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Introduction

“Terrorism” is of two kinds: terrorism that is evilased upon wicked tyrannical acts, and
terrorism that is good and desired based on nageard justified acts. The terrorism that is
evil is injustice, double standards, tyranny, agdrassion, in all the hateful connotations that
these words imply. It targets women and childrewuilians and non-combatants, trying to
force defeat and difficult political decisions lgyreading terror. This kind is what most people
immediately think about when hearing the word tesra. Often people associate it with what
they have been preconditioned to picture by vargmgernment agencies and segments of the
mass media. Muslims are routinely portrayed astists even though many are either totally
innocent of the charge or are more innocent thanynad their antagonists who aggress
against them. “Muslim terrorism” is a media anchkhtank byword, even though one would
be hard pressed to find the equivalent term of slewChristian, Hindu or Buddhist terrorism
in usage. Certain institutions and individuals thvknown agendas and backings - have been
instrumental in fabricating and perpetuating misinfation, exaggeration, and previously
disqualified and refuted misunderstandings anddslen

The terrorism that is desired and based on negeasdrjustified acts is enforcing the rule of
just laws, providing fair punishments commensutatéhe crimes committed, and preparing
and defending against attacks, aggression, andiptarn. It is used against the criminal
evildoers themselves, and never targets womendrehiland non-combatants. We use the
word “terrorism” here in a new and positive contiota perhaps unimagined by the reader.
In this positive sense terror is rightfully struicko the hearts of the evildoers, the enemies of
Allah, as a deterrent so that they will fear a guaad harsh retribution for any evil acts they
perpetrate or conspire to enact. In this sense i/ termed terrorism, although just and
beneficial terrorism condoned in principle as liggte by all universally. Allah#) says in
the Majestic Qur'an about the justified form ofrtersm which we are speaking of and which
prevents and deters aggression:

{Make ready against them your strength to the utmosbf your power, including steeds
of war, to strike terror into the hearts of the enenies of God and your enemies, and
others besides them whom you may not know but who@od knows well. Whatever you
spend in the cause of God will be repaid unto yownd you will not be treated unjustly }
(8:60)

One might claim that we are using terror here sniitguistic meaning and outside the scope
of the technical legal definition of terrorism, kmimce that definition is hotly under contention
because no universally accepted standard has lgreedaupon, since many grievances
against the hypocrisy and double standards of th@mpowers that are coming more and
more into light, and since might is still not careied legally right, the point we are

emphasizing is a return to universal common seeser can have a negative and a positive
sense according to circumstance and context.

Terrorism invariably does not arise in a vacuum ibua historical context of persecutions,
injustices, and grievances that build up over timé¢he point of explosion and rebellion. A
common form of undeniable terrorism is state tésror but this is often purposely neglected
or downgraded in legal and government sponsorechi@ations of the issues surrounding
terrorism for the simple fact that those who holowpr often do not wish that their
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institutional and party crimes are exposed as @iagainst humanity and as incidents of state
terrorism. That their agendas of labeling othersrimi their own operatives as criminals and
terrorists are not discovered. Is clandestine ass#son and murder a form of terrorism? Is
torture and rape a form of terrorism? Is deliberatditary, political, economic and
environmental sabotage resulting in mass death ren fof terrorism? Are wholesale
persecutions of one racial or ethnic group or dasscwith lynching, killing and beatings of
some others terrorism? Is target bombing a forrtewbrism? Is the use of nuclear weapons
and other weapons of mass destruction on majorlatgu centers a form of terrorism? What
Is justifiable collateral damage? If these actsrareterrorism, then what are they exactly? If
they are not legal and justified, then what do &l ©wumerous examples around the globe
during the 28 century of unprecedented human wars and massidésh? What do they call
the implemented policies of what is coerced up@wibrld nowadays in this Ztentury, and
which some neo-conservative minded pundits call tReoject For a New American
Century,” and related “PAX AMERICANA"? Many diffidu issues remain under
investigation and contention, and demand seriodsreasonable answers from scholars and
politicians alike.

Many of the national and secular governments astesys claim to champion human rights,
peace, prosperity, and happiness for man, but alityewe see that they practice narrow
national and party politics meant to empower andckrselected groups, and that they are
inherently fragmented and self contradictory bykseg to serve various special interest
groups while professing to serve the general pujpded. The legislations of these regimes
and agencies enact laws and policies that servénteeests of power and wealth in their

societies. The social, political, economic, and immental consequences of unchecked
power and greed for profit and luxury is detriméndethe majority of mankind and is leading

humanity in general to irreversible devastation desitruction.

Islam, on the other hand, is a comprehensive ainergal religion for all races and classes of
people not inclined to serve a specific categorygmmup of people but specially aimed to
address the needs of all humanity with its morairitsial, social, legal, political and
economic systems. Its moral purity and clarity, @ioity in a strict monotheistic creed and
faith, and comprehensive prohibition of all typefscominality, oppression and injustice
appeals to all classes and categories of peomeydiess of race, culture, education, social
and economic status. The aim of Islam is to esdhlthe ideal human society and brotherhood
spreading general benevolence and the divine gogdamong men for their betterment and
salvation. Part of its mission is to establishigestat all times and at all levels, to maintain
amicable relations even with potential enemieag bs there are no open acts of hostilities,
and to promote peace whenever possible. Allah theghty states in the Glorious Qur’an:

{It may be that God will grant love and friendship between you and those whom you
hold as enemies. For God has power over all thinggsnd God is Most Forgiving, Most
Merciful. God forbids you not, with regard to thosewho do not fight you for your Faith
nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing kindy and justly with them: for God
loves those who are just. God only forbids you, whtregard to those who fight you for
your Faith, and drive you out of your homes, and spport others in driving you out,
from turning to them for friendship and protection. Those who turn to them (in these
circumstances) do wrongz (60:7-9)
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These verses call for peace with those that refram the hostile actions mentioned.
And Allah Most Glorified said in His Majestic Quria

{If they incline towards peace, then incline towardgeace, and trust in God, for He is
All-Hearing and All-Knowing. 3 (8:61)

This verse states that whenever the enemy inclioesrds peace it is incumbent on the
Muslims to incline towards peace.

It is hoped that researchers and scholars willstigate Islam and its laws and principles with
impartiality and thoughtful reflection. The truedmty and awesomeness of Islam is only
evident in fuller vitality to those who live byaind practice it, but all students can admire just
laws, universal brotherhood, noble and rationah@ples, and excellent moral examples of
purity, uprightness, truthfulness, generosity, egeousness, and justice. One of the
evidences of the greatness of this Divine faitth&, regardless of the weak support extended
by the followers of Islam and the vast war wagealirg it by its vicious critics and enemies;
it has resisted corruption and distorting innovasgicand continues to spread on its own merits
and values in various parts of the world. Whateakibd this expansion of Islam, despite the
weaknesses of the Muslims, except the inheremgttneof the truth and justice that by nature
dissipates and conquers all falsehood and injusticdslam people find full satisfaction that
includes both their spiritual and moral, and theysical and practical expectations and
needs.

As for the people who refuse to open their eyes, kear and investigate the truth, they will
undoubtedly remain mired in false desires, narreagress and ignorant prejudices. A well-
known principle is that man by nature rejects thhich he fears. He fears that which he is
ignorant about, and therefore, makes enemies of ldhaoes not know. Allah has described
them in the Glorious Qur'an saying:

{Many are the jinn and men We have made for Hellfire they have hearts wherewith
they understand not, eyes wherewith they see notars wherewith they hear not. They
are like cattle. Nay! They are even more misguidedThey are the heedless and
neglectful} (7:179)

Cattle follow blindly, but at least they follow theatural laws and instincts created by Allah
for their survival while many of men follow blindlgustom and their leaders, rejecting what
Allah has revealed for man’s own benefit and sawvatAs Allah mentions:

{Nay! They say: We found our fathers following a cemin religion, and we do guide
ourselves by their footsteps.

(43:22)
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| do hope and pray that Allah, the Exalted, wilhigrbenefit from what we read, hear and say.
Ours is a humble effort, presented with a pureninteo contribute to the wealth of human

information and to advance understandings. Theewadffers, in addition, an open invitation

to all those who are interested in learning moreualtlslam to communicate with him at the

address given, and would be delighted to answelnalliries about Islam and provide

additional literature on it.

The author expresses his deep gratitude to AllaktNExalted for His continuing aid. Any
and all shortcomings and omissions in this boo&tet his for which he takes responsibility,
and requests from all the readers forgiveness, saetts the pardon and forgiveness from
Allah the Most Merciful.

May Allah's Blessings and Mercy be upon the Prophaethammad ) the final Prophet and
Messenger of Allah to mankind, and may the blessengd peace of Allah also be upon his
family and companions and all those who follow trgaiidance and the footprints until the
Day of Judgment.

Dr.Abdur-Rahman Abdul-Kareem Al-Sheha
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The Meaning of Islam

The word Islam means submission to Allah the Almyg the Creator and Lord of all
creation, with the entire soul and body, by obetketo what He commanded and prohibited
in His Revealed Law, by compliance and willful yiglg of one’s will to His Will and
Judgments, and by acceptance of all that Allahphedestined for man on earth. Allah is the
Most Beneficent and Merciful who knows all man’ghiful needs, who enjoins all that is
good and warns against all that is evil. Thus Higenled Law is perfectly suited to the
universal needs, rights and responsibilities of man

The Almighty Allah states in the Glorious Quran melation to the Prophet Ibraheem
(Abraham) =):

{Behold! His Lord said to him: Submit (aslim). He sid: | submit (aslamtu) to the Lord
and Cherisher of the Universe: (2:131)

The word “Salam” means “Peace" and is derived ftbensame Arabic three-letter rd®iLM
as the word Islam. “Salam” is one of the Attributd#sAllah, blessed be His Names and
Attributes and Exalted His Majesty, as the Qur'tates:

{Allah is He, there is no other god except Him; th&overeign, the Holy One, the Source
of Peace (and Perfection), the Guardian of Faithhe Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in
Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory is to Alah! High is He above the partners

they attribute to Him.» (59:23)

"Salam" is also one of the names of Jannah (P&aditie Almighty Allah states in the
Glorious

{For them will be a Home of Peace with their Lord. K will be their Friend, because
they practiced righteousness. (6:127)

The inhabitants of Paradise will greet each othigh WSalam” when they meet their Lord,
Allah as he mentioned:

{Their salutation on the Day they meet Him will be Peace” and He has prepared for
them a generous Reward. (35:44)

Muslims exchange the purified and noble greetings-Salamu Alaikum” (Peace be upon
you) when they meet, when they pass by one anotiem they call one another. Even when
a Muslim enters his own home and finds no one fhHeesays as-Salamu Alaikum since he
offers this greeting upon the angels who are ptaseahat place and upon himself. This form
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of greeting helps to relieve the hearts from alhfe of enmity and grudges and rancor people
may keep within them, replacing it with good withutual respect, tranquility, security and
happiness. Often Muslims greet one another by gathe fuller version, which has been
taught by the Prophet of Allah: 'As-Salamu Alaikwa rahmatul'laah’ i.e May Peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon you, and His Mercy

In the Prophetic traditions (haditije find the words of the Messenger of Allak) (which
make the spreading of this greeting from amondrtits of the perfection of faith:

“You would not enter Paradise until you acquire fullfaith, and you would not acquire
full faith until you love one another. Should not I guide you to an action which if you
establish among one another, you would love one aher? Spread the greeting of
“Salaam” (Peace) as much as you can amongst yourge$ (in the community).” (Muslim)

And the Messenger of Allak] said:

“Offer food generously to others, initiate the greéng of “peace” amongst yourselves to
those whom you know and those whom you do not knoWw. (Bukhari & Muslim)

The purpose of Islam is to continually seek to géedllah, the Creator and Lord of the
Universe, by universal good and righteous deedfahAsays in his Glorious Book, the
Quran:

{O People of the Book! There has come to you Our Mssnger revealing to you much
that you used to hide in the Book, and passing ovenuch (that is now unnecessary).
There has come to you from Allah a light and a cleaBook by which Allah guides all
who seek His pleasure to ways of “salam” (peace amsdfety), leads them out of darkness,
by His Will, to the light, and guides them to a P4t that is Straight.} (5:15-16)

Islam comprises the complete comprehensive meaafngeace that includes the inner
personal and spiritual peace and the outer soeadg As the Messenger of Allab)(said:

“A true Muslim is the person from whom other Muslims feel secured against abuse and
attacks from his tongue and hands, and a true immignt is a person who forsakes what
Allah the Almighty has declared unlawful.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Moreover, it includes the global vision of genanaiversal peace for all humanity, since its
basic principles include stability, mutual respeamdid non-aggression to those who abide
peacefully to just terms, especially those who htee basic understanding of a revealed
religion from Allah as the basis of their civilizan like the Christians and Jews.

{O you who believe! Enter into “as-Silm” (the peaceof Islam by submission to Allah)
completely and whole-heartedly, and do not followhe footsteps of the Satan, for he is
indeed an avowed enemy to yop. (2:208)
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The invitation of Islam, Allah’s universal religipis extended to all. Allah Most Exalted said
in His Majestic Book:

{Say (O Muhammad) ‘O mankind! Verily, | am sent to you all as the Messenger of
Allah...} (7:158)

And He ¢&) said:

{Truly the religion before Allah is Islam} (3:19)

And He &) said:

{And Whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it Wl never be accepted of him, and in
the Hereafter he will be one of the losers (3:85)

The Misconception that Islam was spread by Force

One misconception, promoted by the enemies ofgeisttho do not read of the historical
sources impartially but rehash old propaganda amdrover again, is the false accusation that
Islam was spread by compulsion and coercion. Vargariptures from the Majestic Qur'an
can rebut this vile slander.

Allah Most Exalted says in His Majestic Book:

{Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stang out clear from Error: whoever
rejects Taghoot (Satan, idols, tyrants, etc) and lieves in Allah, has grasped the most
trustworthy hand hold that never breaks. And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. »
(2:256)

And He, the Most Exalted, says:

{If it had been your Lord's Will, they all would have believed, all the people on earth!
Will you then compel mankind, against their will, o believet (10:99)




<< IslamLand

Islam is the Religion of Peace

And He, the Most Exalted, says:

{Say, The Truth is from your Lord: Let him who will, believe, and let him who will,
reject and disbelieve. We have prepared for the wimgdoers a Fire whose smoke and
flames, like the wall and roof of a tent, will ovewhelm them. If they implore for relief
they will be granted water like melted brass that Wl scald their faces. How dreadful a
drink! And how uncomfortable a couch to recline on} (18:29)

And He, the Most Exalted, says:

{But if they turn away, your duty is only to preachthe Clear Message. (16:82)

And He, the Most Exalted, says

{Therefore give admonition, for you are indeed oneatadmonish. But you are not one to
manage the affairsy

(88:21-22)

And He, the Most Exalted, says

{Say: Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger: but if yoturn away, he is only responsible
for the duty placed on him, as you are likewise rgmnsible for the duty placed on you. If
you obey him, you shall be on right guidance. The Bksenger's duty is only to preach the
clear Message. (24:54)

And He, the Most Exalted, says

{If one of the pagan idolators ask you for asylum, mnt it to him, so that he may hear
the word of Allah, then escort him to where he carme secure. That is because they are
men without knowledge} (9:6)

These and many other verses of the Qur'an anditeggbf Prophetic traditions make it clear
that no coercion or compulsion in religion is alkmv no one is ever to be forced against his
will to convert to Islam. Faith must be by knowledgnd free will and based upon firm
conviction in the heart, followed by the testimasfycorrect words and good deeds. A mere
pronouncement on the lips of the creed of Islaod ILAHA ILLALLAH” (There is no
god except Allah (that is worthy of being worshigpe is not enough to confirm one as a
believer, even thought, if said with the kernelimtial faith, one immediately becomes a
Muslim. As Allah said about the Bedouins who prestasverbally without firm conviction:

10
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{The desert Arabs say: ‘We believe.” Say: ‘You do royet have real Faith, but rather
say only: ‘We have submitted to Allah (aslamna: were Muslims),” since Faith has not
yet entered your hearts. But if you obey Allah andHis Messenger, He will not slight you
(the reward) of your deeds: for Allah is Most Forgving, Most Merciful. }

(48:14)

It is known that someone cannot be forced to chavigg is in the depths of his heart, and
that one may profess with his tongue what he doeseally believe with certainty: this is not
Islam nor Islamic faith. For this reason Allah séi following about the one compelled
under torture to renounce his faith in Islam:

{Anyone who utters words of disbelief after acceptig Faith in Allah - except under
compulsion while his heart remains firm in Faith -such as one who opens his breast to
disbelief, on them is Wrath from Allah, and there vill be a dreadful Penalty for them}
(16:106)

Disbelief occurs by opening the heart to disbelievéngly, and upon this basis, one speaks
evil and commits his criminal acts rebelling aghaiAah and the revealed guidance of the
Messengers and becomes an apostate after beinglariviu

Another accusation related to the above is thatrishas spread by force of arms and warfare.
It is an established fact that any system or gawem, regardless of its source, requires a
protective force to defend it adherents, preseisy@alues, spread its principles, ensure a fair
application of its law, and enforce the just exeoubf legal penalties against criminals and
those who rebel against the system. As reportéueitradition of the Prophet:

“Truly, Allah admonishes with the authority of the ruler, more than what He
admonishes with the Divine Revelation of the Qurah (i.e. more by enforcing the
punishments justly than the God-consciousness feading scripture) (al-Hindi, Kanz-ul-
Aéamaal)

Let us take a glimpse of the early days of Islam i amazing spread over the known world
to analyze the truth of this accusation in the tligi documented historical fact. The
Messenger of Allah Muhammagk) after his commission from Allah to arise and pcibe

his divine message, remained in the sacred citiMalkkah for thirteen years inviting his
people of the Quraish tribe and the visitors of kidkto Islam. He engaged every possible
way to inform and convey the message of the reeelatof the Qur'an and the Sunnah,
encountering false accusations, slander, persesjtitarassment, boycotts, threats, attacks,
and brutal physical aggression from his people.s€hwho believed shared in his sufferings,
and since he was not yet commanded by Allah to wmieétnce and aggression with armed
defense, his followers persevered and sufferedhdnghest forms of persecutions withholding
their hands and adhering to the precepts of peleésionary activity. Many were tortured
and some were martyred for their faith in Islamd @ime accounts of these brave souls bear
testimony to the long sufferings his followers eratliin this period of severe testing. The

11
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Prophet soothed the wounds of his companion Amrbar Yasir and his parents who
eventually became the first martyrs of Islam with words:

“Be patient, O family of Yaser! Paradise will be yair permanent abode” (Al-Hakim)

The Prophet) allowed those of his followers that wished to imgrate to Ethiopia to escape
from this oppression and torture. They sought refugder the tutelage of its just ruler of the
era, the Najashi, who eventually accepted IslanenBn these dire circumstances Allah the
Most Wise and Merciful commanded His Messenger Muhad ¢) to be patient, forbearing
and tolerant with his people while propagating miessage. There are repeated examples of
his exceeding mercy, graciousness, magnanimity, @mapassion in the face of this
continued violence and aggression. The Prophehandompanions stood firm in their belief
and conveyance of the message, obeying the folipaammand of Allah:

{Therefore patiently preserve, as did all the Messeers of inflexible purpose; and be in

no haste about the disbelievers. On the Day that dly see the Punishment promised to
them, it will be as if they had not tarried more than an hour in a single day. Your duty is

but to proclaim the Message. None shall be destrayeexcept those who transgress.

(46:35)

And still he would pray for their guidance sayifi@: Allah! Please guide my people as they
know nothing.”

The Prophet#) continued to propagate the message in Makkahtaseek out any tribe that
would be able to protect and aid him: he would @nésiimself and his mission to the visiting
individuals and tribes in Makkah and at the timéghe great Arab markets and meeting
places. Then it so happened that a group of theleenf the city of Yathrib, (nowadays
known as “Madinah,” City of the Prophet) believedthe Message of Islam and gave him
their pledge of allegiance to support and defemd im the same way as they would defend
their own wealth, honor, integrity and househofdhe were to seek refuge and immigrate
with his band of believers to their hometown. Téwsncided with the persecution in Makkah
reaching a grave critical stage, and the leadetheofQuraish tribe even conspired to murder
the Prophet, may Allah’s peace and blessing be bpunThe event of immigration was to be
the watershed in Islamic history, for in Madinale tRrophet’s first mosque was built, the
brotherhood of Muslims expanded and grew, and tsxent Islamic state was established
and developed under his direct guidance.

Note that Prophet Muhammag)(and his followers never shed a drop of bloodeimnilbution
throughout these long years of persecution andesgspon in the city of Makkah since he was
not commanded to fight, but rather to be patierd parsevere. Confrontation and armed
hostilities from the Muslim side did not begin urtivo years after his immigration from
Makkah to Madinah, when the Quraish tribe fearedittodominance and continued on the
path of persecution and obstruction of the messad¢am, and after all avenues of peaceful
propagation were exhausted.

Since the town of Madinah was enroute of the Qbr&ibe’s merchant caravans to Greater
Syria, the first act of confrontation occured whéifah's Messenger¥) engaged a

12
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commercial caravan lead by the Quraishi noblemam 3iifyan. The Prophets] intended to
impose a kind of economic sanction on the tribeQuiriash to allow him to peacefully
propagate his faith to others in the open, andotapensate the believers for the properties,
possessions and wealth which were unjustly cortBsichy the Quraish in Makkah before the
immigration The caravarescaped the ambush but after learning about theeinicthe leaders
of Quraish prepared a relatively large and wellepged army to attack the Muslims.
Consequently the first decisive battle took platdadr, and the smaller and ill equipped
Muslim force of 313 fighters crushed the arrogantr@sh army with a humiliating and
decisive defeat.

Allah Most Exalted and Supreme, describes the fjasonale for this battle and those to
follow:

{(They are) those who have been expelled from theflomes unjustly, only because they
say ‘Our Lord is Allah.” If Allah did not check one set of people by means of another,
many monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosqueswhich the name of Allah is
commemorated in abundant measure, would surely haveeen pulled down. Allah will
certainly aid those who aid His cause. Indeed Allals Full of Strength, Exalted in Might.
(They are) those who, if We establish them in theahd, establish regular prayer, give
regular charity, enjoin the right and forbid the wr ong. And with Allah rests the end and
decision of all affairs} (22:40-41)

And Allah the Wise and Sublime says:

{And why shouldn’t you fight in the cause of Allah,and for those who, being weak, are
persecuted and oppressed? Men, women, and childrewhose cry is: ‘Our Lord! Rescue
us from this town, whose people are oppressors, angise for us, from Yourself, a
protector, and raise for us, from Yourself, a helpd } (4:75)

And Allah the Exalted says:

{Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, biudo not transgress limits; for Allah
loves not transgressors.

(2:190)

In all the battles fought and all the victoriestti#dlah's Messenger and his companions
achieved within the period of twenty-three yearshef Prophet’s mission in Makkah and then
in Medinah, only three hundred and seventy fiveppeavere killed in this fighting. In the
ninth year of the Hijra (Immigration) known as thiear of Delegations, the Prophet)(met
with about a hundred various delegations from #ibger the entire Arabian Peninsula to
confer and negotiate with the Prophg}).(He met them with generosity and magnanimity and
replied to all their questions and concerns abbet Islamic Creed (Ageedah) and Law

13
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(Shari'ah). The majority of them were suitably irapsed by the call of the Prophgf) @nd
they accepted Islam. The Messenger of Allaf) @lso sent letters to the leaders of the
surrounding regions calling them to accept the Mgsof Allah as will be mentioned below.

In the Prophet’s lifetime and soon afterwards, ¢hére Arabian Peninsula was for the first
time in its history unified in one just and egaiaa rule of law and divine religion. The

majority of Arabs accepted Islam willfully in draveafter hearing the Qur’an, seeing the
example of the Prophet in his Sunnah (Way) and@dispanions, and witnessing the Islamic
system, with only a few holdouts among some Jewstt Christian pockets, allowed to
remain within the Islamic State on their old falii? contract stipulating specific rights and
obligations and the payment of the Jizya tax i lgf the state’s protection and not
participating in military service. Indeed this réwionary change was a miraculous
achievement considering the meager material megnshich it took place and its lasting

worldwide effect, and Allah Most Great gives susceswhom He will.

The rightly-guided Caliphs, companions and righteptedecessors followed the example of
the Prophet after his demise, defending the Isladtate from its enemies, conquering the
surrounding tyrannical empires which threatenedr teestence and spreading Islam by the
zeal of their faith and missionary activity and lwiheir excellent upright morals and just

relations. These individuals were, by no standaetgjal in number or war equipment,

preparations, and professional military skillsitie people they vanquished, but the vitality of
their divine faith and mission and moral supenpodf their characters conquered the common
people’s hearts and minds before there was a meedniquish the corrupt tyrannical armies
whose oppression of the masses was unbearable.

One of the new converts (reverts) to Islam in aoref named Basheer Ahmad, said in
reflection on this issu¢One of the most puzzling questions to me, and onaf my most
serious concerns prior to accepting Islam and embrang it as a way of life, was that we
Christians claim that Islam spread by the edge of vgord. Therefore, | posed the
following question to myself: If that claim is true why, then, do we notice that many
people, in every corner of the world, still adherego Islam and embrace it, join it, and
accept it as a way of life? Why do we notice peopt®me to join Islam daily, without any
compulsion or force by anyone?’[Paraphrased from Dr. Imad-du-Deen Khalil: “Whai D
They Say about Islam?” p.295]

Norman A. Daniel says on the origins of the falraa of this myth“... West formed a
more or less invariable canon of beliefs about Isfa; it decided for itself what Islam
was... The important thing was it suited the West..it gave Christendom self-respect in
dealing with a civilization in many ways its superor.” [Islam and the West: The Making of
an Image, p. 270]

De Lacy O'Leary comments on this fallacyistory makes it clear, however, that the
legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through the wéd and forcing Islam at the point
of sword upon conquered races is one of the mostniastically absurd myths that
historians have ever repeated.[Islam at the Crossroads, London, 1923, p. 8]
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Dr. Gustav LeBon states in his bo@Bivilization of the Arabs [p.127-128]: “...force was
never a factor in the spread of the Koranideachings, and that the Arabs left those they
had subdued free to exercise their religious belisf If it happened that some Christian
peoples embraced Islam and adopted Arabic as thelanguage, it was mainly due to the
various kinds of justice on the part of the Arab vctors, with the like of which the non-
Moslems were not acquainted. It was also due to thelerance and leniency of Islam,
which was unknown to the other religions.”[Paraphrased from Dr.Imad-du-Deen Khalil:
“What Do They Say about Islam? p.314]

He also says:...the early Caliphs... were remarkably kind in the way they treated the
peoples of Syria, Egypt, Spain and every other cotny they subdued, leaving them to
practice their laws and regulations and beliefs andmposing only a small Jizya in return
for their protection and keeping peace among themn truth, nations have never known
merciful and tolerant conquerors like the Arabs."”

If Islam did spread as a consequence to the wagresed on the Muslims from those enemies
threatening their survival, and the conquests et¢hoppressive and corrupt regimes that
followed consequently, is this unique and unknowristory, especially when compared to
other civilizations? What is truly unique of thdalmic conquests is that they are generally
liberation from oppression, as in the famous answleait the companions of the Prophg} (
gave to the Emperor of Persia when he asked theat dd brought the Muslims to their
lands, as mentioned in the history bodl&iah has sent us to take whoever wishes from
the slavery of mankind to other men, to the servitde and worship of Allah, from the
confines of this world to the expanse (which Islanbrings to this world and the
Hereafter), and from the injustice of the ways ofife (of the worldly rulers) to the justice

of Islam.” [see Ibn Katheer, Bidayah wa Nihayah].

In direct contrast to the many examples of massacepes and pillaging, and injustices in
history mentioned in the preface, we do not finchparable accounts in the history of these
early Islamic conquests.

Thomas Carlyle, in his famous series of lecturesyroented on the spread of Islam with the
following words: “Much has been said of Mahomet’'s propagating his Rggion by the
sword. It is no doubt far nobler what we have to bast of the Christian Religion, that it
propagated itself peaceably in the way of preachingnd conviction. Yet with all, if we
take this for an argument of the truth or falsehoodof a religion, there is a radical
mistake in it. The sword indeed: but where will youget your sword! Every new opinion,
at its starting, is precisely in a minority of one.ln one man’s head alone, there it dwells
as yet. One man alone of the whole world believess there is one man against all men.
That _he_ take a sword, and try to propagate withhat, will do little for him. You must
first get your sword! On the whole, a thing will propagate itself as it can. We do not find,
of the Christian Religion either, that it always dsdained the sword, when once it had got
one. Charlemagne’s conversion of the Saxons was nwy preaching. | care little about
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the sword: | will allow a thing to struggle for itself in this world, with any sword or
tongue or implement it has, or can lay hold of. Wewill let it preach, and pamphleteer,
and fight, and to the uttermost bestir itself, anddo, beak and claws, whatsoever is in it;
very sure that it will, in the long-run, conquer nahing which does not deserve to be
conquered. What is better than itself, it cannot ptiaway, but only what is worse. In this
great Duel, Nature herself is umpire, and can do nwrong: the thing which is deepest-
rooted in Nature, what we call _truest_, that thingand not the other will be found
growing at last.” ['Heroes, Hero Worship, and the Heroic in Histbkyecture 2, Friday, 8th
May 1840]

In comparison to the above, let us take some pasdagm the Holy Bible and read what the
Jews and Christians hold as sacred and divine goédabout the conduct of war, and which
has lead them in times of their expansions and westg.

We read in the Book of Deuteronomy:

“10/When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight agaist it, then proclaim peace unto
it.11/And it shall be, if it make thee answer of pace, and open unto thee, then it shall be,
that all the people that is found therein shall bedributaries unto thee, and they shall
serve thee.12/And if it will make no peace with thes but will make war against thee,
then thou shalt besiege it: 13/And when the LORD th God hath delivered it into thine
hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with thedge of the sword:14/But the women,
and the little ones, and the cattle, and all thatsi in the city, even all the spoil thereof,
shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat te spoil of thine enemies, which the
LORD thy God hath given thee.15/Thus shalt thou dainto all the cities which are very
far off from thee, which are not of the cities of hese nations.16/But of the cities of these
people, which the LORD thy God doth give thee forminheritance, thou shalt save alive
nothing that breatheth: 17/But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and
the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizziteshé Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the
LORD thy God hath commanded thee..."[Deuteronomy 20: 10-17].

On the conquest of the city of Jericho and the &ditthe indigenous inhabitants therein we
read: The people called and used the trumpets so the wddll in its place, they entered
the city and murdered all its people, males, femade children, and the old people, even
the cows, goats, and donkeys, using swordgYusha' 6/20]

In the towns of Mugeideh and Labneh, they did @raes as in Jericho. [Yusha' 10/28].

A perplexing passage of the Gospel of Mathew otatesent of Jesus«f) reads:*Think
not that | am come to send peace on earth, | cameonhto send peace, but a sword."
[Matt. 10:35-37; and compare Luke 22:36]
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What is this sword? Who has the authority to ré&Bdhis is not clear and is hotly contested.
Perhaps it will be raised upon his second comingil @onstantine the early Christians were
a persecuted minority apparently committed to nmtence and waiting for his imminent
return, but thereafter, when Trinitarian Christtgriiecame the official state religion in the era
after Constantine, the sword was welded by theeStatd Christian rulers down through
history conducted numerous wars and conquests @nndme of religion. The Christian
principle of obedience to any authority in powerbased upon the purported statement of
Jesus &) to “render unto Caesar.” This was increasingly extended by the Christian
theologians to rationalize and legitimize the rightdivine rule and then, even national and
secular rule, on the basis of Pauline doctrine reshrgned in his decre€Everyone must
submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which
God has established. The authorities that exist havbeen established by God.[(NIV)
Romans 13:1]

The statements and facts above will be compared same of the guidance from Allah’s
Book, the Qur’'an, and the Way of the Prophet, thien@h, to provide more proofs that indeed
Islam is the religion of peace, despite the faat gome disobedient Muslims have distorted,
by word and deed, the image of Islam, and desp#evenomous propaganda, slander and
ridiculous misinformation fabricated and distribadifey the enemies of Islam in their crusades
against Islam and the Muslims.

We do not deny that aberrations and injustices tplaice occasionally by some of the
Muslims, but the general sweep of historical trerelsur evidence, as noted above. And
along these lines it may be pertinent to menticmoaple more examples, since they show a
general pattern. The Christian conquerors of Jemsalaughtered all of its Jewish and
Muslim inhabitants, whereas the re-conquest ofsiem by Salahudeen al-Ayubi stands as a
noteworthy example of magnanimity and generositg &0 have the contrast of Andalus
(Muslim Spain) and Anatolia (Asia minor). The Chiagss expelled the Muslims and Jews
from Spain or put them to the sword or forced thenconvert to Christianity during the
infamous “Inquisition,” the paradigm of the treatmhef Muslims under Christian rule. In the
same era when the Muslims mostly of Turkish stooshquered what is now Turkey, they
were comparatively much more tolerant, and to tlag the seat of the Eastern Orthodox
Church remains in Istanbul (the conquered ConstantiThe noted orientalist Sir Thomas
Arnold rejects this malicious propaganda aboutnistaying: “...of any organized attempt to
force the acceptance of Islam on the non-Muslimupston, or of any systematic persecution
intended to stamp out the Christian religion, warheothing. Had the caliphs chosen to adopt
either course of action, they might have swept a@hyistianity as easily as Ferdinand and
Isabella drove Islam out of Spain, or Louis XIV readrotestantism penal in France, or the
Jews were kept out of England for 350 years. Thadfia Churches in Asia were entirely cut
off from communion with the rest of Christendomaihghout which no one would have been
found to lift a finger on their behalf, as hereticammunions. So the very survival of these
Churches to the present day is a strong proof ef generally tolerant attitude of
Muhammadan [sic] governments towards them" [Sirriiae® W. Arnold: The Preaching of
Islam, a history of the propagation of the Musliaithi, Westminster A. Constable & Co.,
London, 1896, p. 80]
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The unfortunate reality of history is that Europeather than Islamic historical trends have
come to dominate the world, and that the reactamasnst the incessant religious wars among
the Christian sects of Europe created the seedivatd rise of modern European secularism,
humanism, nationalism, atheism, and godlessnedsyarsee that these trends are the roots of
the major political and socioeconomic plagues taag mankind to this day.

The Misconception that Worldly Gains were the Aim ¢ the
Islamic Conguests

A third and related accusation is that the swifartgic conquests, which startled the known
world and by which the Muslim faith was able toesat East and West, were primarily only
for war booty, worldly pleasures, fame and glory.

Let us present some facts about the biographyeoPtiopheti) and about Islamic principles
from the historical record. The Prophet Muhammagdt the beginning of his mission as the
Prophet and Messenger of Allah was approached$pdople in every possible way and by
every possible means to back off and abandon HigaCiglam besides their other attempts by
open persecution and oppression to thwart his amssientioned earlier. The Prophet) (
was asked by the Quraish leaders: If you need psseand dominion over all the Arabian
Peninsula, we ensure this for you. If you need iage; we offer you, freely, to marry the
most beautiful virgin girl in the Arabian Peninsul&he Prophet#) was offered excesses of
wealth that no one ever dreamed of possessingeirAthbian Peninsula, but he denied this
offer as well. The Arab leaders Quraish made &lirtbffers with the condition that he ceased
calling to his religion of Islam and ceased castigpand exposing as foolish their Pagan
beliefs in idols and superstitions. The Prophetssimple, direct and honest reply to all their
tempting and lucrative deals was full and finakotjon. One famous narration of the words
of the Propheti) is recorded as follows

“By Allah! If they were able to place the sun in myright hand and the moon in my left
hand in order to pressure me to abandon the call fothis mission, | would not. | will

never surrender, nor accept their requests, (but vlicontinue on my mission) until either
this Call (of the religion of Islam) becomes predomant and widely accepted and
practiced in the Arabian Peninsula, or my head is emoved of my body.”[Ibn Hisham,
The Biography of Muhammagdzj vol.1, p.170]

Another fact worthy of noting is that the lettéhait the Prophet#) sent to the prominent
kings, governors and rulers of neighboring coustviere very clear in allowing them to keep
their positions of leadership, dominations, andspssions if they accepted Islam and
preserved peace and justice.
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For instance, the following famous letter to Heiel Emperor of Roman & Byzantine
Empire reads as follows.

“In the name of Allah, the Compassionate and Merciil From Muhammad, who is the
servant of Allah and His Prophet to Heraclius (theruler at that time). Peace be on him,
who follows the right path. After this, | invite you to the fold of Islam. Therefore, if you
desire security, accept Islam. If you accept Islamillah shall reward you doubly and if
you refuse to do so, the responsibility for the trasgression of the entire nation shall be
yours. [Allah the Almighty says]:

{Say: O People of the Book! Come to common terms &gtween us and you: that we
worship none but Allah; that we associate no partrrs with Him; that we erect not, from
among ourselves, Lords and patrons other than Allahlf then they turn back, say: Bear
witness that we are Muslims (who submit to Allah'$ill). } (3:64)” (Bukhari & Muslim)

The companion Anasi() reported that:

“Allah’'s Messenger @) was never approached to give a reward to a persowho
accepted Islam, but condoned it. Once, a man camedh asked for something if he
accepted Islam. The Prophet#) offered him (from the Islamic treasury) a herd ofsheep
that was grazing in a valley between two mountaingt Madinah). As such, the man who
received the reward went back to his people and tlthem, O My people! Accept Islam,
as Muhammad ) gives such rewards that the recipient will nevefear poverty. [All the
people related to this man accepted Islam and joigethe Muslims]. Anas ) continued
in his report saying: ‘A man would accept Islam ony for materialistic gains, but as soon
as he would feel the sweetness of Islam the faithould become dearer to the heart of
such person, more than the entire world and its paessions.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Let's also examine the amount of wealth that tloplRet &) left behind as inheritance after
his death. Amr bin al-Harith) reported:

“The Prophet (%) upon his death left no dirham or dinar (denominaions of money),
slave, maid or anything else, other than his whitenule, his weapon, and a piece of land
which he had declared as a charity for Muslims.”

(Muslim)

In fact the Prophet's personal armor was bondedJ&w as a pawn against a measurement of
barley for his family's food at the time of his tteaHow could any sensible person, then,
accuse a man like the Prophet Muhammigdaf being infatuated with materialistic gains and
possessions, ephemeral status and gl&ryperors, nationalistic leaders, their generals and
warriors seek after glory, land and booty, but thets above prove that the aim of the
Messenger of Allah#) was to spread the religion of Islam to mankindobegaceful means for
their benefit, and leave them alone in earningrtheelihood and fulfilling their material
needs as they pleased within the boundaries afisla
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The companions of the Prophet)(and the followers in truth, show by example ogith
righteous, upright and ascetic way of life, thagythivere not after worldly possessions and the
fleeting pleasures of this life.

During the Battle of Uhud, the Prophet)(commented:Get up to gain Paradise which is
as spacious as all the heavens and earth put togeti A man named Omair bin al-
Hemam {:) heard the Prophet'ss) statement. As such, this man raised the question
Allah's MessengerX): “ O Prophet of Allah! Did you say the reward is P&adwhich is as
wide as the heavens and earth put together! ThehBtofz) answered positively. The
Companion said: Blessed be it! Blessed be it! Traplet, peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him, asked the mafhat urged you to say what you said?"The man replied: ‘O
Prophet of Allah! The only hope | entertain is ® dne of the dwellers of this Paradise!” The
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon keig: “Surely, you are one of the
dwellers of this Paradise.”Upon hearing such a word from the Prophet the man got few
dates out of his bag to eat before the fight beBam,. the man threw the dates in the air and
uttered, By Allah! If | lived to finish eating theglates it would be a very long life! He rushed
to fight the enemies of Islam with all his mightilhe was killed.” (Muslim)

A man called Shaddad bin al-Hadi) reported that a Bedouin came to Allah's Messenger
(%) and expressed interest in Islam. The Bedouin seraced Islam. The Bedouin
expressed his interest to Allah's Messenggrt¢ immigrate with him to Madinah. As such,
Allah's Messenger#) asked Muslims to take care of the Bedouin, [whicky did]. The
Muslims fought a battle against the pagans andrasut, they won some war booty. Allah's
Messenger:i) distributed the booty among his Companions. Thddsiin was given a share
of the booty due to his participation in the fighhe Bedouin asked, 'What is this for?' Allah's
Messenger) stated, This is a share of the booty for your participatian in the fight.'

The Bedouin uttered, 'l did not give you my pleadeallegiance for worldly gains. In fact, |
followed you and embraced Islam hoping that anvarod the enemy would hit my throat,
then | would die, then | would be rewarded withdekse." Allah's MessengeE) commented
on the statement of the Bedoui,you are truthful with Allah, surely Allah would fulfill
your desire.' Later on, a battle was fought, the Bedouin wasdodead with an arrow in his
throat. He was carried forward and brought befbre Rrophet#). Allah's Messenger)
inquired, 'Isn't he the same Bedouin?' The peopssvared affirmatively. The Messenger of
Allah (¥) said,

‘Verily this man was truthful with Allah. Therefore , Allah Most Exalted is Truthful with
him.'

Allah's Messenger#) gave his cloak to be used as a shroud for théynear Bedouin. The
funeral was brought forward and they offered a faherayer for his soul, using the
following supplication for the soul of the martyr:

“O Allah! This is Your slave-servant, who immigrated for Your cause. He was killed as
a martyr. | am a witness for that.” (Nisaa'e)
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The incident is a testimony for this man and Hiediwho refused to accept his entitled share
of the war booty seeking complete sincerity indesire for the reward from Allah alone.

Omar bin Al-Khattab ) the famous rightly-guided Caliph and Companiorthe Prophet
(%) whose conquests reached into vast areas in tberkmvorld including the Roman and
Persian empires, heard his stomach growl due todaproper diet. Upon hearing the growl
of his own stomach, Omags) exclaimed O My dear stomach, growl or be still! By Allah!
You will not get properly filled until all Muslimfhave enough to eat (and enjoy a proper
diet)” (Baihagi in al-Sunan, 9/42]

The booty and spoils of warfare the early Muslinasngd by their conquests were sufficient
to let them lead a prosperous and gracious lifethmireal motive behind the conquests was
to call other peoples to the Word of Allah and tékgion of Islam, proven by the fact that the
conquered peoples were given the freedom of choieecept Islam as a religion and way of
life, and if they did, they would be entitled td #he rights of the other Muslims. This
equalitarian and universal approach was unknowthenworld at that time built upon racial
and national empires where some were privilegedesobnd the rest were second-class
citizens at best and more probably servants, slamdsfeudal serfs. If the conquered people
rejected Islam, and remained upon the religion thety did not declare war against the
Muslims, they were required to pay the Jizyah (“tHdax”) a symbolic amount of tax in
exchange for the protection of their lives, prosrand wealth guaranteed and secured by the
Islamic state. Additionally, payers of the headwauld enjoy all public facilities offered and
maintained by the Islamic state and were not requio pay any additional taxes whereas
Muslims, on the other hand, were required to pagy Hakah (obligatory charity on
accumulated wealth, the sum of two and half peroétteir annually accumulated funds or a
specified amount of agricultural and husbandry poa). Zakah is often much more than
what the amount of the head tax is annually. Ifrtbe-Muslims in a conquered land refuse to
accept either option, and choose to remain beéliiggeiwar would be waged against them in
order to deliver the Message of Islam to the peopfgeneral. The essential reason for waging
a war against other non-Muslims is the fact thame inhabitants of such non-Islamic
countries may, embrace Islam, have they knownriteiples and mission. For this essential
and noble objective, Allah Knows best, Islam im@osea Muslims to wage wars in order to
deliver the Message of Allah to the non-Muslims.

One of the greatest generals of Islam, namely, idHz@h al-Waleed «£); the most famous
and successful general of the early Muslims, exlpivkile he owned only a horse, a sword,
and a servant. Where could any one find a trageatérialistic life in the inheritance of such
a great Muslim general and warrior?

The books of the Islamic history are replete withmerous narratives of men of this high
caliber that confirm that worldly gains were noe thbjective of the early Muslims, rather,
they hoped for the reward from Allah the Most Gensrand Bountiful for their sincerity in
calling to Islam, the divine religion of guidana®r Allah.. As was revealed and promised
by the Prophet#) like when he said:

“If a single soul, male or female, is guided throuly you to Islam, it is better for you than
the choice red camels (of the world, i.e. the moptized possessions of the Arabs).”

(Muslim & others)
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There are many reliable accounts of early Muslimbngly giving up their entire wealth and
life savings as charity upon their conversion tarts The early members of the Quraish tribe
were noteworthy in this regard. Others were deplrioEtheir wealth because their families
boycotted them in anger for their embracement s Others had all their possessions
confiscated upon immigration to Medina. Others wexéremely involved in the work of
Islamic propagation and gave their time and wefttthis activity. To site one example, in
the major and decisive battle of Nahawand, a companf the Prophet#) named an-
Nu'man bin Mugrin al Mozani#) offered the following supplication, “O Allah! Hon and
Glorify Your Divine religion, and make those vidtmus who believe in You. 'O Allah! Let
me be the first to be martyred in the battle. GalAlIGrant my eyes the true pleasure to see the
best conquest that grants honor and dignity tarisi@ people! Put faith in Allah, He will
certainly shower you with His Mercy”. Do you seeyamaterialistic greed and desire for
personal glory in this supplication? The main otiecis surely to seek the Pleasure of Allah
and the sincere wish to call others to accept Idtartheir own benefit.

The Ruler of Egypt, the Mugawaqis, sent his messetgé¢he Muslim General, Amr bin al-
Aas (&) who conquered Egypt. The Muslim General was Imgidhe Babylon fortress in
siege. The Egyptian Ruler asked his spy to reporivbat they observed. They all had a
consensus on their observation. They said, “We Inatieed that they prefer death over life.
They prefer to be modest and humble, rather thandoand arrogant. We have noticed that
they have no interest among them in worldly gaim$ possessions. They sit on the floor, and
their leader sits like one of them. No one coulifledentiate between the leader and the led,
the master and the slave. They are almost alitesspective of their ranks.”

These and many more examples show that accumulafiche spoils of war and self-
aggrandizement were not the objectives of early livhss rather the zeal of the mission of
Islam to guide mankind propelled them from theitiveahomeland to the surrounding areas,
carrying with them the universal message of Islam.

Just War Theory and Practice in Islam

Islam, as we explained earlier, is a divine religof submission to Allah and His revealed
guidance for man, which seeks peace and teaches.mdthough Islam calls for peaceful
interactions with all peoples of all countries, aggment in war may become necessary at
times as a final remedy. Allah has limited the aggion of the times to go to war to five
situations. It is not called war but “Jihad” acdoglto Islamic terminology, meaning to strive
and exert one’s utmost effort in the cause of Allelhe essential difference between war and
Jihad is that the objective of Jihad is to defdreNluslims and allow their right to deliver the
Islamic invitation to Islam, and to spread the @nsal message of the Divine Word of Allah,
Most Exalted and Almighty. As for war, it may be flefense against aggression, a legitimate
reason within certain conditions, but in broad geseral historical terms it most often is
waged as an aggression and for unjust personahanmhal vendettas; for imperial, colonial
and corporate expansion and hegemony; for the aprgxploitation, plunder and theft of
material and human resources; or for mere famey glod arrogance. Islam does not condone
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any of the war objectives and above purposes ansiders them all illegitimate and worthy
of just retribution. There are only five legitimatasons for Jihad, as follows:

1. Defense against attack upon life, property, theahd honor of the Muslim nation and
national borders. This is based on the verse redeaalthe Glorious Quran:

{Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, biudo not transgress limits; for Allah
does not love the transgressors. (2:190)

This is also based on the tradition of the Messeafjallah () who said:

“Whoever is killed while attempting to protect his belongings is a martyr; whoever is
killed while attempting to protect himself is a matyr; whoever is killed while attempting

to protect his religion is a martyr; and whoever iskilled while attempting to protect his

family is a martyr.”

(Tirmidhi, Abu Da’ood, Nisaa’'l & Ibn Majah)

2. Defense against oppression or those assistinghen oppression of the weak and
defenseless. Jihad in this type has a clear obhlgdiumanitarian objective. Allah, Most
Majestic, states in His Glorious Qur’an:

{And why shouldn’t you fight in the cause of Allah,and for those who, being weak, are
persecuted and oppressed? Men, women, and childrewhose cry is: ‘Our Lord! Rescue
us from this town, whose people are oppressors, anaise for us, from Yourself, a
protector, and raise for us, from Yourself, a helpd } (4:75)

This command to resist aggression and persecwgiaiso based on the verse revealed in the
Glorious Qur’an:

{Those who believed, immigrated, and fought for theFaith, with their property and
their persons, in the cause of Allah, as well asdlse who gave them asylum and aid, these
are all friends and protectors, one of another. Ado those who believed, but did not
immigrate (in the cause of Allah); you do not owehtem the duty of protection until they
come into exile; but if they seek your aid in religon, it is your duty to help them, except
against a people with whom you have a treaty of mual alliance. And remember that
Allah sees all that you dg: (8:72)

3. In retaliation to the breach and violation ofesanly concluded covenants, pacts and
treaties. This is based on the verse revealectiithrious Qur'an that states:

{But if they violate their oaths after their covenan, and taunt you for your Faith, fight
the chiefs of disbelief: for their oaths are nothig to them: that they will henceforth be
restrained. Will you not fight people who violated their oaths, plotted to expel the
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Messenger, and took the aggressive by being thedirto assault you? Do you fear them?
Nay! It is Allah Whom you should more justly fear,if you truly believe!} (9:12-13)

4. Disciplinary actions against those Muslims wiggrass and start hostilities without any
just cause, and continue obstinately on the patggfession as Allah the Almighty states:

{If two parties among the Believers fall into a quarel, make peace between them: but if
one of the parties transgresses beyond bounds agstirthe other, then fight against the
one that transgresses until it complies with the Gomand of Allah. If it complies, make

peace between them with justice, and be just andifafor Allah loves those who are just

and fair.} (49:9)

This type of jihad proves that the purpose of jimdlways for law and justice since it is
waged even against Muslim criminals.

5. For the spread of the religion of Islam when pedcefeans are impossible. This type
is only in the last resort after a series of peacebntacts proves to the Muslim ruler that
peaceful means have become impossible. The feptistan invitation to allow the peaceful
preaching of Islam, following the practice (sunnah}the Prophet#) when, as mentioned
above, he had sent letters to the surroundingsimeiting them to Islam. If the ruler refused
this invitation, he and his people are offereddpgon of becominglhimmees, that is, people

of the protected non-Muslim community governed tsyawn religious laws but obliged to
abide by the general Islamic laws to maintain laxder and security, and to pay the Jizya tax
in lieu of performing military service. Only whehe non-Muslims refused these conditions
were their grounds for the commencement of opetiebfdr the fact that they oppose the
peaceful propagation of Islam. The Muslims are meguto wage Jihad against those who not
only reject Islam’s universal message for mankimat tllah alone is worthy of worship and
Prophet Muhammad) is His Messenger but also stop or curtail theeagrof this universal
message and its propagation by peaceful means Isldhe universal faith and religion of
Allah, the Creator And Lord — Sustainer of mankiadd therefore is not for any specific
people but for all men who should be able to ledyout Islam and have the chance to submit
to Allah willfully: acceptance of Islam and convers is not the mission or objective that
Muslims seek because guidance is only in the Hahdslah, Most Wise and Sublime. All
people must have a chance to hear about the gagduassce, brotherhood, love, equality and
peace and all that Islam teaches. The BenevolahtAdmighty Lord of Man states in His
Glorious Qur’an:

{And fight them until there is no more temptation, srife or oppression, and there
prevails justice and faith in Allah altogether andeverywhere. But if they cease, verily,
Allah sees all that they dg:  (8:39)

If at any time the enemies of Islam and the Muslo@ase their hostilities and aggressions and
sue for or accept just terms of peace, Muslimsadniegged to stop the state of war, start
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negotiations, and it becomes unlawful for themuospe any course of warfare against them.
Allah, the Wise and Omniscient said:

{Except those who join a group between whom and yaihere is a treaty (of peace), or
those who approach you with hearts restraining themfrom fighting you as well as
fighting their own people. If Allah had willed, He could have given them power over you,
and they would have fought you: therefore if they whdraw from you and do not fight
you but instead send you guarantees of peace, thAtlah has opened no way for you (to
continue the war against them): (4:90)

The causes of legitimate warfare are thus idedtidfibove, and other verses in this context are
as follows:

Allah, the Great, said:

{They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Mortts. Say: ‘Fighting therein is a
great (transgression) but a greater (transgressionin the sight of Allah is to prevent
mankind from following the Way of Allah, to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to the
Holy Mosque (in Makkah), and to drive out its inhaltants and fitnah (temptation,
worship of idols, and civil strife) is worse than Kling. } (2:217)

Allah, the Great, says:

{And fight them until there is no more fithah (disbdief and worshipping others besides
Allah) and (all and every kind of) worship is for Allah. But if they cease, let there be no
transgression except against the tyrants.

(2:193)
Allah, the Exalted, says:

{Those who believe fight in the Way of Allah, and thse who disbelieve fight in the Way
of Taghoot (Satan, idols, tyrants). So fight you agnst the followers of Satan: Indeed the
plot of Satan is feeble: (4:76)

All other types of wars, as mentioned above, resylnh destruction and great loss of life and
property, are banned and declared unlawful and eaggm in Islam. Wars waged to
arrogantly demonstrate force and supposed supgri@s with those rationalized as pre-
emptive strikes, are also prohibited in Islam. AglA, the Exalted, says:

{And be not like those who started from their homesn arrogance and insolence and to
be seen of men, and to hinder men from the path @fllah: for indeed Allah encompasses
around all that they do} (8:47)
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Although Islam permits fighting for the necessaepasons mentioned above, it lays down
strict rules and regulations for the conduct offewar on both the leaders and the soldiers, the
“mujahideen,” and directs all to observe the ndslamic manners and ethics even in this
most difficult of times. The Muslim fighters arerpetted to target and kill only those who
fight against them or assist and support othertdighin the battlefield. As for the elderly
people, minors, women, sick, wounded, or those wduotate and seclude themselves in
worship by belief in non-violence, all these categm® of people who are non-combatants are
not to be targeted, killed, molested or even beithen any manner by Muslim fighters. It is
prohibited to kill an enemy soldier fighting againduslims wounded and fallen on a
battlefield as well. Islam bans mutilation of thedies and cadavers of all killed enemies.
Furthermore, Islam bans the killing of the enemasmals, and the destruction of their
agriculture and dwellings and infrastructure, exdegertain circumstances necessary for the
immediate battle. Additionally, Islam prohibits enttional pollution of the water sources of
the enemies and their wells. Islam considers &laforementioned items as acts leading to
the disruption of the society and unnecessary hgyas the common people.

Jihad in Islam is a means to allow the peacefudagbiof the Word of Allah and the message
of Islam. As Allah states in His Glorious Qur'ahetintention of this life for a Muslim is to
seek the life of the Hereafter through good deeds:

{But seek with that which Allah has bestowed upon yg the Home of the Hereafter, and
do not forget your due portion in this World. Do gad as Allah has been good to you,
and do not seek occasions for mischief in the lanthdeed Allah does not love those who
do mischief}

(28:77)

From among the many teachings and guidance fromhAlIMessenger, peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, to the mujahideen, are tHowing:

The Messenger of Allah4) stated that there is only one legitimate intamfior jihad, when
he said:

“He who strives and fights in order to make the Wod of Allah the Most Supreme is the
one who strives and fights for the cause of Allah.”(Bukhari & Muslim)

When a woman was found killed in one of these ésttlhe Messenger of Allah mentioned
that this one was not fighting and forbade thargllof women and children. (Muslim)

He also gave the following instructions:

“Begin your fight with the Name of Allah against hose who declare the state of disbelief
in Allah. Fight against them, but do not breach you contracts or covenants. Do not
mutilate the bodies of the fighters killed. Do nokill a newly born baby.” (Muslim)
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And he said:

“Go forward in the name of God. Do not kill an eldely person, nor a child, nor a
woman, and do not exceed the bounds(Malik & Abu Dawood)

The eminent companion, Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq the first Muslim Caliph of the Islamic
State, gave the following advice to the Muslim arheydeputed sayingWait before you
leave. | would like to give you the following advies: Do not betray or act treacherously;
Do not steal from the war booty before its proper ad lawful distribution; Do not breach
your pledges and covenants with your enemies; Do nhmutilate the bodies of the killed
fighters; Do not kill a little, minor child, a woman, or an elderly man; Do not cut or
burn a palm tree [or any other tree for any reason] Do not cut a fruit-bearing tree; Do
not slaughter a sheep, a cow or a camel, except fgour food; You may come across
people who seclude themselves for the worship of Godeave them alone. Do not bother
them or cause any disruption to their lives.[Reported by at-Tabari, Vol.3, p.226, and
others]

Similarly, Muslims must declare war prior to theghming of the fight. This is because
Muslims are neither betrayers, nor dishonest fightislam imposes some of the best of war
ethics and morals onto the Muslim fighters. Islaequires full adherence to justice and no
oppression to the fighting enemies.

Omar bin Abdul-Aziz, may Allah have mercy on hirmeoof the early Umayyad Muslim
Caliphs, was approached by a delegation of fighaetke city of Samargand who complained
about the Muslim leader, Qutaibah, who had takemtby a surprise attack. The Caliph sent
a letter to the governor of the concerned area camaimg him to assign a judge to investigate
this matter, and if the judge deemed that Muslilmsutd get out of the city and leave it for
any breach of trust, they must comply with the megt. The governor of Samargand
assigned a judge named Jomai' bin Hader al-Baji pdssed his verdict that Muslims should
leave the city which they had conquered. The Muslimy commander must first declare war
openly and with a proper proclamation, prior toading the land and launching their attack
upon the people of Samarqgand, give them a chanpgeepare themselves for the fight and to
know the reasons for the attack. The people of $zend seeing the just dealing of the
Muslims, decided against restarting hostilities aocdepted the terms of Islamic rule. [see
"Futuh-al-Buldan" Countries of the Conquests, biaBauri, p.428]

As with reference to captives and prisoners, alwagensitive and divisive subject between
warring parties, Islam strictly forbids intimidatiptorture, mutilation, or starving them to
death. Indeed, feeding them is a virtue the rewérghich is with Allah as he says:

{And they feed, for the love of Allah, the indigentthe orphan, and the captive, (Saying):
We feed you for the sake of Allah alone, and we daot desire from you reward nor
thanks.» (76:8-9)
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The Islamic leader reserves the full freedom teasé the prisoners of war free without
ransom, set terms for their ransom, or release timeaxchange for the release of Muslim
prisoners of war. This is based on the verse reddalthe Glorious Qur’an:

{Therefore, when you meet the disbelievers (in warfa), smite at their necks. At length,
when you have thoroughly subdued them, bind a firnbond (on them if captured alive).
Thereafter (you may dispose of them) either by yougenerosity or through ransom --
until the war lays down its burdens (by peace tregf). Thus (you are commanded), but if
it had been Allah's Will, He could certainly have &acted retribution from them
(Himself); but (He lets you fight) in order to testyou, some by means of the others.
Those who are slain in the way of Allah, He will neer let their deeds be lost. (47:4)

As for the defeated non-Muslim residents of thequamed countries, the people of the Book
like the Christians and Jews, were treated witpeets and their integrity, dignity and honor
was maintained, their wealth and properties secfroed aggression and unjust confiscation.
They and their women were never molested or undlulyiliated in any manner, way or
means. The homes and dwellings for their familieseneft unharmed. In summery they were
dealt with fairly and justly. Their originally dime faith was honored and dignified, and if
they chose to remain upon it they were responsibtespect and obey the Islamic tenants and
religion, and maintain obedience to the public gaaturity and rule of equitable law. This is
based on many verses and teachings, including Altet said as follows:

{(They are) those who, if We establish them in theahd, establish regular prayer and
give regular charity, enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end (and
decision) of (all) affairs} (22:41)

One of the best evidences reflecting these teashimighe example set by Omar bin al-
Khattab () the second Muslim Caliph of the Islamic State] #re conqueror of the Roman
and Persian empires, to the inhabitants of Jemns@elia upon entering it as victorious.
Tabari reported that he wrote to them as follows:

"In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate and Mst Gracious. This is the
covenant of security granted by the servant of Alla, 'Omar the Commander of the
Faithful, to the people of Aelia. He, hereby, guanatees the security of their persons and
property, their churches and crosses, the little amh the great and all adherents of the
Christian religion. It is prohibited that their chu rches be inhibited or demolished or
diminished as regards with the church itself or itsdomain. Nor may their crosses be
impaired or any of their properties in any manner. They should not be coerced to
abandon their faith and none of them may be harmedNo Jews are permitted to live
with them in Aelia. Upon the people of Aelia fallgshe obligation to pay the jizya, as is the
case with the people of Mada'in, as well as evicrdm their midst the Byzantine.
Whoever of these who leaves Aelia will be granteesurity of person and property until
he reaches his destination. Whoever decides to stay Aelia will also be granted the
same, and share with the people of Aelia in theirights and pay jizya. The same applies
to the people of Aelia as well as to any other peys. Those who would like to march
with the Byzantines may go and those who would like return to their people will not
be bound to pay anything until they reap their hanest. Allah attests to the content of
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this treaty, and so do His Prophet, his successoasd the believers. This is witnessed by
Khalid Ibn Al-Walid, 'Amr lbn Al-'Aas, Abdur-Rahman Ibn Al-'Awf and Mu'awiyah
Ibn Abi Sufyan. Executed in the year 15 Hijri."

Surely, there is nothing comparable in recordetbhyof mankind. We believe that this is the
best form of nobility, justice and tolerance frohe tconqueror's side towards the vanquished.
Most conquerors strip the defeated people froniglits, freedoms and honor, including the
right to a decent life, subjugating them to lab®skaves or second-class citizens and serve the
conquerors’ interests. Omar bin al-Khattab) (could have easily dictated harsh terms and
conditions against the defeated Christians and Zéwlse time, but followed the lead of the
Prophet Muhammad) in his generosity and magnanimity when he conegidiakkah after
years of dealing with their treacherous warfaretlwé Medinan period and the bitter
persecution of the Makkan period of his missionisTjastice aimed at the noble goal of
propagating the word of Allah and not gaining peedoor national advantage. These
examples, among others, illustrate the justicesréwice, and beauty of Islam, the divinely
revealed religion of Allah for universal and justage. The laws of Allah, the Almighty, must
apply to all people without any exception or fatism.

Non-Muslims living under the Islamic rule are olaligd to pay the Jizyah (so called head tax)
which is a minimal, symbolic amount imposed on tto&-Muslim residents who willingly
choose to maintain their previous faith and lifel@enthe government of the Islamic State. The
basis of this is found in the verse of Allah:

{Fight against those who do not believe in Allah, man the Last Day, nor forbid that
which has been forbidden by Allah and His Messengenor acknowledge the religion of
truth, from among the people of the Scripture, unti they pay the jizya with willing
submission and feel themselves subdued.(9:29)

This tax is of three types as calculated by theetway of the time:

o The head tax of the rich and the affluent peoples s estimated as forty-eight
dirhams of silver taken from each individual antyal

o The head tax of the middle-class individuals sucmarchants, businessmen, and
farmers. This is estimated as twenty-four dirhafmsleer taken from each individual
annually.

. The head tax taken from the laborers and craftsmfenare in business. This is
estimated as twelve dirhams of silver taken frochaadividual annually.

The Jizya tax is imposed on the non-Muslims livimgthe Islamic State as a sign of
submission to the Islamic State, as a symbolic gagnfior the guarantee that their honor,
integrity, wealth and life will be protected by thHslamic government against external
enemies and internal violations, and because thegxempted from serving in the military.
This protection includes all rights and obligati@ssspecified and agreed upon contractually.
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In comparison Muslims have additional duties, idahg the obligation to serve in the
military when required, and to pay the Zakah (ddtligy alms) and other forms of sadagah
(charity).

Khalid bin al-Waleed £) one of the most renowned Muslim war generalspne of his
contractual pledges to the non-Muslims living ie tlslamic State said:l have given you
my pledge of trust to accept your head tax and inaturn, to protect you against all
possible odds (that we protect ourselves againstlf. we succeed in offering you the
protection we would take the head tax. If not, theryou would not have to pay it until we
can provide you such protection.”(Balathuri's history)

L. Veccia Vaglieri, in her book entitled “Defendiriglam” says:“Conquered people by
Islamic governments were given full freedom to maitain and preserve their faith and
traditions provided that individuals who elected ths option and did not accept Islam as
a way of life, would pay a fair head tax to the Islmic government. Head tax was less
than what Muslims paid to their government. Non Mudéims, residing under Islamic
ruled state, paid such tax in exchange for the gera blanket protection offered by the
Islamic government extended for its own people.”

One must remember that the three types of the jeya&alculated above were for the earning
members whereas other classes of the non-Muslimsamely the poor, needy, minors,
women, the monks, priests, or rabbis, the permneahsabled, and the blind -- were
exempted entirely from the payment of this head &axi their protection, needs and general
welfare was undertaken free of cost by the Islahneasury.

For example, Omar bin al-Khattak:Y was sitting once when an old Jew passed by asking
people to give him charity. Omar asked about thianes of the individual and was informed
that the man was living as a non-Muslim under thle of the Islamic state and protection,
paying head tax. Omars( declared:"We have not been fair to you! We have imposed
head tax on you and charged you such tax when youeve young and able, and now we
are not providing you with the proper social care ad welfare (when you are old and
disabled).”

As a result, Omar took the man to his own home,hied and offered him proper clothing.

And thereafter he commanded the Muslim TreasukeoK into the case of this man, and
those of similar situation, and give them a suéintiincome from the Islamic Treasury, along
with their families. Allah, the Almighty, stated kis Qur’an

{Alms are for the poor and destitute; the needy; thee employed to administer the
(funds); those whose hearts have been (recently)cenciled (to the truth); those in

bondage; and in debt; in the cause of Allah; and fothe wayfarer: (thus it is) ordained

by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdomy (9:60)

The poor are the Muslims. The needy are the Peuptlee Book.” [Abu Yousef, al-Kharaj,
p.126]

In Khalid bin al-Waleed'’s pledge, may Allah be @ed with him, to the non-Muslims of al-
Heerah, in Iraq, the following was writtetAny non-Muslim living under the protection
of the Islamic state who grows old and becomes unigbto work, or becomes a terminal
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patient, or becomes broke and bankrupt in such a maner that he would be entitled for
charity by his own people's faith, will no longer ke required to pay the head tax. Such
individuals will be provided for their essential neds from the Islamic Treasury, along
with their families” [Abu Yousef, Al-Kharaj, p.144]

Lis Lictenstadter, a German scholar, in her botéd;, “Islam and the Modern Age, states:

“The option given to the people of Persia and Romine West, during the time of the spread
of Islam, was not to be killed by the sword or gtdslam. In fact, the option was either to

accept Islam as a way of life, or else to pay tadntax (in exchange for protection). This is a
praiseworthy plan which was applied later on inl&nd during the rein of Queen Elizabeth.”

[Islam and Modern Age, p. 67. See also, Ahmad ®halzomparative Religious Studies, vol.

3, p.174]

Non-Muslims living under the rule of the Islamiat& are fully entitled for full protection and
respect for their rights. Allah the Almighty stateghe Glorious Qur’an:

{It may be that God will grant love and friendship between you and those whom you
hold as enemies. For God has power over all thinggnd God is Most Forgiving, Most
Merciful. God forbids you not, with regard to thosewho do not fight you for your Faith
nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing kindy and justly with them: for God
loves those who are just. God only forbids you, witregard to those who fight you for
your Faith, and drive you out of your homes, and spport others in driving you out,
from turning to them for friendship and protection. Those who turn to them (in these
circumstances) do wrong: (60:7-9)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

"The one who wrongs a covenanter or impairs his rigt or overworks him or forcibly
takes something from him, | will be his prosecutoon the Day of Judgment.”

(Abu Dawood & Nasa’'ee)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

"The one who kills a covenanter will never smell tk scent of heaven and its scent is
found at the distance of forty years.” (Bukhari)

In summery we quote from Will Durant about this nucaligned jizya, who quotes from the
orientalist Welldiorant: “The people of dhimma: @ians, Zaradishts, Jews and Sabi'a;
enjoyed a degree of tolerance during the Umayyéal which can never be assimilated to
Christian countries nowadayBhey were free to practice their rituals. They neimed their
churches and synagogues and the only obligationthasthey should wear a special color
and pay tax for every person pro rata on his incofhés sum ranged between two and four
dinars. This tax was exclusively levied on non-Nmslwho can go to war. However priests,
women, children, slaves, elderly men, the disalileelblind and the destitute were exempted
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from the tax. Dhimmis were exempted from militasgnsce in return. They were also
exempted from zakat which is 2.5% of the annuabrime and the government was bound to
protect them.” [History of Civilization, vol.12, 1]

Islamic Principles Enjoin Mercy and Condemn Aggres®n

The Divine religion of Islam is a religion of peacmercy, tolerance, kindness and
benevolence. It stands upright against all brytalitanton violence, and viciousness in order
to promote and protect justice and peace. Allag,Nlost Benevolent urged all Muslims to
follow the pattern of Allah's Messengek)(as follows:

{It is part of the Mercy of Allah that you deal genty with them. Were you severe or
harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from abat you. So pass over their faults,
and ask for Allah's forgiveness for them; and condtithem in the affairs. Then, when
you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah.For Allah loves those who put their
trust in Him. » (3:159)

Allah the Wise and Sublime characterizes the mmssioMuhammad ) as a mercy to all,
when He said Most Exalted:

{We have not sent you but as a Mercy for all creatin}

(21:108)

The teachings of Islam call all Muslims to show ayeand kindness to every innocent and
poor person. The Prophet of Allaf)(said:

“The merciful and kind people will receive the Merg/ of the Merciful Lord, Allah, the
Almighty. Be merciful to people on earth, and Allah the Almighty, Who is in Heaven,
will grant you His Mercy.” (Tirmidthi)

and in another version he said:

“Allah, the Almighty, would be Merciful to the merciful people. Be merciful to those on
earth, and the One in Heaven would be Merciful to gu.”

(Tirmidthi & Abu Dawood)
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Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Being kind to others is good in every matter, andif kindness is removed (from the
hearts of people) the situation becomes bad and wsit (Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah, may the peace and blesdiddglah be upon him saidHe who is
deprived of forbearance and gentleness is, in factleprived of all good." [Reported by
Muslim].

The Prophet) said:

"Whenever forbearance is added to something, it adas it; and whenever it is
withdrawn from something, it leaves it defective." (Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah) said to Ashaj Abdul-Qais, may Allah be pleasethvim:
"You possess two qualities that Allah loves: clemeay and tolerance.” (Muslim)

Furthermore, Islam requires that mercy and kindttnent should be meted out to all people,
even to the enemies of the Muslims captured dutivegjihad, as in the command of the
Prophet of Allah's Messenget) when he said:Be kind and merciful to the captives” [see
Al-Mu'jammal-Kabeer, The Grand Dictionary of Hadi#2/393].

If the Prophet#) commanded this command to Muslims concernindhtigtile enemies who
are fighting against them, then the treatment tde/déine peaceful people would naturally be
even better.

Never is any life to be taken unjustly. As Allahdsa

{Nor take life, -which Allah has made sacred-, exceégdor just cause. And, if anyone is
slain wrongfully, We have given his heir authority(to demand Qisas or to forgive): but
let him not exceed bounds in the matter of takingifie; for he is helped (by the law):
(17:33)

More on this topic will be presented below, butehét us note that Islamic mercy and
kindness, not to mention the prohibition of taklifig unjustly, is not limited to human beings
but includes animals and all living creatures all.we

The Prophet of Allah, may the peace and blessifgslah be upon him, noticed someone
shooting a little bird for fun and then leavingatdie for no reason, whereupon he said:

“This little bird would supplicate its case before Allah the Almighty on the Day of
Judgment, saying ‘O My Lord! This man killed me for no reason to benefit by my death
(like hunting for food which is allowed).”
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(Ahmed & Nasa'ee)

The companion Abdullah ibn Omagj is reported to have passed by a group of young me
from the tribe of Quraish who had captured a bird aet it up as a shooting target. He said:
'Who placed this bird as a shooting target? Mawp##l Curse descend on the person who did
this! The Messenger of Allabz) said:

“Allah the Almighty curses the person who capturesand sets any living creature as a
shooting target” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Allah's Messenger#) commanded Muslims to show kindness in every acteven when
slaughtering an animal, by the words:

“Allah, the Almighty, prescribes perfection in evely action. If you Kill, be perfect in your
killing. If you slaughter an animal for meat, perfect your act of slaughtering. Sharpen
your knife and be good, kind, and merciful to the aimal you are about to slaughter.
Give the slaughtered animal the best comfort you ea while being slaughtered.”
(Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“While a man was on a trip in the wilderness he beame extremely thirsty. He searched
for water and found a well and managed to go to théottom of the well to get to the
water. Since he had nothing to reach the bottom frm the top where the water was he
suffered a great deal to reach down but eventualljnanaged to quench his thirst and
came out of the well. Upon reaching the surface Heund a dog with his tongue stretched
out from severe thirst. The man thought to himself:This dog is certainly suffering the

same hardship | suffered from his severe thirst.” Tierefore the man went down the well
again, holding one of his shoes by his teeth, fillethe shoe with water and brought it
back up to the thirsty dog. The dog drank and wentaway. Allah, the Almighty,

appreciated the action of this man and forgave hiprevious sins.”

One of the audience, who heard the statement oPtbphet £) enquired, O Messenger of
Allah! Would we be rewarded for being kind and nifetdo animals? Allah's Messengek)
asserted:

“Truly there is a blessed reward for being kind andmerciful to every living creature
that has a moist liver.”

(Bukhari)

Conversely a woman deserved the penalty and thiwiaAllah, the Almighty, and was to
become one of the dwellers of the Fire of Hell,aasesult of her cruelty to a cat. Allah's
Messengeri) is reported to have said:
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“A certain woman would become a dweller of the Fireof Hell as a result of cruel
treatment of a cat. She tied the cat up and did natffer it food nor let it eat food from its
surroundings” (Bukhari & Muslim)

The list of the Prophet'sz) commands to Muslims to be kind, merciful, anddkiearted even
to animals is endless. We only cited above few gtasn Some other examples are as under:

Allah's MessengerX) said while passing by a donkey that had beeadett on its face:

“May Allah's Curse descend on the person who placethis tattoo on the face of the
donkey.” (Muslim)

Allah's Messenger#) is reported to have said while passing by a catinal appeared
extremely thin from hunger:

“Be mindful and honor the Commandments of Allah comrerning these animals, which
can't express their needs by speech. Ride them wiiyou keep them in good shape, and
slaughter and eat them while you keep them in gocghape.” (Abu Da ood)

If such was the mercy and kindness to animals amul creatures, what about the human
being, who is given preference, honor and respest all other creatures of Allah’s creation?
The Omniscient and Almighty Allah honored man ab@deothers, and enumerated His
bounties to mankind:

{We have honored the sons of Adam and provided themith transport on land and sea,
given them for sustenance things good and pure, armbnferred on them special favors,
making them to be above a greater part of Our Creaon.} (17:70)

Indeed by obedience to Allah and the guidance tedea His Messengers, man is honored,
but by disobedience he falls into disgrace andaishs himself by shameful and obnoxious
deeds.

Islamic General Principles Champion Comprehensive €ace

For peace to be true and comprehensive it mustngpass all spheres of human activity
fulfilling the needs of life in a balanced and jusanner. Islamic laws and teachings include
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the following principles, legal precepts and guitkan- presented as examples only -- all of
which aim at promoting such a universal and jusicpe

-> Respect for the human life

Islam values all human life, and for its protectiomposes the death penalt@ifaas| for
premeditated and intentional murder of an innosend. Accidental and unintentional killing
has a different penalty, which is callebiyyah” (blood-money), defined as a pre-determined
sum of money, given to the heirs of the persoredtjllas a compensation money. This blood-
money is by no means an equal for the loss of gregm killed, but it is rather a financial
compensation for the harm they suffer as a redulbe loss of their loved one. Atonement
(kaffarah) is to be performed by the killer by emancipatioh a slave, or observing a
continuous fast for two consecutive months to expibe sin of his mistake. If the murderer
cannot observe this fast for a legitimate reas@njshobliged to feed sixty poor people a
reasonably sufficient meal. This atonement is anohavorship by which the sinner seeks
pardon and forgiveness from Allah Most Merciful fus unintentional sin of killing a human
soul. All this is done to demonstrate the sacresliéshe human life. Islam prescribes the
severe penalty for killing a human soul intentidyaince if a potential killer realizes that he
or she will be killed in retaliation and penalty fihe crime, perhaps they will think twice
before committing murder. If the penalty were amyhless than strict retribution, the
criminals would continue boldly in their crimes. &bame applies to all capital and corporal
punishments, calleHudood (boundaries) in Islam. Capital punishments innskxe efficient
and effective just penalties and successful dettsr®r a very essential and noble reason to
preserve and maintain security of the human lgeAllah, the Most wise and Almighty states
in His Glorious Qur’'an:

{In Qisaas (Law of Equality in Retribution) there is Life for you, O men of
understanding, that you may restrain yourselves (fiom transgression); (2:179)

And Allah Most Beneficent said:

{On that account: We ordained for the Children of Isael that if any one slew a person -
unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief m the land - it would be as if he slew

the whole people: and if any one saved a life, itould be as if he saved the life of the
whole people Then although there came to them Our prophets withclear signs, yet,

even after that, many of them continued to commitxcesses in the land. (5:32)

Furthermore, the hardened unrepentant crimindirisatened with the everlasting penalty in
the Hellfire, a permanent abode of humiliation andless torture, under the Wrath of Allah,
the Almighty, in the Hereafter. Allah, the Wise afldnhighty states:
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{If a man kills a Believer intentionally, his recomgnse is Hell, to abide therein (forever),
and the wrath and the curse of Allah are upon himand a dreadful penalty is prepared
for him.} (4:93)

Abu Bakrah &) narrated: “l heard Allah’s Messenget)(saying:

“When two Muslims fight (meet) each other with ther swords, both the murderer as
well as the murdered will go to Hell-fire.” | said: “O Allah’s Messenger! It is all right for
the murderer, but what about the murdered onehAllislessenger repliedHe surely had
the intention to kill his companion.” (Bukhari)

Of course if one sincerely repents then Allah’s &§eand Forgiveness encompasses all
sinners.

-> Equality of human status

All humans are innately equal and this appliesdit lmale and female alike. When Allah, the
Almighty, created the first human, Adam, peace bledsings of Allah be upon him, -- our
great grandfather and the father for entire hunganithe also created our grandmother Eve.
Thus humanity is essentially one family and of cexee from this honorable couple. Humans
became distinguished thereafter by their belief aimkdience or their disbelief and
disobedience. Allah, the Almighty, states in ther@ius Qur'an:

{O Mankind! Reverence your Guardian-Lord, who createl you from a single Person
and created its mate, and from the two of them sctdred countless men and women,;
fear Allah, through Whom you demand your mutual rights, and reverence the wombs
(that bore you), for Allah is ever watchful over yai.} (4:1)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“All people are the children of Adam and Adam is ceated from the dust.”(Ahmed)

Since dust is of different colors and traits, mkso @eveloped into different colors and traits.
The Prophet Muhammag) said:

“Allah has relieved you from the burden of ignoran@ with its pride in the fathers and
the ancestors. You are all from Adam, and Adam isrébm dust. There is no difference
between an Arab and a non-Arab, nor between a blacknan and a red man except in

piety.”
(Abu Dawood)
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All humans initially believed in the common faith tslamic monotheism as revealed to
Adam, and spoke the same common language. As Ahah Almighty states in His
Magnificent Qur’an:

{Mankind was but one Ummah (nation and community) bt differed (later). Had it not
been for a (definite) Word that went forth before fom your Lord, their differences
would have been settled between thein. (10:19)

Consequently man began to differ and the reasarttiéa differences include: multiplication
of their numbers; emigrations to various areashef eéarth; divergence of colors and other
features of the human subgroups developing thrdimgh by environmental stimulus etc;
development of local languages and dialects and/roter factors.

Since Islam regards each human being, regardlesscef color, language, creed, faith,
religion, or home country on an equal footing wither human beings in the trait of
humanity, all human beings are equal before thesLafwAllah, the Almighty:

{O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of anale and a female, and made you
into nations and tribes, that ye may know each othe(not that ye may despise each
other). Verily the most honored of you in the sightof Allah is (he who is) the most
righteous of you. And Allah has full Knowledge ands well-acquainted (with all things)}
(49:13)

And in the traditions we read that Aishah, Allahgleased with her, reported: The Quraish
were much worried about the case of a Makhzumiyaman who had committed theft and
wondered who should intercede for her with Messeng@llah (). Some said Usamah bin
Zaid (#) was his beloved and thus he may dare do so. améls {) spoke to him about
that matter, and the Prophet)(said to him

“Are you interceding when one of the penal codes dained by Allah has been violated?”
Then he got up and addressed the people sayling people before you were ruined
because when a noble person amongst them committdeeft, they would leave him, but
if a weak person amongst them committed theft, theywould execute the legal
punishment on him. By Allah, were Fatimah, the daulgter of Muhammad, to commit

the theft, | would have cut off her hand.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

All human beings are also equal in terms of bagedom and responsibilities. Omar bin al-
Khattab () made an eloquent statement on this fact someefnircenturies ago when he
declared to a sinning Muslim who arrogantly had mged a non-Muslim: “Have you
enslaved some people though their own mothers gatreto them free?” Therefore, every
human being, in the sight of Islam, is entitledhe following types of freedom, mentioned in
brief examples as follows:
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- Freedom of thought and opinion Allah's Messenger, peace and blessings of Allahpos
him, commanded the Muslims, to declare the trutipyess honest opinion, and refrain from
intimidating others as he is reported to have said:

“A person who knows the truth and does not declard, is a mute devil” (Tirmidhi)

- Freedom of access to benefit from the wealth, mémals, and natural resources of the
earth. The Almighty Allah states:

{It is He Who has made the earth manageable for yosp traverse through its tracts and
enjoy of the Sustenance which He furnishes. (You ivireturn) unto Him for the
Resurrection.} (67:15)

- Freedom of access to lawful income and ownershipslam encourages all to work in
beneficial trades and have a free access to lamfoime. For instance in inheritance Allah,
the Almighty, states:

{From what is left by parents and those nearest retad, there is a share for men and a
share for women, whether the property be small ordrge, a determinate share. (4:7)

- Freedom of learning and teaching. Islam advocatethe freedom of learning for every
member in the society The Messenger of Allal) said:

“Seeking knowledge is an obligatory duty upon everjvuslim” (Baihaqi)

In fact, Islam classifies the act of monopolizingsential, useful and Islamic knowledge,
concealing it from others, and not sharing it wilem, an unforgivable act that renders the
doer to be the recipient of the Wrath of Allah, tAnighty, and His Penalty. Allah's
Messenger) is reported to have said:

“A knowledgeable person who is asked to share himkwledge with others but refuses to
do so and hides his information would have a harnesof fire put on him on the Day of
Judgment’” (Abu Dawood & Tirmidthi)

- Freedom of access to entitlement for leadershipogition in the society, if he possesses
the necessary qualificationsAbility and efficiency are the main criteria regpd for holding
leadership position in the Islamic society, as @@gbto color and race, for instance. Allah's
Messengeri) is reported to have said:
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“If a person is assigned the charge of the Muslimftairs, then appoints a person on
favoritism irrespective of his qualifications, he vould deserve the Wrath and Curse of
Allah. Allah, the Almighty, would not accept any ofhis actions and such a person would
be in the Hellfire”

(Hakim)

Many more freedoms are guaranteed in the Islansteny, only some are mentioned above
by way of examples.

Freedom is often a misused word, since real freecmmmot be achieved if man is a slave to
his base desires - or a servant of the desireshafr® - and seeks to fulfill them by any
immoral and unlawful means. The man is alluredhie false freedom by the enticement of
the Satan, the avowed enemy of all mankind, whbisnealous rage, hates the human race
and has given his committed oath to Allah to wathvhis troops in ambush to strike with
their arsenal of weapons whenever and whereveilpesallah, the Almighty said:

{O Children of Adam! Let not Satan seduce you in thesame manner as he made your
parents to be expelled from the Paradise, strippinghem of their garments to expose
their shame. Indeed he and his tribe watch you frona position where you cannot see
them (to entrap you). Indeed, We have made the EvDnes friends only to those who
disbelieve} (7:27)

-> The unity and inviolability of the religion of Allah for all humans

As the universal and eternal religion of Allah &kmen, Islam aims at eliminating all aspects
of tribalism, nationalism, racism and party spieiading to conflict. Islam is the religion of
Allah that was taught to all men in its essentidlsnonotheism even though particulars of the
law and guidance may vary according to man’s cistamces. The same basic message was
given from Prophet Adam until the final Messengaridmmad ).

Allah, the Almighty, states in the Glorious Qur’an:

{(Allah) has established for you the same religionhat He has enjoined on Noah -
(similar to) that which We have sent by inspirationto you - and that which We enjoined
on Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: namely, that you shiduremain steadfast in Religion,
and make no divisions therein. The (way) to whichgu call them is severe on those who
worship other than Allah. Indeed Allah chooses to kinself those whom He pleases, and
guides to Himself those who turn (to Him): (42:13)

Allah, the Almighty, also states:
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{We have sent revelation to you as We sent it to Nleand the Messengers after him: We
sent revelation to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacoband the Tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah,
Aaron, and Solomon, and to David We gave the Psalm®f some Messengers We have
already told you the story and of others We have ripand to Moses Allah spoke directly.
The Messengers gave good news as well as warning tlsat mankind - after the coming
of the Messengers - should have no plea against &it for Allah is Exalted in Power,
Wise} (4:163-165)

And Allah the Sublime says:

{That was the argument and reasoning about Us whickVe gave to Abraham (to use)
against his people: We raise whom We will, degredtar degree: for thy Lord is full of
wisdom and knowledge. We gave him Isaac and Jacoltl We guided: and before him
We guided Noah, and among his progeny, David, Solam, Job, Joseph, Moses and
Aaron: thus do We reward those who do good: And Zatariah and John, and Jesus and
Elias: all are in the ranks of the Righteous: (6:83-6)

The Lord sustainer of Man, Allah, the Omnisciend #&dmighty, sent them all with the same
call:

{O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god bt Him.» (11:50, 61, 84...)

Allah, the Almighty also says:

{Say: We believe in Allah, and the revelation giverio us, and to Abraham, Ishma'il,
Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Mes and Jesus, and that given to all the
Prophets from their Lord: we make no difference betveen one and another of them: and
we submit to Allah (in Islam).} (2:136)

As such, each and every Muslim is obligated byhfaitd creed: to believe in all the Prophets
and Messengers; to believe in the Divine Books Sodptures revealed and sent down to
them; to respect and honor every Divine Law rewkdlg Allah, the Almighty, to any
previous people; to believe in the brotherhoodhaf previous followers of the Book who
welcomed the Mission of Muhammagk)( The Message of Islam which was brought by
Muhammad ) is the Final Divine Message to mankind, as Alaid:

{Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but(he is) the Messenger of Allah,
and the Last of the Prophets: and Allah has full kowledge of all things}

(33:40)
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Thus the final Divine Message of Islam as reveatethe Prophet Muhammad, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, abrogates all presimessages. Abrogation by no means is a
denial of the previous messages but that they @lenger in effect: henceforth only Islam is
the religion acceptable to Allah, the Supreme Laslthe Most Wise and Omnipotent said:

{If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (subission to Allah), never will it be
accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be irthe ranks of those who have lost.
(3:85)

Islam urges the followers of previous Divine Messatp believe in the Message of Islam, as
revealed upon Muhammad, peace and blessings di B#aupon him, as Allah, the Almighty,
said:

{So if they believe in the same as you believe imen they have been [rightly] guided;
but if they turn away, they are only in dissensionand Allah will be sufficient for you
against them. And He is the Hearing, the Knowing}. (2:137)

And Allah, Most Great and Majestic said:

{Those who deny Allah and His Messengers, and who shi to separate Allah from His
Messengers, saying: ‘We believe in some but rejeothers’, And who wish to take a
course midway: They are in truth disbelievers; andNe have prepared for disbelievers a
humiliating Punishment.} (4:150-151)

All forms of disbelief are categorically castigateg Allah:

{As for those who divide their religion and break upinto sects, you should have no part
in them in the least: their affair is with Allah: He will in the end tell them the truth of all
that they did. He that does good shall have (the ward) ten times as much to his credit:
he that does evil shall only be recompensed accondi to his evil: no wrong shall be done
unto (any of) them. Say: "Verily, my Lord hath guided me to a Way that is straight, a
religion of right, the Path (trod) by Abraham, the true in faith, and he (certainly) did not
associate other gods with Allah. Say: Truly, my prger and my service of sacrifice, my
life and my death, are (all) for Allah, the Lord and Sustainer of the Worlds; He has no
partner: this am | commanded, and | am the first of those who submit to Allah (in
Islam).} (6:159-163)

Islam also urges its followers to respect the fgiof those who differ with them in religion
and condemns offensive language against those wvifes @ith Muslims in faith as Allah
commands:

{Do not revile those whom they call upon besides A, lest they revile Allah in their
ignorance out of spite. Thus have We made alluringp each people its own doings. In the
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end will they return to their Lord, and we shall then tell them the truth of all that they
did.» (6:108)

Islam, therefore, commands Muslims to attract the-Muslims towards their Faith with the
beauty of its precepts, by the guidance of comghngles and behavior, as opposed to the
Guidance that only Allah bestows on whom He wiheTAlmighty and Most Majestic said in
the Qur’an:

{Say, The Truth is from your Lord: Let him who will, believe and let him who will,

reject and disbelieve: for the wrong-doers We haverepared a Fire whose (smoke and
flames), are like the wall and roof of a tent, willhem them in: if they implore relief they

will be granted water like melted brass, that willscald their faces: How dreadful the
drink! How uncomfortable a couch to recline onk (18:29)

Islam enunciates justice and dispenses it eves tdan-believers. Allah, the Almighty, states
in the Glorious Qur'an:

{Now then, for that (reason) call (them to the Faith, and stand steadfast as you art
commanded, nor follow their vain desires; but say:l believe in the Book which Allah
has sent down; and | am commanded to judge justlydiween you. Allah is our Lord and
your Lord: for us (is the responsibility for) our deeds, and for you (is the responsibility
for) your deeds, there is no contention between yoand us (in this). Allah will bring us
together, and to Him is (our) final goal} (42:15)

Islam gave man the full freedom of choice in tewhdaith. They may accept or reject any
faith or belief. Islam gave the freedom to the Pead the Book and previous Scriptures to
maintain their faith and practices. Islam forbidse tdismantling of the churches and
synagogues. Islam prohibits the breaking and desbru of the cross of the Christians.
Allah's Messenger#) is reported to have said concerning the peopldahef previous
Scriptures:

“Leave them alone in terms of faith” (Tabari)

Islam gave the people of the previous Scripturesrights as their law dictates, and to eat,
drink and wear what their religion permits themdtm Islam also entitles the people of the
previous Scriptures to practice the practices @irtineligion insofar as marriage, marital
relationship, divorce and other relations are comag

To demonstrate a practical example, Omar bin alttabg:) the second Caliph, applied such
provisions when he came to the Resurrection Churderusalem, and the time for Muslims'
prayer entered. Omars( left the Church, went outside, and offered thaypr outside the

Church, and informed the priest of the church, “Haxdfered my prayer inside the Church,
some Muslims could have claimed in the future thaé Church is a place where Omar

43



<< IslamLand

Islam is the Religion of Peace

offered his prayer and taken that as an excusestiay the Church, and erect a Mosque, in
its place.” [Reported from the History of Imam lbareer at-Tabari]

Similarly, Omar ) offered a pledge of trust as follows, “This ipladge of security offered
by Omar bin al-Khattab; the Leader of the Belieyéosthe inhabitants of llea, in terms of
Peace. Omar gives them his pledge to have secanitl peace with their lives, wealth,
churches, crosses and all their denominations. rTtleiurches are not to be occupied,
destroyed, reduced in size, nor to limit the Charstowned properties surrounding the
churches. The crosses are not to be tampered Withwealth of the Christians should not be
encroached upon or possessed unlawfully, and thiast@ans will not be forced or compelled
against their own will [i.e. to accept Islam].” [R&ted from the History of Imam Ibn Jareer
at-Tabari]

-> Encouragement of fruitful cooperation between Mglims and the People
of the Book (Jews and Christians)

Cooperation is based on mutual interest and respedtoriented to serve the best interests of
the human society at large. Allah, the Wise the ighty states as a general rule:

{Aid one another in righteousness and piety, and daot aid one another in sin and
rancor: and fear Allah, for indeed Allah is strict in punishment.} (5:2)

Islam exhorts upon its followers to have a meanihghd sincere dialogue with those who
differ with their religion, as Allah, Most Wise aets:

{And do not dispute with the People of the Book, erpt with means better, unless it be
with those of them who inflict wrong and injury; and say: ‘We believe in the Revelation
which has come down to us and in that which came dm to you; our God and your God
is One; and it is to Him that we submit (in Islam)} (29:46)

In fact, the approach that Islam pursued to catippe of other Faiths is a constructive and
objective dialogue that brings people togethehtoWord of Allah, the Almighty, and to His
Divine Message and Teachings, as Allah said:

{Say: O People of the Book! Come to common terms afjreement between us and you:
that we worship none but Allah; that we associate m partners with Him; that we erect
not, from among ourselves, Lords and patrons othethan Allah. If then they turn back,
say: ‘Bear witness that we submit to Allah (in Islan).} (3:64)

-> Sincerity and purity in advising others
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All of the Messengers of Allah gave sincere advaeheir peoples, and sincere advice and
purity of intentions are the distinguishing featuad Islam. The Prophet, peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, said, as narrated by Abu kfara():

“Allah's Messenger, peace and blessings of Allah bgpon him, once inquired, 'Who,
amongst you, would carry the following words of widom, act upon them, and teach
them to others who would also act upon them?' Abu Hrairah, may Allah be pleased
with him, answered positively. Upon that Allah’'s Mesenger, peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him, held the hand of Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, and
counted five items, as follows: 1) Avoid all thats declared by Allah prohibited, thus you
become the best worshipper of Allah, the Almighty;2) Accept what had been
predestined for you by Allah, thus you would be theaichest man; 3) Be good to your
neighbor, thus you would be characterized as a Beler; 4) Like for others what you
like for yourself, thus you would be characterizedas a Muslim; 5) Lessen your laughter,
since too much laughter would cause the heart to @i’ (Tirmidthi)

Islam calls upon all Muslims to tender a meaningdnid sincere free advice to all people.
This point is based on a statement of Allah's Magse():

“Islam is the religion of advice. The people inquied, ‘O Prophet of Allah! To whom

should advice be offered? Allah's Messenger, peaaad blessings of Allah be upon him,
said: To Allah, to His Book, to His Prophet, to theleaders of the Muslims, and to the
general body of Muslims”(Muslim)

In explanation of this tradition, we can say:pure advice to Allah, the Almighty is to
worship Him Alone, wholeheartedly; to reject andadird any rival set up to Allah, in
idolatry; to commemorate the remembrance of Alldie Almighty, by His Beautiful
Attributes and Blessed Names; to accept fully &ikth alone is in charge of all the affairs of
all creatures; to believe that whatever Allah, Atmighty, wills, would happen and whatever
He does not, would never take place; and to folloery Commandments of Allah, and cease
all actions that He forbade. A pure advice aboua®$ Book is to firmly believe in the
Divine Scripture to His Messenger, Muhammayg); (to accept all the laws therein. A pure
advice about Allah's Prophet is to obey what heieeg, shun away from what he refrained,
believe his statements, love and respect him, aspond to his call, practices and
instructions, and propagate them amongst peopjmur@ advice about Muslims' leadership is
to obey the leaders as long as they do not calldoimpose any rules that disobey the
commands of Allah and His Prophet)( to assist them by guiding them to all the good
points; not to rebel and fight against them so lasghey apply Islam and its rules throughout
their government agencies; and to offer them matune the most pure advice kindly and
gently. A pure advice for general Muslims is todgithem to the best in both their religious
and worldly affairs; to assist them achieve theialg; to prevent any inconvenience against
them; and to like for them what one likes for hifhsand to hate to cause them any harm as
one would hate to cause harm to his own soul.
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-> Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil

Muslims are commanded to pursue every approprigansithat lead to enjoining good and
forbidding evil, based on one's ability, knowledged position of authority, in order to secure
peace, tranquility and stability in the society aminmunity and counter against oppression,
corruption and the spread of the "Law of the Jufigle

Allah, the Wise the Almighty states:

{Aid one another in righteousness and piety, and daot aid one another in sin and
rancor: and fear Allah, for indeed Allah is strict in punishment.} (5:2)

Allah's MessengerX) said,

“Whoever sees evil should correct it by his hand; iiot capable then let him correct it by
his tongue; if one is not even capable of that theat least one should disapprove of it in
his heart,” (Muslim)

The Messenger) made a simile about those who do wrong and hainere by their sins:

“The example of those who observe the boundaries éilah and those who do not is like
a group of people who traveled in a ship. The sails of the ship decided to split the
riders so a portion of them rode on the upper deckvhile the other portion rode the

lower deck. When the people of the lower deck wandeto get water from the river, they

had to go to the upper deck and ask them. The occapts of the lower deck of the ship
decided to drill a hole in the wall of their portion of the ship. If the people of the upper
deck permitted them to execute their plan they woul all sink and drown in the water.

But if the people of the upper deck refused to lethem drill a hole and restricted them

they would all be saved”

(Bukhari)

Allah the Omnipotent and Omniscient informs us tH& Wrath descended upon previous
nations as a result of their negligence to enjoiocdgand forbid evil:

{Nor did they forbid one another the inequities whiti they used to committ: evil indeed
were the deeds which they did. (5:79)

-> |slamic forms of worship encourage brotherhood ad egalitarian values

All forms of worship in Islam are egalitarian iatare and promote brotherhood and peace.
The shahadah (testimony of faith), salat, (prayakat (alms and charity), saum (fasting), hajj
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(pilgrimage), amr bil-ma’roof wa nahi ‘anil-munké&ommanding the good and prohibiting
the evil), jihad (exertion and struggle) are obiogg equally upon all those Muslims who are
able to fulfill the requirements according to thabilities. To become a Muslim the simple
rite is to declare the testimony of faithA ILAHA ILLALLAH MUHAMMAD-UR-
RASULULLAH (there is no god except Allah and Muhammad istlessenger of Allah). In
congregational prayer Muslims stand next to eatieroin rows without any class or other
distinctions between them. Zakah promotes gengrasitl social cohesiveness between the
richer and the poorer segments of the societyirffgaptomotes realization of the basic needs
of all humans, and control of these most basic ighyslesires. Hajj is the grand equalizer
since all clothe themselves in simple white clatd aerform the same rituals in remembrance
of the Prophet Abrahamsf) and glorification of the sacred precincts of Makk
Commanding the good and prohibiting the evil antdd” is by definition for the promotion
and preservation of all that is good, wholesomedewent and combating of that which is all
evil and morally corrupt.

-> Necessity of all to seek beneficial knowledge

The Omniscient Allah states:

{Is one who worships devoutly during the hours of tb night prostrating himself or
standing (in adoration), who takes heed of the Heedter, and who places his hope in the
Mercy of his Lord, (like one who does not)? Say: Ag those equal, those who know and
those who do not know? It is those who are enduredith understanding that receive
admonition.} (39:9)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Seeking knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim.(Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, & Baihaqi)

-> Environmental protection and preservation

Islam commands Muslims to protect and preserveetivironment and warns against wanton
destruction and pollution.

The general rule is as Allah says:

{Do not commit mischief on the earth after it has ben set in order, and call on Him
(Allah in prayer) with fear and longing: for the Mercy of Allah is always near to those
who do good} (7:56)

Also, Allah, the Almighty, states:
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{There is the type of man whose speech about this dis life may dazzle you, and he
calls Allah to witness about what is in his heartyyet he is the most contentious of
enemies. When he turns his back, his aim is to seé mischief everywhere through the
earth and destroy crops and cattle. But Allah doesot love mischief; (2:205-5)

The most precious natural resources of clean paterwair and fertile land are protected for
the general good and utility. For instance, thepRed ¢£) commanded for water conservation
and preservation by asking the Muslims not to wastter during washing and ablution even
when one is utilizing running river water, and loebfade washing of the parts of the body
while making ablutions, more than three times sgyin

"Whoever increases on that (more than three) doesjustice and wrong."” (Nasa'ee)

And Allah's Messengery) forbade people to urinate in stagnant wadtuslim)

Islam also forbids people to place any excrement, refegegarbage in the middle of the
public passages, or in the choice shady placedwygeople use for rest and recreation.

-> Social Welfare including support of orphans, theneedy and destitute

Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{Give full measure when you measure, and weigh with scale balance that is straight;
that is the most fitting and the most advantageouis the final determination.} (17:35)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“The orphan's sponsor and | are in Paradise like tlese (and he held his two fingers, the
index and the middle fingers, together, indicatinghow close they are).”

(Tirmidthi)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“By Allah! One would not become a Believer until hdikes for his brother what he likes
for his own self”

(Muslim)
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-> Principles of Endowment

Endowments in Islam are of two types:

Private Endowment This type is dedicated to the progeny of the @gereho offers such
endowment. The progeny and family members of ttatgr would be well off, and they
would not need to ask others to donate to thens fiyipie has a stipulation, however, that the
funds of the endowment would be given to the puiblierest charitable work upon the death
of the last person of the progeny of the donor.

Public and General Endowment This type is dedicated to charitable works, suash
building hospitals, schools, roads, public librayimmosques, community centers, orphanages,
elderly homes and other beneficial projects of gangublic interest for the community and
the society at large.

Islamic Morals Promote Comprehensive Peace

The entire code of Islamic ethics seeks to promaatemaintain peace, security and happiness
in the society at large. This code enjoins brotbechand all beneficial things that promote
peace and forbids all types of actions that ingtigevil and implant hatred and rancor in the
hearts and minds of people. Accordingly if the memshof the society apply the Islamic code
of ethics, they would enjoy the peace, securitgnquility and happiness for which they
naturally strive and yearn. All values of the Islamrmorality produce a better person and an
upright human being with noble traits of charaetémired universally: truthfulness, fairness,
courage, generosity, patience, perseverance, kisdaad courteousness.

The essential criterion of the Islamic moralitytiseradicate all the harmful and obnoxious
actions, attitudes and behaviors which displeadahAthe Almighty, Creator and Lord-

Sustainer of mankind, and are therefore declaréawdul. If a Muslim practices any of the

forbidden acts he would expose himself to eitharighment in this world by the specified

punishments of the Islamic law, or the Wrath ofahll the Omnipotent and Irresistible in the
Hereatfter,

As the modern Arab poet Amir ash-Shu’ara’ ash-Shdaklared in verse, explaining that
nations of people are naught but their morals dvadacters.
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If the morals of the nation cease

the nation ceases!

Islam Enjoins Believers to Observe the Following M@l
Obligations and Recommendations to Promote Peace

-> |slam enjoins truth

Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{0 you who believe! Fear God and be with those whaatruthful. » (9:119)

Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{And he who brings the Truth and he who confirms andsupports it - such are the men
who are god fearing}

(39:33)

-> |slam enjoins justice

Allah, the Exalted and Almighty said:

{Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and germsity to kith and kin, and He
forbids all shameful deeds, injustice and rebellion He instructs you, that you may
receive admonition} (16:90)

Justice and fairness are commanded and requiredl Bituations, when one is happy and
satisfied, and when one is upset and unsatisfigt, Muslims and with non-Muslims alike.
Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as winesses to fair dealing, and let not
the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wranand depart from justice. Be just:
that is next to Piety: and fear Allah. For Allah iswell-aware with all that you do} (5:8)
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And He, the Exalted, says:

{O you who believe! Stand out for justice, as witnags to Allah, and even as against
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whethr it be against rich or poor...»

(4:134)

-> |slam enjoins altruism

Philanthropy and benevolence are the results @esgnaltruism, and the companions of the
Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon hare wespecially noteworthy of this trait,
offering their help and assistance to others sdt@yhe Pleasure of Allah.

Allah the Exalted and Almighty says:
{And do good. Truly Allah loves those who do goog.

(2:195)

Allah, the Exalted, said:

{But those who, before them, had homes (in Medina)nd had adopted the Faith, show
their affection to such as came to them for refugegnd entertain no desire in their hearts
for things given to the (latter), but give them préerence over themselves, even though
poverty was their (own lot). And those saved fromhe covetousness of their own souls;
they are the ones that achieve prosperity. (59:9)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Do favors for those who deserve to have them dorfer them and also for those who do
not deserve to have them done for them. If the doatid the favor for those who deserve
it, it is fine and good, and if not, the doer himsié is one of those who are worthy for
favors” (Tirmidthi)

-> |slam enjoins brotherhood
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Allah, the Exalted, says:

{Verily the believers are but brothers..} (49:10)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“Do not envy one another; do not inflate prices byoverbidding against one another; do
not hate one another; do not harbor malice againsbne another; and do not enter into
commercial transaction when others have entered intthat (transaction); but be you, O
slaves of Allah, as brothers. A Muslim is the broter of another Muslim; he neither
oppresses him nor does he look down upon him, noods he humiliate him. Piety is here,
(and he pointed to his chest three times). It is @ugh evil for a Muslim to hold his
brother Muslim in contempt. All things of a Muslim are inviolable for his brother-in-
faith: his blood, his property and his honor.”

(Muslim)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

"A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim. He should neither deceive him nor lie to him, nor
leave him without assistance. Everything belongingo a Muslim is inviolable for a
Muslim; his honor, his blood and property. Piety ishere (and he pointed out to his chest
thrice). It is enough for a Muslim to commit evil by despising his Muslim brother."
(Tirmidthi)

-> |slam enjoins the maintenance of righteous compg

Muslims are advised to gain good company and abad company. The Prophet of Allah
(&) said:

“The example of good and evil companions is like #t of a person who is carrying musk
and the blacksmith who is blowing the fire of his dirnace. The carrier of musk would
either give you some of it or you may buy some frorhim or at least you would receive
the smell of perfume from him. As for the blacksmibh who is blowing fire, you may
either burn your clothes, be disturbed with the speks of his fire, or the least you would
receive is bad odor coming from him and his placefavork” (Bukhari & Muslim)

-> |slam enjoinsreconciliation and peace making
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Reconciliation is enjoined at all times and esgdBciavhen there is a serious rift in
relationship that may lead to increased conflict.

Allah the Almighty and Exalted said:

{The Believers are but brothers so make peace andaenciliation between your two
(contending) brothers; and fear God, that you may eceive Mercy} (49:10)

Allah, the Almighty and Exalted, says:

{In most of their secret talks there is no good; buif one exhorts to a deed of charity or
justice or reconciliation between men, (then secrgcis permissible): to him who does
this, seeking the good Pleasure of Allah, We shadloon give a reward of the highest
value} (4:114)

-> |slam enjoins maintaining a good character and rmorals.

Good morals and virtues are essential for a betteiety. Allah's Messengeg) said:

“Amongst the best Believers are the persons with thbest of morals and characteristics
and those who are most kind to their families.{Tirmidthi)

And he ) said:

“I was sent only to perfect the good conduct'and in another repofto perfect the noble
of conduct.”

(Malik, Ahmad & al-Bazzar)

-> |slam enjoins generosity.

Generosity brings people closer to each other aiathles the generous to gain the love and
affection of others. Allah's Messengey) (said:

“Allah, the Almighty, loves two traits; to be goodto others and to be generous to them.
Similarly, Allah, the Almighty, hates two traits; to be mean to others and to be miser to
people. [On the other hand,] If Allah, the Almighty, favors a person, He would employ
him to assist others achieve their goals and fulfitheir needs. ”

(Bukhari & Muslim)

53



<< IslamLand

Islam is the Religion of Peace

The criterion of generosity in Islam is mentionadhe verse of the Glorious Qur’an:

{Do not tie your hand to your neck (like a niggard),nor stretch it forth to its utmost
reach (being extravagant) so that you become blamewthy and destitute} (17:29)

The criterion is set to restrict people from exeegdimits. Allah, the Almighty said:

{And render to the kindred their due rights, as to hose in need and want, and to the
wayfarer: but do not squander your wealth in the maner of a spendthrift. Verily
spendthrifts are brothers of the Evil Ones; and theEvil One is Ungrateful to his Lord.}
(17:26-7)

-> |slam enjoins on Muslims to hide mistakes and orssions of others

The Prophet of Allahi#) said:

“Whosoever alleviates a Believer's hardship of thisvorld, Allah, the Almighty, would
alleviate his hardship and difficulty of the Day ofJudgment. Whosoever eases the terms
on [a financially] stranded person, Allah, the Almghty, would ease his difficulties in
both this world and the Hereafter. Whosoever hideghe defects of a Muslim in this
world, Allah, the Almighty, would hide the defectsof that person both in this world and

in the Hereafter. Allah, the Almighty, would continue to assist a slave-servant so long as
such a person is extending his help and assistartoehis Muslim brethren.” (Muslim)

-> |slam enjoins upon patience.

People are encouraged to be patient in order tonpertheir religious and mundane duties
and to avoid all evils. Allah, the Almighty, statesthe Glorious Qur’an:

{Now await in patience the Command of thy Lord: forverily you are in Our eyes: and
celebrate the praises of thy Lord while you standdith.} (52:48)

Islam also urges and encourages Muslims to bempaie what they have been predestined
for such as fear, poverty, hunger, lack of resajrterminal iliness, etc. Allah the Almighty
and Exalted said:

{Be sure that We shall test you with something of & and hunger, some loss in goods or
lives, or the fruits (of your toil), but give gladtidings to those who patiently persevere.
Who say, when afflicted with calamity: ‘To Allah webelong, and to Him is our return.’
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They are those on whom (descend) blessings from théord, and Mercy, and they are
the ones that receive guidancg.

(2:155-7)

Allah the Almighty and Exalted illustrates the redaf the patient people as follows in the
Glorious Qur’an:

{Say: O My servants who believe! Fear your Lord. Goo is (the reward) for those who
do good in this world. Spacious is Allah's earth! iose who patiently persevere will truly
receive a reward without measuret (3:10)

Part of mercy and forgiveness is to control thepemnand forgive others even though one is
capable of taking revenge, which strengthens tltaioaships and ties amongst people and
creates a better atmosphere within the societyahAtiromises a great reward for controlling
one's temper. Allah, the Almighty, states in ther@us Qur'an:

{Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord and for a Garden whose width is
that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earttprepared for the righteous. Those
who spend (for Allah’s sake), whether in prosperity or in adversity; who restrain anger
and pardon; for Allah loves those who do good. (3:133-4)

Also, Allah, the Almighty, commands Muslims to ptiae righteousness at all times and in all
circumstances and not to return evil when mistceatgh evil acts. Allah the Almighty and
Exalted said:

{Goodness and Evil are not equal. Repel Evil with tit which is better; then it will be
that the one between whom and you there was hatredgill become as if he were your
friend and intimate!» (41:34)

The above examples are mere glimpses of what lstammands Muslims to comply with in
their personal and public lives for the Pleasur@itdh. The Book of Allah, the Qur'an, and
the Sunnah of Allah's Messenger, peace and blessihgAllah be upon him, provide
additional commands and details related to thedeottrer high and noble morals.

Examples of Acts Prohibited in Islam which help Pronote Peace
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Islam has denounced and condemned vehemently Hogvifty acts and strictly prohibited
their practice in the path of promoting peace amclisty in the society, and eradicating or
curtailing wrath, hatred, rancor, greed, and rasent which are the root causes of conflicts
and violence.

-> Polytheism and Idolatry

Polytheism and idolatry inevitably cause conflistaans, tribes and peoples compete and vie
for recognition, status, dominance and tribute tfair idols and associated ideologies and

mythologies. If all people worshipped Allah the cared only God then the greatest root of

violence would be eradicated.

Allah the Most Majestic said:

{And ask those of Our messengers whom we sent befgrau, 'Did we make other deities
to be worshipped besides Allah? (43:45)

Allah the Most Glorious said:

{And We did not send a messenger before you, excepiat We revealed to him that
there is no god worthy of worship except Me, so wehip Me.} (21:25)

Allah the Most Almighty and Majestic said:

{And verily, We have sent among every community a Mssenger (proclaiming):
"Worship Allah (alone), and avoid taghoot (Satan, dols, tyrants).} (16:36)

Allah, the Exalted, said:
{Those who believe fight in the way of Allah, and thse who disbelieve fight in the way

of taghoot (Satan, idols, tyrants). So fight againighe followers of Satan: Indeed the plot
of Satan is feeble. (4:76)

-> Sorcery and maagic of all types.

This prohibition is based on the numerous evidetikeghe saying of Allah:
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{But neither of these two (angels (Haroot and Marogttaught anyone (sorcery) till they
had said (warning them): ‘Indeed, we are a trial, 8 do not disbelieve:

(2:102)

And in the hadith of Allah's Messenget)(

“Avoid the seven destructive thingsPeople inquired: O Prophet of Allah! ‘What are #hes
destructive things?He said: “They are: associating others in the worship of Aah;
sorcery and magic of all types; killing an innocentsoul without any legitimate reason;
dealing with interest and usury; eating up and abuisg the orphan's funds; fleeing from
the battlefield; falsely accusing innocent female ddievers with fornication, adultery, or
moral corruption.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

-> Aggression and oppression.

Allah (¥) said:

{The blame is only against those who oppress men Wwitvrongdoing and insolently
transgress beyond bounds through the land, defyingght and justice; for such people
there will be a grievous penalty: (42:42)

Allah, the Almighty and Exalted stated

{Say: The things that my Lord hath indeed forbiddenare: shameful deeds, whether
open or secret; sins and trespasses against truth jostice; assigning of partners to Allah

for which He hath given no authority; and saying thngs about Allah of which you have
no knowledge} (7:33)

Allah, the Almighty also said:

{If one amongst the pagans polytheists ask you forsglum, grant it to him so that he
may hear the Word of Allah; and then escort him towhere he can be secure. That is
because they are men without knowledge. (9:6)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

"Beware of injustice, for oppression will be darkness on the Day of Resurrection; and
beware of stinginess because it doomed those whorgidefore you. It incited them to
shed blood and treat the unlawful as lawful."(Muslim)
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The Messenger of Allah) said:

“Allah inspired me: Be humble so as no one oppressenother, and no one brags with
pride over another.”

(Muslim)

Allah’'s Messenger#) said:

“Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, said: ‘My servants, | have made oppression unlawful
for Me and unlawful for you, so do not commit oppr&sion against one another...”
(Muslim)

Islam urges to support both the oppressed and pipeessor by stopping the source of
oppression.

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Support and come to the aid of your brother whethe he is oppressed or, he is the
oppressor.”

A man who heard this inquired, | can understangsttpng my brother if he is oppressed, but
what about if he is the oppressdah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allalidmn
him) asserted,

“Support him by stopping him from his oppression: hat is the way to support (in truth)
the oppressor”

(Bukhari)

All lawful members of the society, regardless adext or faith are entitled to full protection of
their rights to life, property and wealth. For mste the Messenger of Allagt) said:

“He who kills (unlawfully) a non-Muslim residing under Islamic rule, would not smell
the fragrance of Paradise. The fragrance of Parades can be smelled at a distance of
forty years.” (Bukhari)

-> Unkind treatment towards parents, children and kndred.

This is based on the verse revealed:
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{Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be kind to
parents. And if one or both of them attain old agen thy life, say not to them a word of
contempt, nor repel them, but address them in term®f honor. And, out of kindness,
lower to them the wing of humility, and say: My Lord! Bestow on them thy Mercy just
as they cherished me in childhood. (17:23-24)

And the Messenger of Allak] said:

“The happiness and dismay of Allah is from the parets’ happiness and dismay with
their child, and the unhappiness and dismay of Alla is from the unhappiness and
dismay of parents from their children.” (Tirmidthi)

Islam teaches benevolence towards all kindred. Ehisased on the verse revealed in the
Glorious Qur’an,

{Then, is it to be expected of you, if you were puh authority, that you will do mischief,
in the land, and break your ties with kith and kin? Such are the men whom Allah has
cursed for He has made them deaf and has blindedaeir sight.» (47:22-3)

This is also based on the tradition of the Propliétilah (i):
“A person breaking family ties will not enter Paradise”

(Bukhari & Muslim)

Breaking ties with family and the kindred impliegamny things: absence of mutual exchange
of visits; carelessness towards the needy relataed indifference to extend financial and
social assistance to the destitute family members.

Islam appreciates the charity from the rich todestitute. A charitable donation from a rich
family member to a needy family member carries abi reward since it is both charity, on
the one hand, and a type of re-establishment addbetween family members. If a person is
poor and is unable to extend financial supportetatives, Allah rewards even his visit, care
and affection since they are a type of charity amdgood deeds. Allah's Messengg) gaid:

“Establish a good rapport with your family members and immediate relatives, even by
as little as greeting them and asking about theirféairs and health.”

(Bazzar & Tabrani)

-> Adultery, fornication, slander etc
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It is a known fact that much conflict, fighting anturder takes place due to “love triangles”
wherein people fight over their legal or illegaksal partners. Islam has cut all the pathways
to illegal sexual relations to preserve the chastitd purity of the people of the society, and
to prevent conflict, illegitimate children and abon.

Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (ded) and an evil way, opening the road
(to many other evils)} (17:32)

And He said:

{Those who slander chaste women, indiscreet but beling, are cursed in this life and in
the Hereafter: for them is a grievous Penalty. (24:23)

And Allah the Exalted and Almighty said:

{Those who love (to see) abhorrent acts broadcast amg the Believers, will have a
grievous Penalty in this life and in the Hereafter:Allah knows, and you do not know}
(24:19)

The Prophet of Allah#) convinced a young man of the illegality of ilicgexual relations in
the following conversation:

“A young man came to the Messenger of Allg) &nd asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah, permit
me (with special license) to commit fornication daadultery).” The people started to rebuke
him harshly but the Prophet sat close to him arndedisWould you like it for your
mother?’ He replied ‘No, by Allah, may Allah make me a stoe for you!” The Messenger
of Allah () said:‘And thus the people do not like it for their mothes.” He said:'Would
you like it for your daughter?’ ‘No’ he replied. The Messenger of Allake) said: ‘And
thus the people do not like it for their daughters. He said:*Would you like it for your
paternal aunt?’ ‘No’ he replied. The Messenger of Allak)(said:'And thus the people do
not like it for their paternal aunts.” He said:‘Would you like it for your maternal aunt?’

‘No’ he replied. The Messenger of Allake) said:'And thus the people do not like it for
their maternal aunts.” Then the Prophet, peace and blessings of Allahpoa him, put his
hand on the youth and sai@ Allah forgive his sin and purify his heart and make him
chaste (fortify his abstinence from sexual sins).[Reported by Imam Ahmad from the
tradition narrated by Abu Umamah.] Here we findesample of the Messenger of Allak)(
patiently convincing this man by analogies abowt ithjustice of double standards: since no
one wants his ownself to be exploited and abudsshh how should he allow himself to
exploit others. The golden rule, as it is calleslekpressed in the famous tradition of the
Messenger#): “None of you believes until he loves for his brothrethat which he loves
for himself.”
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(Bukhari & Muslim)

-> |ntoxicants and Gambling

As it is well known, intoxicated individuals are meolikely to commit violent crimes than
sober individuals. Gambling is also the cause ofmzonflict. Allah the Almighty states:

{O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling, and diviation by arrows, are an
abomination of Satan's handiwork: avoid all such (aominations) that you may prosper.
Satan's plan is but to excite enmity and hatred be&teen you, with intoxicants and
gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Gd, and from prayer: will you not
then abstain? (5:90-91)

-> Stealing, robbery, unlawful acquisition of propa&ty and wealth

Such acts are bound to create hatred and resentarhiprovoke conflicts in the society,
leading to insecurity and chaos.

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“Whoever takes a right of a Muslim, Allah, the Almighty, would cause him to dwell in
the Fire of Hell on the Day of Judgment and restrithim from entering Paradise.One of
the Companions who was present at the time inquigérophet of Allah! What if the item
that a person takes was negligible? Allah's Messefg) said “Even if the item is as
insignificant as a wooden tooth brush (from an Arakiree branches)”(Muslim)

-> Monopoly and hording

The Prophet) said:

“Only a sinner monopolizes (the food and other itemm of public need)”(Muslim)

-> Misuse of the wealth and the assets of an orphan
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Orphans are weak and incapable of managing thedstuAn orphan’s guardian is responsible
to manage wisely the finance and the affairs ofguigrded orphan to the best of his ability.
Allah warns saying:

{Those who unjustly eat up the property of orphanseat up a fire into their own bodies:
they will soon be enduring a blazing fire: (4:10)

-> Abuse of authority

A Muslim ruler or any person in a position of auihomust be just and honest with his
people and must not do wrong to them or betray timeamy way. As Allah said:

{Think not that Allah is heedless of the deeds of tise who do wrong. He only gives them
respite against a Day when the eyes will stare irolror. 3 (14:42-43)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“If Allah entrusted a person with an authority but the person entrusted did not offer his
best possible advice to his constituents, such pers would not be allowed to enter
Paradise” (Bukhari)

-> Torture

The companion Hesham ibn Hakim ibn Hizam once phbsea group of Nabatcans in the
Levant who were made to stay in the sun. He saidat¥ wrong with these people? They
said: They are imprisoned because they did nottlpayizya. Hesham said: "l witness that |
have heard the Messenger of Alla¥) 6aying:

"Allah tortures those who torture people in this lifetime." He said: "And their ruler

‘Umair Ibn Sad at the time was in Palestine, so he went to hichiaformed him who in turn
passed his orders so they were discharged.” (Myslim

-> False testimonies and oaths

False testimonies are major sins. In fact, if asperintentionally insists on false testimonies
on a regular basis, he would be considered ouh@®fréalm of Islam. Allah the Almighty,
states:
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{Those who do not witness falsehood, and, if they g& by futility, pass by it with
honorable (avoidance): (25:72)

Allah's Messengerx) said:

“Should | inform you about the most heinous sins?The Companions said yes. Allah's
Messenger#) said:(The most heinous sins are) to associate othersworshipping Allah,
and to be bad and disobedient to your parentsAllah's Messenger#) was leaning on the
floor, then he sat straight and safd..and to give a false statement and to give a fas
testimony.” Allah's Messenger kept repeating the last statennatiitthe Companions wished
that he would quit repeating it.”

(Bukhari)

This type of oath is intentional and made to sesame unlawful gains. This oath is called
ghamoos (immersing) since it immerses the oath taker eRhre of Hell. Allah, the Almighty
states:

{As for those who sell the faith they owe to Allahrad their own sacredly pledged word

for a small price, they shall have no portion in tle Hereafter. Allah will not speak to

them or look at them on the Day of Judgment, nor wi He cleanse them (of sins): they
shall have a grievous Penalty. (3:77)

This is also based on the tradition of Allah's Megger £):

“Whosoever takes the right of another Muslim by hisright hand (i.e. by the false oath)
would be entitled for the Fire of Hell and would bedeprived the entry of Paradise.”A
man raised a question as to even if the thinghbatkes from his Muslim brother's rights is
negligible? Allah's Messenget:) said: Even if the right of the Muslim brother was a
tooth brush (from the branch of the Arak tree)” (Muslim)

-> Betrayal and breach of trust in contracts.

Islam enjoins upon Muslims to be truthful. Islamnguoands to fulfill promises and warns
against breaking promises and dishonoring contrésleem stresses on fulfilling all trusts to
the right people and warns against denying evansagnificant amount entrusted to a person
as a trust. Allah the Almighty states:

{O you who believe! Betray not the trust of Allah ad the Messenger, nor
misappropriate knowingly things entrusted to you} (8:27)

Islam declares keeping secrets as one of the atisst Allah's Messengets] said:
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“If a person said something to another person, theriurned away, such a statement
becomes a trust to the listener(Tirmidthi & Abu Dawood)

Similarly, Islam categorized seeking a consultates a trust as well. Allah's Messenggj (
said:

“A consulted person is entrusted (i.e. with whatewehe hears from the person seeking
his consultation and honest opinion and advice)(Tirmidthi & Abu Dawood)

Islam promotes trustworthiness. Allah's Messenggisgid:

“There is no faith for a person who is untrustworthy. There is no religion for a person
who breaches his pledge of allegiance(Ahmed & Baihaqi)

The Prophet) said:

“If a person possesses four vices, he would be cg¢eized as a full hypocrite. And if one
possesses any one vice of the four, he would be tgly a hypocrite unless he cures
himself from the vice: to lie whenever he speaksptbreak the promise; to betray the
trust; to breach a covenant.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

According to another narration reported by Muslim:

“A person would be categorized as such even if heammtains his daily prayers, observes
the fast of Ramadan, and claims that he is a Muslirh

-> Slander and backbiting

Backbiting is to mention things about people theyt hate to be known even though such
facts are true. This kind of act jeopardizes thedn@and dignity of the person attacked, breeds
hatred and disdain among people, which may leaddience. Slander includes publishing
false news and libel.

Allah the Almighty states:
{Woe to every (kind of) scandal-monger and backbitep

(104:1)

The Messenger of Allah) said:
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“Do you know what is backbiting? The Companions present at the time said, Allahkisd
Messenger know best! Allah's Messenge) $aid: ‘It is to mention something behind the
back of a person, which he despises for others ton&w about him.” One of the
companions inquired, O Prophet of Allah! What i foint raised behind his back truly exists
in him, would this still be categorized as an ddbackbiting? Allah's Messengeg) replied:
“Backbiting is to mention a vice that exists in himwhereas if he doesn’t have such a vice,
then it is slandering” (Muslim)

-> Name-calling and mocking others

Allah said in the Glorious Qur'an:

{O you who believe! Let not some men among you moakhers: it may be that the
(latter) are better than the (former): nor let somewomen mock others: it may be that
the (latter) are better than the (former): nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor
call each other by offensive nicknames: evil indeeid a name connoting wickedness after
one has believed: and those who do not desist aredeed) doing wrongy (49:11)

-> Hatred, contempt and resentment against others.

Such vices provoke acting in revenge in many péssiays. Allah's Messengegz) was
asked:

“O Prophet of Allah! Who is the best type of mantaA's Messenger) said:“Every warm
hearted person, and every true person."”The Companions who were present raised a
question to Allah's Messengeg)(saying, O Prophet of Allah! We know the true persbut
what about the warm-hearted person? Allah's Messefig said:“He is the pious, pure
person, the sinless one, with no oppression or tragression on the rights of others, a
person who possesses no hatred or envy in his he#ot others” (Tirmidthi)

The Messenger of Allah) illustrated the results of envy as follows:

“Envy and jealousy eat up the good deeds as the direats up the wood{Abu Dawood)

-> Social boycott (unless under strict conditions)

Allah's Messengerx) said:
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“Do not boycott one another, do not turn your backson each other, do not hate one
another, do not envy one another: all of you shoul@e (true) slave-servants of Allah like
brethrens. A Muslim is not allowed to boycott his Mislim brethren for more than three
(days)” (Bukhari & Muslim)

And in another version of the narration:

“A Muslim is not permitted to boycott his Muslim br other for a period exceeding three
nights, upon meeting one another, each one swerving a different direction and
shunning each other. The best of the two is the ongho initiates the greeting to the
other.”

-> Cursing and abusive language

Allah's Messengerx) said:

“People who curse would not be permitted to be witesses or interceders on the Day of
Judgment”

(Muslim)

Islam prohibits even cursing enemies and encouragdsislim to pray for the guidance of
such people to the Right and Straight Path. Thizaged on Allah's Messenget)(who was
once asked: “O Prophet of Allah! Shouldn’t you pesgainst pagans and idol worshippers?
He said:

“I am only commissioned as a mercy (for mankind) ad | was not commissioned to curse
others’ [Reported by Muslim]

-> Stinginess and miserliness

Islam considers wealth as a trust that Allah emdédigo man for a specific period of his
lifetime to be used wisely and spent in accordawi Allah’s commands: for living

expenses and essential needs, for charity anayftteous deeds. The Messenger of Allah (

said:

“A treacherous, stingy and miserly person who bragsime and again about his donation
and assistance to other needy and poor individualsjyould never enter Paradise”
(Tirmidthi)
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Allah's Messenger#) is also reported to have warned about disastconsequences of a
society where miserliness becomes a common prasageng:

“Beware of oppression. Oppression is darkness on ¢hDay of Judgment. Beware of
greed and miserliness, as it destroyed people be#oryou. Greed and miserliness
compelled people (before you) to shed the blood tifeir own people and pushed them to
make lawful what was unlawful and forbidden.” (Muslim)

-> Extravagance and lavish spending.

Allah has commanded a Muslim to abstain from béawesh.

{Eat and drink, but waste not by excess; Verily Hedves not the excessive. (7:31)

Allah the Almighty states:

{And render to the kindred their due rights, and (ako) to those in want, and to the
wayfarer: and do not squander (your wealth) in themanner of a spendthrift. Verily,
spendthrifts are brothers of the devils; and the S@an is ungrateful to his Lord
(Himself).} (17:26-27)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Allah, the Almighty, prohibits you from being disobedient to your mothers, from
declining to give the poor and needy for the caus® Allah, from asking people charity if
you do not truly need it, and from burying girls alive. Allah also dislikes for you to be
rumor mongering, to often ask people to give you, ral to waste funds foolishly.”
(Bukhari & Muslim)

-> Exaggeration and extremism

Allah, the Almighty states:

{Allah intends every facility for you; He does not vant to put you to difficulties. (He
wants you) to complete the prescribed period, andtglorify Him in that He has guided
you; that perhaps you will be grateful} (2:185)
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Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Offer glad tidings and do not chase people away. &e the life of people and do not
make it difficult and unbearable for them.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“Beware of going beyond the bounds of the religionThe people before you were
destroyed by going to extremes in the religion.”

(Nisaa'e, Ibn Maajah, Ibn Khuzaimah & al-Haakim)

-> Arrogance and false pride.

Allah, the Almighty said:

{And do not puff your cheek (in pride) at men, nor valk in insolence through the earth;
for God does not love an arrogant boaster. And be aderate in thy pace, and lower thy
voice; for the harshest of sounds without doubt ithe braying of the asst (31:18-19)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“A person, whose heart contains an atom weight of reogance, would not enter
Paradise.” One of the Companions who was present at the tasied Allah's Messenger
(#): “O Prophet of Allah! One of us likes to wear goolothes and good shoes [so is that
arrogance?] Allah's Messengek)(said: “Arrogance is to deny the truth and to have
contempt towards others”(Muslim)

Allah's Messengerx) also said:

“Allah would not look on the Day of Judgment at theone who drags his clothes in
arrogance.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

-> All unjust acts leading to disputes, quarrels ad feuds among people.

Allah the Almighty states:

{And hold fast, all together, by the Rope which Alla (stretches out for you), and be not
divided among yourselves. And remember with gratitde Allah's favor on you, for you
were enemies and He joined your hearts in love sdat by His Grace you became
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brethren. And you were on the brink of the Pit of Fre, and He saved you from it. Thus
Allah makes His Signs clear to you that you may bguided.} (3:103)

Similarly, Islam bans all forms of suspicion andil eloughts about others. Allah, the
Almighty and Majestic states:

{O you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much as yoart, for suspicion in some cases is a
sin: and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of €a other behind their backs. Would any

of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? &y, but you would abhor it. And fear
Allah: for Allah is Oft Returning, Most Merciful. 3 (49:12)

Allah's Messengerx) said:

“Avoid suspicion as suspicion (leads to) the mostniruthful speech one could ever
make.” (Bukhari)

-> Misrepresentation of facts and false reporting

Allah the Almighty, said:
{O you who believe! If a wicked person comes to yowmith any news, ascertain the truth

of it lest you harm people unwittingly and afterwards become full of repentance for
what you have done: (49:6)

-> Fits of Rage, Temper tantrums, and use of offene and abusive language.

Thus a Muslim is ordered to always control angdiatAthe Almighty and Majestic states:

“Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful @els and even when they are angry,
they forgive.” (42:37)

The Messenger of Allah saigk):

"The strong man is not the one who wrestles, but # strong man is in fact the one who
controls himself in a fit of rage.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Allah's Messengerx) said:
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“A Believer is not a person who attacks the integty of others, curses others, uses foul
language and is unpleasant in his speech with othet (Tirmidthi)

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, repdrt

A man asked the Prophet)to give him advice, and he sal@o not get angry.” The man
repeated that several times and he replied (ewag)1'Do not get angry.” (Bukhari)

-> Glee and malicious joy over the sufferings of bers.

Allah's Messenger) said:

“Do not demonstrate any happiness upon seeing yolrother’'s tragedy. Allah would be
Merciful to the latter and afflict you with such problems.” (Tirmidthi)

-> Undue interference with things that do not conaa him

Allah's Messengerx) said:

“One of the signs of being a good Muslim is to leavthat which does not concern him.”
[Reported by Tirmidhi]

-> Unjust ruling and sentences

Laws are derived from the Qur'an and Sunnah and there are no legislators except Allah
in Islam. Therefore a judge is entrusted with ipteting the law and applying it justly in all
individual cases, and if he becomes unjust in bislicts, he is betraying the sacred trust. The
Wise and Sublime states,

“...and whosoever does not judge by what Allah hath wealed, then indeed, they are the
disbelievers.” (5:44)

This is also based on the Hadith of Allah's Messellg):

“The judges are three, two of which are the dwelles of the Hellfire and one is in
Paradise. A judge who knows the truth and judges aordingly would be dwelling in
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Paradise. A judge who knows the truth but purposelydeviates from it would be dwelling

in the Hellfire. The judge who passes his sentenogithout possessing appropriate
knowledge would be dwelling in the Hellfire.”One of the Companions, who was present at
the time raised the following question)Vhat is the sin of the judge who was not truly aavar
of the truth and reality of the case? Allah's Megge () commentedHis sin is that he
should not function as a judge until he is knowledggble.” (Hakim)

-> Spying on others

Islam bans spying on others by all means as mesdibg Allah:

{O you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much as yoam for suspicion in some cases is a
sin, and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of eh other behind their backs. Would any
of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? &y, but you would abhor it. And fear
Allah: for Allah is Oft Returning, Most Merciful. » (49:12)

Allah's MessengerX) said:

“A person who listens in onto the conversation oftbers who hate him to listen in would
have molten lead poured into his ears on the Day duidgment” (Bukhari)

-> Spreading the mistakes of others, and slandering

A tattle-tale breaks up amiable relationships betw@eople and breeds animosity, and
creates a situation of chaos in the society. Alfhl,Almighty states

{Heed not the type of despicable man, ready with das, a slanderer, going about with
calumnies} (68:10-11)

The Messenger of Allah) said
“A slanderer would not be allowed to enter Paradisg

(Bukhari & Muslim)

One of the sure results of slander is the spreadmbrs, hatred and anger among members of
the community. As such, this may lead to murders alisorder in the community. Islam
neither accepts nor condones such situation.
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-> Exploitation of others, especially the easily ¢timized like the destitute or
elderly.

Islam aims to establish a well-integrated societyhwsolid fraternal bonds. Allah the
Almighty and Majestic said:

{Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good to parents, kinsfolk,
orphans, those in need, neighbors who are near amkighbors who are strangers, the
Companion by your side, the way-farer (ye meet) andrhat your right hands possess: for
Allah does not love the arrogant, the vainglorious. (4:36)

-> I[nconveniences to others, especially neighbors

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“By Allah! A person would not become a [full] Believer! By Allah! A person would not
become a [full] Believer! [Repeating the same phrastwice.] The Companions asked, 'O
Prophet of Allah! Who is this person?' Allah's Mesgnger (£) commented, He is the one
with whom a person whose neighbor is neither safeon secure against [all of his] harms
and evils.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
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Conclusion

Islam builds the foundation for friendly relatiomns$ between men on the principles of public
and mutual interests of all the parties concerhver is there to be any compulsion or force
for the acceptance of Islam. Islam wishes welldlbrregardless of color, creed, geographic
location and nationality. Its laws and principle®mpote universal modes of righteousness,
benevolence and justice. Muslims are commandedv for the cause of Allah and hate for
the cause of Allah, and never for any other speaniarests, worldly desires or whims. One
does not love or hate the person per say, but ltheegood and hates the evil shown by the
behavior of that person. Allah the Almighty states:

{Hold to forgiveness; command what is right; but tun away from the ignorant.}
(7:199)

Islam brings people from the darkness of ignoraarinjustice, to the true light of guidance
and justice. Allah the Wise and Sublime states:

{Allah is the Protector and Ally of those who havedith: He leads them from the depths
of darkness into the light. The disbelievers are # patrons and allies of the taghoot
(Satan, idols, tyrants): from light they lead theminto the depths of darkness. They will
be Companions of the Fire to dwell therein (forever} (2:257)

Islam educates all Muslims to be peaceful, forgyipatient and caring. Islam seeks all
means to establish social justice in the society mmotect the rights of all citizens of the
Islamic state and encompasses them all in its veefgstem. Islam exhorts upon Muslims to
be good to others without expecting a favor raemking the reward from Allah, their Lord
Most Bountiful. Islam educates Muslims to respeawt honor the divine instructions and laws
so that every member in the society feels secafe,and peaceful, except those who, by their
criminal activities, deserve to be punished witlstize for transgression. Islam educates
Muslims to be selfless and to like for others amytlish for themselves so that the entire
society benefits: the old are to be kind to thengpand minor; the young are to be merciful,
respectful and helpful to the old; the rich to lemerous to the poor; all should seek to aid the
needy. Islam aims for the ideal society whereinsfadement of Allah's Messenget) (would

be fulfilled:

“The example of the believers in their love and affction to one another is like that of the
organs of one body. If one organ aches, the rest tfe body becomes feverish, and is
affected”

We hope that this booklet helps as a guide forsgekers of the truth, those who would seek
to achieve the bliss in Paradise, seekers of the salvation from the Hellfire and its
everlasting and humiliating torture, and the hobteg@bode of Paradise.
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Since we all know that death is the final destihgwery living being, the crucial question is:
what happens after death? Muslims like all belisverscriptures believe in the Resurrection
after death wherein all will meet just rewards anighments in an eternal life, either in the
bliss of Gardens of Paradise or the blazing firesl@ll. As for those who sincerely accept
Islam as a way of life, they surely took the sadéhhat leads to happiness and the bliss after
death. As for those who commit evil acts in thisribaagainst innocent people and without
any just basis, they would be punished and perthfiaewhat they have committed against
innocent people. However, if one commits any act difobedience against the
Commandments of Allah, the Almighty; it is totalip to the Will and Mercy of Allah. If He
Wishes to torture the evildoer by His justice, thiex no one to intercede on his behalf unless
Allah permits. And if Allah wishes to pardon suah evildoer, He would do so out of His
Mercy and Generosity.

As for those who turn away from Islam, or turn tHgacks to it and die as non- Muslims, we
do believe that such people would stay in the &indell eternally.

Therefore, we urge every sensible, thoughtful aesbective human being to seek true
salvation for his soul by correct actions and basethe Mercy of Allah, Most Merciful. We
encourage every person to seek the Right and BtrBath that leads to Paradise; that is the
Path of Allah; the Path of Islam; the total subneisgo Allah. This is the Path that leads to
happiness for eternity. Allah the Almighty saydludse enemies who spread false propaganda
against Islam:

{Their intention is to extinguish Allah's Light by their mouths: but Allah will complete
(the revelation of) His Light, even though the disblievers may detest (it} (61:8)

The Messenger of Allah) said:

“By the One in Whose Hand the soul of Muhammad isNo member of this nation (to be
called), no Jew or Christian who hears of me and ds not believe in what | was sent
with, but he will be of the people of the Fire.”

(Muslim)

Cmallall Gy & daall
P-‘MJM‘JJAML.\*\JL’-‘Q ‘dujﬁﬂuimj
All Praise is due to Allah alone, theRubb of the Worlds

And may Allah exalt the mention of His Prophet andhis household and render him safe
from every derogatory thing
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If you would like to receive more information aboutlslam, do not hesitate to contact us:
1) Email:
en@islamland.org

2) You may also visit the following sites:

http://www.islamland.org http://www.sultan.org
http://www.daralmadinah.com www.islam-quide.com
www.islamhouse.com www.islamreligion.com

75



