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< Question of Month

Question . Month

Question: Do Muslims hate Jesus?

Answer: Many non-Muslims are surprised to find
out that according to Muslim belief, Jesus, the son of
Mary, is one of the greatest messengers of God,
Muslims are taught to love Jesus, and a person cannot
be a Muslim without believing in the virgin birth and
miracles of Jesus Christ(peace be upon him), Muslims
believe these things about Jesus not because of the
Bible or any other religion, but simply because the
Holy Qur'an says these things about Him, However,
Muslims always emphasize that the miracles of Jesus,
and all other prophets, were by "God's permission”,
This having been said, many Christians feel to not
believe that Jesus is the "Son of God", "God Incarnate”
or the "Third Person" of the Trinity, This is because the
Qur'an clearly says that Almighty God does not have a
"Son" --- neither allegorically, physically, metaphorical-
ly or metaphysically, The Pure Monotheism of Islam
rejects the notion of "defining" God (which is basically
what the "Doctrine of the Trinity" does), saying that
someone is "like" God or equal to him, or praying to
someone else besides God, Also, Islam teaches that
titles such as "Lord" and "Savior" are due to God alone,
In order to avoid misunderstanding, it should be clari-
fied that when Muslims criticize the Bible or the teach-
ings of Christianity, they are not attacking "God's
Word" or Jesus Christ{(peace be upon him), From the

Muslim point of view, they are defending Jesus and

God's Word --- which they have in the form of the
Qur'an, Muslim criticism is targeted at writings that
some people claim are God's word, but Muslim's sim-
ply don't accept their claim that they are really God's
word in toto, Additionally, Christian doctrines such as
the Trinity and the Atonement are criticized by
Muslims precisely because they did not originate from
Jesus(peace be upon him), In this way, Muslims are
the true followers of Jesus(peace be upon him),
because they defend Him from the exaggerations of
the Christians and teach the Pure Monotheism that

Jesus himself followed,

International Muslim
Students Association of
Korea has decided to
make a cd in Korean
Language entitled ‘Life
Il L] v of the Last Prophet’
P written by Yusuf
[slam, We need your
financial contribution,
For further information please send mail to
muslimkorea@hanmail net

Bank Information: Woori Bank,
Account number: 214-047841-12-001, To: Iifan Jamil
E-mail: muslimkorea@hanmail.net
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Today, Muslims form an increasingly important part
of Australia's diverse modern society, The most recent
Australian Census in 1996 revealed a remarkable rate
of growth in Australia's Muslim population, The
Census listed 200 885 Australian Muslims, an increase
of some 161 per cent in 15 years, while the Australian
population as a whole only grew by 21,7 per cent in
the same period, These figures may be very conserva-
tive, Some recent estimates suggest Australian Muslims
now number more than 300,000,

There are now Muslim communities in all Australian
States and Territories , Significantly, more than one-
third of Australian Muslims are born in Australia, These
second- and third-generation Australian Muslims are
playing an important role in bringing newly arrived
Muslims from diverse cultural, sect, national and lin-
guistic backgrounds into the family of Islam in
Australia,

Australia's Muslim community, drawn mostly from

than 60 different countries, is a well-established and

integral part of Australia's broader society, The com-
munity has a range of regional and national organisa-
tions as well as its own Islamic schools and mosques,
Muslims have made contributions in a wide range of
endeavours, including social, economical, cultural, reli-
gious and educational advancement,

The community's organisational base includes well
over 100 groups representing the interests of Muslims
at the local or at regional level Additionally, Islamic

councils representing the broader Muslim community

Auburn Gallipoli Mosgue
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have been established in all Australian States and
Territories, They come together in a peak national
body, the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils,

There are ten Islamic primary schools in Australia
and a further 11 primary and secondary combined
schools, At the tertiary level, Muslim Students
Associations cater for Muslim students at universities
and colleges and provide a familiar setting for newly
arrived international Muslim students,

Today there are approximately 100 mosques in

Australia, mainly in New South Wales and Victoria,

OFSCHE OISR

Muslims in Australia have a long history, Some of
Australia's earliest visitors, pre-dating European settle-
ment, were Muslims from the east Indonesian archipel-
ago, It is thought fishermen and traders from the island
of Macassar had been visiting Australia's north back
from the 16th century, However, the first significant
semi-permanent Muslim population came in the form
of Afghan camel drivers in the 1800s,

These camel drivers played a significant role in
opening up Australia's vast arid inland areas, carrying
explorers, developers and even the telegraph to places
barely accessible by horse or on foot,

Small numbers of Muslims were also recruited from
Dutch and British colonies in Southeast Asia to work in
the Australian pearling industry in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries,

Australia's first mosque was built at Marree in 1861,
The first major mosque was built in Adelaide in 1890,
Another was built in Broken Hill (New South Wales) in
1891,

The real basis for Australia's modern day Muslim
population came in the wake of World War T,
Between 1947 and 1971 the Muslim population
increased from 2704 to 22 311, as European Muslims,

mainly Cypriot Turks, soughta new life in Australia,

Mrs. Cahterine Clelard
[Rashida] (Australian)

Let me tell you sincerely that I
became a Muslim without even
noticing it myself, For, at a very
voung age I had already com-
pletely lost my confidence in
Christanity and had begun t© feel

apathy towards the Christian reli-



gion, I was curious about many religious facts, I was
disinclined © believe blindly the creed they were try-
ing © teach me, Why were there three gods? Why had
we all come to this world sinful, and why did we have
to expiate it? Why could we invoke Allahu Ta'ala only
through a priest? And what were the meanings of all
these various signs that we were being shown and the
miracles that we were being told? Whenever [ asked
these questions to the teaching priests, they would
become angy and answer, "You cannot inquire about
the inner natures of the church's teachings, They are
secret, All you have © do is to believe them," And this
was another thing thatl would never understand, How
could one believe something whose essence one did
not know? However, in those days I did not dare
divulge these thoughts of mine, I am sure that many of
today's so-called Christians are of the same opinion as
I was; they do not believe most of the religious teach-
ings imposed on them, vet they are afraid to disclose
i,

The older I became the farther away did I feel from
Christianity, finally breaking away from the church
once and for all and beginning to wonder whether
there was a religion that aught "to worship one single
God," My entire conscience and heart told me that
there was only one God, Then, when I looked around,
the events showed me how meaningless the unintelli-
gble miracles that priests had been trying to teach us,
and the absurd stories of saints they had been telling
us, were, Didn't everything on the earth, human
beings, beasts, forests, mountains, seas, trees, flowers
indicate that a great Creator had created them? Wasn't
a newly born baby a miracle in itself? On the other
hand, the church was striving to indoctrinate the peo-
ple with the preposterous belief that every newly born
baby was a wretched, sinful creature, No, this was
impossible, a lie, Every newly born child was an inno-
cent slave, a creature of Allahu Ta'ala, It was a miracle,
and I believed only in Allah and in the miracles He

created

Nothing in the world was inher
ently sinful, dirty, or ugly, I was of
this opinion, when one day my
daughter came home with a book
written about Islam, My daughte:
and [ sat together and read the book
with great attention, O my Allah, the
book said exactly as I had beet
thinking, Islam announced tha '
there is one Allah and informed tha
people are born as innocent crea
tures, Until that time [ had bee:
entirely ignorant of Islam, In
schools Islam was an object of derision, We had been
taught that, that religion was false and absurd and
infused one with sloth, and that Muslims would go t©
Hell, Upon reading the book, I was plunged into
thoughts, To acquire more detmiled information about
Islam, I visited Muslims living in my town, The
Muslims I found opened my eyes, The answers they
gave to my questions were so logical that I began to
believe that Islam was not a concocted religion as our
priests had been asserting, but a true religion of Allahu
Ta'ala, My daughter and I read many other books writ-
ten about Islam, were fully convinced as to its sublime-
ness and veracity, and eventually embraced Islam,
both of us, I adopted the name 'Rashida', and my
daughter chose 'Mahnuida' as her new name,

As for the second question that you ask me: "What
aspect of Islam do you like best? Here is my answer:

What I like best about Islam is the nature of is
prayers, In Christianity prayers are said in order to ask
for worldly blessings such as wealth, position and hon-
our from Allahu Ta'ala through Issa a,s,, Muslims, in
contrast, express their gratitude to Allahu Ta'ala and
they know that as long as they abide by their religion
and obey the commandments of Allahu Ta'ala, Allahu
Ta'ala will give them whatever they need without them

asking for it,

No7 ol=et F0tCH A=MIL|0f 1424 - M7]20038.1

13



14

® Social Justice Council supports Muslim's right to pray at work

A statement backed by the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council and the Dean of St Marys Cathedral, Monsignor Tony Doherty,
urges employers to be "open—-minded and flexible" in response to requests to allow Muslim workers to pray during working hours.

The statement, which is also signed by a range of other Christian, Jewish and Muslim laders, follows threats by Sydney IT company
TPGto sack a Muslim worker for a 10 minute break he took for prayers.

® Aborigines turn to Islam

By Phil Mercer, BBC, Sydney Monday, 31 March, 2003
A rising number of young Aborigines in Australia are converting to Islam.

Many have embraced the religion for spiritual reasons, while others insist, it gives them a way to escape the oppression suffered by
the country's indigenous population. Australia’s indigenous people are disadvantaged at almost every turn.

A small but growing number of young Aboriginal men are now turning to Islam, and it is now estimated there are 1,000 Aboriginal
Muslims in Australia, including newreauits and descendants of mixed marriages.

They say it gives them the inner strength to meet the challenges facing black Australia. The majority of Aborigines are Christians,
converted by European settlers.

Indigenous communtties first came into contact with Islam more than 150 years ago when Afghan camel trains helped open up
Australia's harsh interior.

These two vastly different groups — an ancient native people and Middle Eastern traders — found they shared a similar sense of
spirituality. Many converts believe the discrimination they endured growing up as Aborigines has prepared them well for life as a
Muslim in Australia.

New Pak Korea International

Leading exporter
M. Shariq Saeed

PH no.: 82-2-2631-8557
Fax: 82-2-2631-8281

http://www.sharig.co.kr
e-mail: sharig@shariq.co.kr
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Seoul Cental Masjid

Scoul Central Masjid established Q uran, Hadls,
Islamic a nd Arabic classe sfor everyone, This kind
of lectures will he held every week regularly at
Se cul Central Masjid.

Date: Every Wednesday ,16:00~17:30

Topie of Lecture: Arabic

Lecturer: Alxdul RahmanLee

Date: Every Thusday, 16:00~17:30
Topie of Lecture: Haclith

Date: Every Fiday, 16:00~17:30

Topic of Lecture: Bask Tdamic Studies

Lectwer: Miss, Hiba

Date: Every Wednesday ,16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Q uran
Lecturer: Al

Addre st Se oul Centra | Masjid

732-21, Hannam-deng, Yongsan-ku,Scoul,

= T ok 24 H) $of of

ol
=2
el Ma Hé owuq o) 904l BEe

Jeonpu Masjid

Je onju Masjid e stablished Islamic lecture for
everyore, This kind of lecture will e held every
we ek reguhirly at Jeonju Masjid.

Date: Every after asr praying.

Topic of Lecture: Basie Tdamic Studies

Lecturer: Alxdul Wahaly Zaid

Addre ss: 1567-10, 2-g Inhu-dong,

Duk-jin Gu, Chonju,

7 48olA & v ER L oAb ol 5ol
Tehe] ], U 7 11 Aol Tt -2 )
BshgAUnE Tl U0Al BB WS AT
71 g et

2799 S

BN wA S e e 210

20 oge oy

OWMT 413813
718k 051) 946-2110
Faxi(031) 946 2126

E-mail pajumasjid@yahoo, com

Paju Masjd

Paju Masjid establishe d Quran tafsir Q uran lec-
ture for everyone, This kind of lectwre will be
held every weekregularly

Date :Every Saturday after I 3

Topic o Lecture: Q uran Tafsir

Date:Every Sunchy (11:00 am)

Topic f Lecture: Teaching Quran

at Paju Masjid.

*E'_MM?—J
HAFA] 27 G- YA 30-1 2H HE
Zi8F: ©51) 5189991
©51)5189992

609-811

S RAolA THY ol o e 4717
BYE A sty TG e 259 dof 1
Hyrk

R EQ Y 23 5:00~6:30

-kl o ofojl ol Ha e] A
* o AR 037 10:30~12:00

- S RE Y i 2 A 8%

=3 U Y 25 3:00~5:00

- ojgl o] goj A &3

s o U 23 6:30~8:00

-ambQl Al El7 o Bl oje ga el hEt
vl e o 82 G

A Al of R 8] e
SRR 2 el Al R 3] i)
ol e EQ Y

- R&drtE SArEY

oft oft

"Date: Every Saturday, 17 :00 ~18:30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic and Basic Islamic
Studies

Date: Every Sanday, 10:30~12:00

Topic of Lecture: Teaching Korean language
for fore ign muslims

Date: Every Sunday, 15:00~17:00

Topic o Lecture: English teaching for children

"Date: Every Sunday afer Zuhur Prayer

Meeting of Indone gan muslims

Meeting of Ba ngladesh muslims

*Bvery g Saturch vy of month family climhing

Addresst Busan Masjid

30-1 Namsan-deng, Kemg oing-ku, B usan

*E7
A7) W W o] 489
o 4

Addre st Kwangju Masjic

48-9 Yeokri Kongu-youl
Kw angju-kun Ky ung-clo
Jumnuh Khutha start at 13:00

618132
7 ST 430828

Daily Program

-Afer Asr praver Hadis le cture
-Afer Facr Prayver TeachingQuran

Weekly Progam

-Every Saturday night at 10:15~11:00 pm,
speechabout Ishmic life

-Every Sunday after facr prayer teaching how

o prayer, u du ,azan etc,

Monthly Program

-Every month last saturday night,

-at 9:00 ~9:30 pm, questionansw er mee ing
-at 10:15 ~011:15 pm, teachingQ uran

-at 11:15 ~11:35 pm, lecture a bout Islamic life
-Kiamul Lail@a hedl Tahazzur)

-Discussiona hout almighey Allah

-Afer Facr praver teachingQ uran

-Afer Zohr praver hads studies

-Afer Asr prayer digussion about Tdam

Address: Anyang Magjid
618132, Anyang S-dong,
Anyang, Kyungg-do

* HIE LA 42 (Ueju Masjd)
AFEA £33 5030 Ao ou] AH1215F
Zgk ©64)712 1215 LH MBI 690-802

* At0|Of OtAX| = S ADF
ol AlE o7t
vl A] BA LSS 202677
718k 053 )523-2171
JAMIA MASTID TB MAN
ISLAMIC CENTER TAEGU
=202-0, Chuk Chan-dong, Dal Seo-gu, Daegu,
Korea,
el: 053)523-2171
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15 490 | 547 [1237 | 1624 1927 | 2058 - !

i 410 | 547 [12:36 | 1622 1025 | 2056 Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also, Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and

17 492 | 548 [12:36 | 1622 | 1924 | 2054 . . . .

1 473 | 549 [1:36 | 1822 ] 1923 | 2053 Jeolanam—do Provinces are same, But Busan city is 5 minutes before

19 494 [ 550 (1236 [ 1621 ] 1922 [2052 o ) . ) .
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