings of Islam based on the Quran and the 
authentic Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم ̣. 

“He is the Originator of the heavens and the 
earth. How can He have children when He has no 
wife He created all things and He is the Knower 

of everything” 6:101.

“Verily, those who believe (in Allah and in His 
Messenger Muhammad), and those who are Jews, 
and the Sabians, and the Christians, and the 
Majus, and those who associate partners with 
Allah; truly, Allah will judge between them on 
the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah is over all 

things a Witness”. Surat Al-Hajj 22:17

       
           

       

Allah did not take anyone as His son
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Allah did not take anyone as His son

Another verse which supports this is the statement of 
Allah:

“And they say: “The Most Gracious (Allah) has 
begotten a son (offspring or children).’’ Indeed you 
have brought forth (said) a terrible evil thing. 
Whereby the heavens are almost torn, and the 
earth is split asunder, and the mountains fall 
in ruins. That they ascribe a son (or offspring 
or children) to the Most Gracious (Allah). But 
it is not suitable for (the majesty of ) the Most 
Gracious (Allah) that He should beget a son (or 
offspring or children). There is none in the heavens 
and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious 
(Allah) as a servant. Verily, He knows each one 
of them, and has counted them a full counting. 
And every one of them will come to Him alone 
on the Day of Resurrection (without any helper, 
or protector or defender” 19:88-95

          
          

             
            

          



41

Allah did not take anyone as His son

In these verses, Allah stated that He is the Supreme Master 
Whom there is no equal or rival to. Everything and everyone 
was created by Him, so how can He have a son from 
among them? This is why, in the  explanation of this verse, 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn `Abbas said that the Prophet 
 said, “Allah said, `The son of Adam has denied Me, and صلى الله عليه وسلم
that is not his right. He has insulted Me, and that is not his 
right. As for the denial of Me, he claimed that I am unable 
to bring him back as he used to be (resurrect him). As for 
his insulting Me, he claimed that I have a son. All praise 
is due to Me, it is unbefitting that I should have a wife or 
a son.”  Al-Bukhari (4212)

It is recorded in the Saheeh of Imam Bukhari that the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said:

“No one is more patient when hearing an insult than Allah. 
They attribute a son to Him, yet He still gives them sustenance 
and health.” Bukhari (5748)

The Prophet Muhammad also said:

“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised 
the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave. So, call me the Slave 
of Allah and His Apostle.” Sahih al-Bukhari (3445)

“Say: “He is Allah (the) One, Allah the Samad 
(the Self- Sufficient, upon whom all depend), 
He begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is 

none comparable to Him.’’ 112:1-4
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Similarities in Legislation between Islam and 
Christianity

There are many commonalities between Islam and 
Christianity in relation to legislative rulings or what is 
referred to as “The law” in Christian literature. I mentioned 
just a few of these as a means of connecting some of 
the dots between the continuation of the mission and 
message of the prophets and to illustrate that they are not 
as different as many imagine. I hope that this is beneficial 
in the search of those who are not yet Muslim as many 
of these laws and ruling have been abolished according 
to the false teachings of Paul. Before mentioning these, 
I would like to mention a little about the concept of the 
law in the Biblical literature as a means of explaining its 
relevance to the “New Testament”.

This point is extremely important because the innovated 
practices that were introduced into Christianity contradict 
the concept of the law, that is the methodology or 
legislation which guides the people in their day-to-day 
functions and dealings and without which they would be 
unable to distinguish between right and wrong in many 
aspects of their lives. 

Much of the legislation has been forgotten and not 
implemented. Allah reminds of these in the Quran:

“And from those who say, “We are Christians” We 
took their covenant; but they forgot a portion of that of 

The Law

Similarities in Legislation
between Islam and Christianity

The Law
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The Law

which they were reminded. So We caused among them 
animosity and hatred until the Day of Resurrection. And 
Allah is going to inform them about what they used to 
do”. 5:14

What follows are some of the statements from both 
the Quran and the biblical texts to show that legislation 
concerning laws are mentioned. I will not go into the 
details or explanation of these laws as the aim here is 
not for that purpose but simply to illustrate that specific 
legislation exists. Laws and legislation are mentioned in 
the Quran as well as the Bible. I should mention here that 
the point of mentioning the biblical text relating to such 
laws is not to show agreement with what is mentioned 
because many of the biblical texts regarding these laws 
are contrary to the Quranic legislation. The aim therefore is 
simply to show that such legislation was also mentioned. 
Allah says:

“And We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], 
the Book [i.e., the Qur’ān] in truth, confirming 
that which preceded it of the Scripture and as 
a criterion over it. So judge between them by 
what Allah has revealed and do not follow their 
inclinations away from what has come to you 
of the truth. To each of you We prescribed a law 

and a method.” 5:48
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Ibn Kathir said about this verse: “Allah mentioned the 
Tawrah that He sent down to His Prophet Musa, the one 
whom He spoke directly to, praising it, commanding that it 
should be implemented, before it was abrogated. Allah then 
mentioned the Injil, praised it and commanded its people to 
adhere to it and follow it, as we stated. He next mentioned the 
Glorious Qur’an that He sent down to His honorable servant 
and Messenger….To each among you, We have prescribed a 
law  Shir`at meaning, a clear path, as Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
from Ibn `Abbas.” Tafsir Ibn Kathir 

The Bible itself is explicit that the Law was not changed 
by the coming of Jesus, but this has been pushed aside to 
make room for the Pauline doctrine that Jesus came with 
new legislation so that his followers would not have to be 
“burdened” by following the laws of Moses. The following 
text shows that these laws were not abrogated with the 
coming of Jesus: 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will 
by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore, anyone who sets aside one of the 
least of these commands and teaches others accordingly 
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” Matthew 5:17-20 NIV

The Law
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Prohibition of making images

Another verse which illustrates the same point is the 
following:                   

“And he said to them: ‘You have a fine way of rejecting 
the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 
For Moses said, “Honour your father and your mother”, and 
“He who speaks evil of his father or mother, let him surely 
die”, but you say, “If a man tells his father or mother what 
you would have gained from me is Corban (that is, given 
to God), and then you no longer permit him to do anything 
for his father or mother, thus making void the word of God 
through your tradition which you hand on”’ (Mark 7: 6-13)

The following are some examples of rulings from both the 
Quran and the Bible which not only show some similarity 
in terms of the ruling of these actions, but show clearly 
that “the Law” of Moses was not abrogated. What instead 
has occurred is that these rulings have been ignored and 
not implemented.

Idol making was a means that the nations who went 
away from the teachings of the prophets used to practice. 
Associating partners with Allah in worship first began in 
the time of the prophet Nuh (Noah). 

 Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) described 
how Satan deceives the Christians. He said:

 “He plays with them with regard to the images which they 
have in their churches and which they worship. You cannot 
find any church which is free of these images of Maryam 
(Mary), the Messiah, George, Peter and others of their saints 
and martyrs. Most of them bow to these images and pray 
to them instead of to Allah. The Patriarch of Alexandria 

Prohibition of making images
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Prohibition of making images

even wrote a letter to the ruler of Rome supporting the idea 
of bowing to these images: (He said) Allaah commanded 
Moosa to make images of cherubim in the Tabernacle; and 
when Sulayman the son of Dawood built the Temple, he 
made images of cherubim and put them inside the Temple. 
Then he said in his letter: this is like when a king sends a 
letter to one of his governors and the governor takes the 
letter and kisses it then touches it to his forehead [a sign of 
respect], and stands up to receive it. He does not do this to 
venerate the paper and ink, but to venerate the king. In the 
same way, when one bows to an image, it is to venerate the 
person represented by the image, not to venerate the paints 
and colours.

 This is exactly the same as the example given to justify 
idol worship”. (Ighaathat al-Lahfaan, 2/292).

This practice is clearly prohibited in the texts of the Quran 
and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Allah said:

There are many clear explanatory statements of the 
prophet that emphasize the prohibition of making images, 
whether statues or pictures of living things. The following 
are just a few: It was reported from ‘Aa’ishah Umm al-
Mu’mineen that Umm Habeebah and Umm Salamah 
mentioned a church which they had seen in Ethiopia, in which 

       
         

“And [mention, O Muhammad], when Abraham 
said to his father Āzar, “Do you take idols as 
deities? Indeed, I see you and your people to be 

in manifest error.”
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Prohibition of making images

there were images. They told the Prophet about it, and he 
said: “Those people, if there was a righteous man among 
them and he died, they would build a place of worship 
over his grave and put images in it. These will be the most 
evil of creation before Allaah on the Day of Resurrection.” 
(Bukhaari, 417 and Muslim, 528)

‘Abd-Allaah ibn Mas’ood said: I heard the Messenger of 
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say: 
The people who will be the most severely punished before 
Allaah on the Day of Resurrection will be the image makers. 
(Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5606; Muslim, 2109).

This practice unfortunately persists among many of the 
Christian denominations.

“‘Do not turn to idols or make metal gods for yourselves. 
I am the LORD your God.’” Leviticus 19:4

“So that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves 
an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man 
or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies 
in the air, or like any creature that moves along the ground 
or any fish in the waters below.” Deuteronomy 4:15-18
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Capital Punishment

Another of the legislated laws mentioned in the Bible is 
that which is connected to capital punishment. Today, the 
biblical laws have been replaced by man-made legislation. 
The Quran and Sunnah again are very clear regarding such 
legislation. I mention a few of the evidences here. Allah 
said:

       
            

           
        

     

“O you who have believed, prescribed for you is 
legal retribution for those murdered - the free for 
the free, the slave for the slave, and the female for 
the female. But whoever overlooks from his brother 
[i.e., the killer] anything, then there should be a 
suitable follow-up and payment to him [i.e., the 
deceased’s heir or legal representative] with good 
conduct. This is an alleviation from your Lord 
and a mercy. But whoever transgresses after that 

will have a painful punishment”. 2:178

Capital Punishment



49

Capital Punishment

“And there is for you in legal retribution [saving 
of ] life, O you [people] of understanding, that 

you may become righteous”. 2:179

And We ordained for them therein a life for a 
life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose, an ear 
for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and for wounds 
is legal retribution. But whoever gives [up his 

right as] charity, it is an expiation for him. 
And whoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed - then it is those who are the wrongdoers 

[i.e., the unjust]. 5:45
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The following are some of the Biblical legislation regarding 
capital punishment:

23 “But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for 
life, 

24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, 

25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 
26 “An owner who hits a male or female slave in the 

eye and destroys it must let the slave go free to 
compensate for the eye. 

27 And an owner who knocks out the tooth of a male 
or female slave must let the slave go free to 
compensate for the tooth”. Exodus 21:23-27

15 Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who curses their God 
will be held responsible; 

16 anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD is 
to be put to death. The entire assembly must stone 
them. Whether foreigner or native-born, when they 
blaspheme the Name they are to be put to death. 

17 “ ‘Anyone who takes the life of a human being is to 
be put to death. 

18 Anyone who takes the life of someone’s animal must 
make restitution—life for life. 

19 Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured 
in the same manner: 

20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 
The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the 
same injury. 

21 Whoever kills an animal must make restitution, but 
whoever kills a human being is to be put to death. 

22 You are to have the same law for the foreigner and 
the native-born. I am the LORD your God.’ ” 

23 Then Moses spoke to the Israelites, and they took 
the blasphemer outside the camp and stoned him. 
The Israelites did as the LORD commanded Moses. 
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Leviticus 24:15-23
11 “When men fight with one another and the wife of 

the one draws near to rescue her husband from the 
hand of him who is beating him and puts out her 
hand and seizes him by the private parts,

 12 then you shall cut off her hand. Your eye shall have 
no pity”. Deuteronomy 25:11-12

Prayer is the second pillar of Islam and a fundamental 
act of worship that must be performed five times in a day. 
The Quran is general about prayer but the Sunnah of the 
prophet gives us details as to how it is performed. Allah 
mentions about the prayer in the Quran such as His saying:

In another verse, Allah said:

“They who are during their prayer humbly intent” 
23:2

“And establish prayer and give zakāh1 and bow 
with those who bow

[in worship and obedience]”. 2:43

Prayer in Islam and Christianity
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Prayer in Islam and Christianity

This last verse not only mentions prayer, but in addition 
and specifically “prostration” which is a part of the prayer.

In an authentic hadeeth narrated by Ibn Umar who said: 
The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 
him, said, “Islam is built upon five: To worship Allah and to 
disbelieve in what is worshiped besides him, to establish 
prayer, to give charity, to perform Hajj pilgrimage to the 
house, and to fast the month of Ramadan.” Al-Bukhạrị 
(8), Muslim (16)

Jesus did not teach his disciples about prayer because 
they were following the way of the Children of Israel, but 
there is evidence that he prostrated on his forehead similar 
to the prostration of the Muslim prayer as mentioned in 
the Quran and taught in detail by the Prophet Muhammad. 
There is a reference to this prayer in Matthew 26:39. It says: 
“He went a little farther and fell on his face and prayed 
saying, “O my father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”

Both the Quran and the Bible continuous extensive details 
of eating regulations in terms of what foods can or cannot 

“O you who have believed, bow and prostrate 
and worship your Lord and do good - that you 

may succeed” 22:77

       
        

Prayer in Islam and Christianity
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Prohibition of eating pork

be eaten. Unfortunately, such laws are ignored by many 
based on the religion of Paul. Allah says in the Quran:

            
       
            

             
           

            

“Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the 
flesh of swine, and that which has been dedicated 
to other than Allah, and [those animals] killed 
by strangling or by a violent blow or by a head-
long fall or by the goring of horns, and those from 
which a wild animal has eaten, except what you 
[are able to] slaughter [before its death], and 
those which are sacrificed on stone altars, and 
[prohibited is] that you seek decision through 
divining arrows. That is grave disobedience. 
This day those who disbelieve have despaired 
of [defeating] your religion; so fear them not, 
but fear Me. This day I have perfected for you 
your religion and completed My favor upon you 
and have approved for you Islam as religion. 
But whoever is forced by severe hunger with no 
inclination to sin - then indeed, Allah is Forgiving 

and Merciful”. 5:3
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As for the Biblical proofs, these are a few of them:

“Those who sanctify themselves and purify themselves, 
To go to the gardens After an idol in the midst, Eating 
swine’s flesh and the abomination and the mouse, Shall 
be consumed together,” says the Lord”. Isaiah 66:7

“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

2   “Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on 
land, these are the ones you may eat: 

3   You may eat any animal that has a divided hoof and 
that chews the cud. 

4   “‘There are some that only chew the cud or only 
have a divided hoof, but you must not eat them. 
The camel, though it chews the cud, does not have 
a divided hoof; it is ceremonially unclean for you. 

5   The hyrax, though it chews the cud, does not have 
a divided hoof; it is unclean for you. 

6   The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have 
a divided hoof; it is unclean for you. 

7   And the pig, though it has a divided hoof, does not 
chew the cud; it is unclean for you. 

8   You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses; 
they are unclean for you. 

9 “‘Of all the creatures living in the water of the seas 
and the streams you may eat any that have fins 
and scales. 

10 But all creatures in the seas or streams that do 
not have fins and scales—whether among all the 
swarming things or among all the other living 
creatures in the water—you are to regard as unclean. 

11 And since you are to regard them as unclean, you 
must not eat their meat; you must regard their 
carcasses as unclean. 

12 Anything living in the water that does not have fins 
and scales is to be regarded as unclean by you. 
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13 “‘These are the birds you are to regard as unclean 
and not eat because they are unclean: the eagle, 
the vulture, the black vulture, 

14 the red kite, any kind of black kite, 
15 any kind of raven, 
16 the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind 

of hawk, 
17 the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, 
18 the white owl, the desert owl, the osprey, 
19 the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat. 
20 “‘All flying insects that walk on all fours are to be 

regarded as unclean by you. 
21 There are, however, some flying insects that walk on 

all fours that you may eat: those that have jointed 
legs for hopping on the ground. 

22 Of these you may eat any kind of locust, katydid, 
cricket or grasshopper. 

23 But all other flying insects that have four legs you 
are to regard as unclean.” Leviticus 11:1-23
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Tattooing

This forbidden practice has unfortunately become 
widespread today thanks to singers and their like. Although 
the Quran does not name this practice explicitly, it is 
mentioned by name in the authentic Sunnah (statements 
and actions of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and derived from 
a general ruling to follow the command of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
̣. The following incident recalls this:

 ‘Abdullah Ibn Masoud reported that: “Allah has cursed 
female tattoo makers - and those females who get tattooed, 
and those women who have their superfluous hair plucked 
from their faces and those who get that hair plucked, and 
those women who get their teeth filed (to make space between 
them) for beauty, and thus interfere in Allah’s Creation.”

Such a Hadith came to Umm Yaqoob ‘s knowledge (a 
woman from the children of Banu Asad) while she was 
reading the Qur’an. So, she came to Ibn Masoud and 
asked him ‘How did this Hadith come to my knowledge! It 
states that you have cursed female makers of tattoo and 
those who get tattooed, females who practise Nams and 
those who it is practiced for, and those females who get 
their teeth filed for beauty, and thus interfere in Allah’s 
Creation’. Ibn Masoud said: ‘Why should I not curse those 
whom the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi wa Sallam) has cursed 
since it is in the Qur’an? The woman said: ‘I read the whole 
Qur’an, but I did not find that’. He said: ‘If you had read 
you would have found it’. Allah Said, {…And whatsoever 
the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) gives you, take it, and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it), …} [59:7]. al-
Bukhari and Muslim 

It is mentioned in the Bible:
“‘Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks 

on yourselves. I am the LORD’”. Leviticus 19:28

Tattooing
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Prohibition of Christmas trees

A common practice among Christians today is erecting 
Christmas trees in their homes on the occasion of the 
presumed birth of Jesus. This is a pagan practice and the 
Bible is clear about the prohibition of this.

“For the customs of the peoples are futile;
For one cuts a tree from the forest,
The work of the hands of the workman, with the ax.
They decorate it with silver and gold;
They fasten it with nails and hammers
So that it will not topple.
They are upright, like a palm tree,
And they cannot speak;
They must be carried,
Because they cannot go by themselves.
Do not be afraid of them,
For they cannot do evil,
Nor can they do any good.” Jeremiah 10:3-5

Prohibition of Christmas trees
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Fighting oppressors and those who show hostility is a 
practical means of preventing oppression. There are many 
rulings and guidelines in the Islamic legislation regarding 
this. For the sake of brevity, I just mention a few while also 
showing that warfare is mentioned in the Bible as well. 
Allah says:

Rules of War

 “Allah only forbids you from those who fight you 
because of religion and expel you from your homes 
and aid in your expulsion - [forbids] that you make 
allies of them. And whoever makes allies of them, 

then it is those who are the wrongdoers.” 60:9

Fight in the way of God those who fight you 
but do not transgress. Indeed. God does not like 

transgressors. 2:190 

Rules of War
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Rules of War

I quote here just a few of the Biblical texts which mention 
warfare:

“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not 
come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to ‘set a 
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s 
enemies will be those of his own household.’ He who loves 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after 
Me is not worthy of Me”.  Matthew 10:34-38 NKJV

“But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to 
reign over them, bring them here and slaughter them before 
me.’” Luke 19:27

“Then Jesus said to the apostles, “When I sent you out 
without money, a bag, or sandals, did you need anything?” 
They said, “No.” He said to them, “But now if you have money 
or a bag, carry that with you. If you don’t have a sword, sell 
your coat and buy one. The Scripture says, ‘He was treated 
like a criminal.’ This scripture must have its full meaning. It 
was written about me, and it is happening now.” The followers 
said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords!” He said to them, 
“That’s enough.” Luke 22:35-39-40 ICB
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One of the legislated laws which Islam allows and I 
must emphasize, “allowed” as opposed to being made 
compulsory is plural marriage, meaning that a man is 
allowed to marry up to four wives with the condition that 
he is able to be just between them in terms of time-sharing, 
spending etc. Both the Quran and the Bible mention this 
legislation. Allah says:

It says in the Bible:

10 “If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish 
her food, her clothing, or her marital rights. 11 And if he 
does not do these three things for her, she shall go out for 
nothing, without payment of money”. Exodus 21:10-11

Polygyny (Plural marriage)

           
              

       

“And if you fear that you will not deal justly with 
the orphan girls, then marry those that please 
you of [other] women, two or three or four. But 
if you fear that you will not be just, then [marry 
only] one or those your right hands possess [i.e., 
slaves]. That is more suitable that you may not 

incline [to injustice]”. 4:3

Polygyny (Plural marriage)
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Role of Paul in Changing the Message of Jesus

One of the biggest lies in the history of mankind 
was the lie invented by Paul (Saul). The concept of 
a trinity was invented by him and this was opposed 
to the teachings and mission of Jesus himself. What 
many Christians do not know or choose to ignore 
is that Paul was not a disciple of Jesus. In fact, he 
never even met him. 

It says in the gospel of Matthew: 

“And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, 
He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease. Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 
the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon 
the Cananite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed 
Him”. Matthew 10:1-4 NKJV

The question is how can a man who never met 
Jesus become so influential in his mission, to the 
point that his writings were included in the gospels?

The answer to this is that Paul, after his claim 
that he had a vision, took his message directly to 
the cities of the Roman Empire. Corinth, Philippi, 
and Thessalonica, among others, were major urban 
centers and there were big populations there who 
embraced the new message.

Role of Paul in Changing the 
Message of Jesus
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Role of Paul in Changing the Message of Jesus

By 313 CE, the emperor Constantine issued the Edict of 
Milan, which granted Christianity legal status. What that 
meant was that he declared this new religion as the official 
faith of his empire, basically forcing it on his subjects. 
This important development in the history of Christianity 
paved the way for a total replacement of Roman beliefs 
with Christianity.

In 325, Constantine called the Council of Nicaea, which 
was a gathering of Christian leaders to determine the 
formal or orthodox beliefs of Christianity. The result of this 
council was the Nicene Creed, which laid out the agreed 
upon beliefs of the council.

In 380 CE, the emperor Theodosius issued the Edict of 
Thessalonica, which made Christianity, specifically Nicene 
Christianity, the official religion of the Roman Empire. Most 
other Christian sects were deemed heretical, lost their 
legal status, and had their properties confiscated by the 
Roman state.

What Paul did to the message of Jesus is crystal clear for 
any objective thinker who knows the origins and dangers 
of deviation in the way of the prophets and messengers.

He himself talks about what he did to the message of 
Jesus and calls it a lie: He said: “But if our unrighteousness 
serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? 
That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a 
human way.) By no means! For then how could God judge 
the world? But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to his 
glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? And 
why not do evil that good may come?—as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is 
just”. Romans: 3-5-8 English Standard Version 2016

Many Christian writers themselves have pointed out this 
change in the message of Jesus.
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‘‘The fundamental doctrinal tenets of Christianity, namely 
that Christ is God “born in the flesh”, that his sacrificial death 
atones for the sins of humankind, and that his resurrection 
from the dead guarantees eternal life to all who believe, 
can be traced back to Paul—not to Jesus. Indeed, the 
spiritual union with Christ through baptism, as well as the 
“communion” with his body and blood through the sacred 
meal of bread and wine, also trace back to Paul. This is 
the Christianity most familiar to us, with the creeds and 
confessions that separated it from Judaism and put it on 
the road to becoming a new religion.’’ Professor James D. 
Tabor for the Huffington Post

Looking at the texts of the Bible one gets a sense that 
Jesus (according to present Biblical texts) was warning of 
imposters coming after him who would change the message. 
It says: “Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive 
many” (Matt. 24:11)

Further on, in the same chapter we read according to the 
Bible the words of Jesus where he said: “At that time if anyone 
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do 
not believe it.  For false messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, 
if possible, even the elect”. Matthew 24:23-24 

The philosopher and theologian David Bentley Hart 
said this about Paul: “The concept of Paul’s message can 
basically be summarized as follows: “Human beings, bearing 
the guilt of original sin and destined for eternal hell, cannot 
save themselves through good deeds, or make themselves 
acceptable to God; yet God, in his mercy, sent the eternal 
Son to offer himself up for our sins, and the righteousness 
of Christ has been graciously imputed or imparted to all 
who have faith”

Islam gives practical and pragmatic solutions to all issues 
of life. If one were to reflect and put all biases aside, the 
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message will become clear by Allah’s permission. Allah 
said (translation): “So whoever Allah wants to guide, He 
expands his breast to [contain] Islām and whoever He 
wants to send astray He makes his breast tight and 
constricted as though he were climbing into the sky. 
Thus does Allah place defilement upon those who do 
not believe”. I ask Allah that He accept this humble work 
and cause it to be a guide for those that are blessed to 
find the truth.
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1. Mushrik: One who worships other gods alongside Allah

2. The Quran: The Qur’an is a record of the exact words 
revealed by God through the Angel Gabriel to the 
Prophet Muhammad. It was memorized by Muhammad 
and then dictated to his Companions, and written down 
by scribes, who cross-checked and authenticated it 
during his lifetime. It consists of 114 chapters, and was 
revealed over a period of 23 years. The Quran is the 
first source of Islamic legislation.

3. Sunnah: The statements, actions and decisions taken 
by the Prophet Muhammad and recorded in the 
books of hadith. This is the second source of Islamic 
legislation.

4. Hadith: The recorded statement from the Sunnah. 

5. Surah: A chapter of the Quran.

6. Tawrah: The Old Testament

7. Injeel: The Gospels.

8. Ibn Kathir: ̣Imād al-Dīn Ismạ̄īl ibn ̣Umar ibn Kathīr, (born 
c. 1300, Bosra, Syria—died February 1373. He was a 
great theologian and historian. One of his most famous 
works is Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, popularly known 
asTafsir ibn Kathir. It is considered to be a summary 
of the earlier tafsir by al-Tabari. He used ahaadith to 
explain each verse and chapter of the Qur’an. 

Glossary of terms
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