The Makki and Madani Surahs in Chronological
Order: al-Suyooti

In part of his celebrated manual of the Qur’anic sciences, Imam Jalal al-
Deen al-Suyooti dedicated one part of his chapter on the Makki and Madani
revelation to presenting several narrations from the salaf listing

which surahs are Makki or Madani and the chronological order of their
revelation. As you will see, we have organized some of these narrations
into charts in an effort to better present this information:
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Some material has been transmitted from ibn ‘Abbaas and others listing
the Makki and Madani surahs. I will start with what I have come across on
this topic and then follow that up with some comments where differences
occurred[1].
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Ibn Sa’d mentioned in his al-Tabaqaat: ... that Abu Salamah al-Hadhrami
said: I heard ibn ‘Abbaas say: I asked Ubay ibn Ka’b about which surahs of
the Qur’an were sent down in al-Madinah. He said, “Twenty-nine surahs
were revealed there, and the rest were revealed in Mecca.”
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In his book al-Naasikh wa’l-Mansookh, Abu Ja’far al-Nahhaas said: ... that
Abu ‘Amr ibn al-‘Alaa’[2] said: I asked Mujahid to give me a general outline
of the Qur’an — which parts were Madani and which parts were MakKi, so he
replied: I asked ibn ‘Abbaas about that and he said:

o Surah al-An’aam (06) was revealed all at once. It is Makki except for
three ayaat which were revealed in al-Madinah:
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Say: Come, I will recite ... [6:151-153]

until the end of those three ayaat.

o And the surahs which came before al-An’aam were madani surahs[3].

o Surah al-A’raaf (07), Yunus (10), Hud (11), Yusuf (12), al-

Ra’d (13), Ibrahim (14), al-Hijr (15), and al-Nahl (16) were all revealed in
Mecca, except for the last three ayaat of surah al-Nahl [16:126-128] which
were revealed between Mecca and al-Madinah as the Prophet was departing
from the Battle of al-Uhud.

o Surah al-Israa’ (17), al-Kahf (18), Maryam (19), Taha (20), al-Anbiyaa’ (21),
and al-Hajj (22) were also all revealed in Mecca, except for the the

three ayaat of surah al-Hajj:
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These two adversaries ... [22:19-21]

until the end of the three ayaat which were revealed in al-Madinah.

o Likewise, surah al-Mu’minoon (23), al-Furqan (25), and al-Shu’araa’ (26)
were all revealed in Mecca, except for the last five ayaat from:
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And the poets — only the deviators follow them [26:224-227]

until the end which were revealed in al-Madinah.

o Likewise surah al-Naml (27), al-Qasas (28), al-‘Ankaboot (29), al-
Room (30), and Lugman (31) were all revealed in Mecca, except for

three ayaat from surah Lugman which were revealed in al-Madinah:
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And if whatever trees upon the earth were pens ... [31:27-29]

until the end of those three ayaat.

o Surah al-Sajdah (32) was also revealed in Mecca except for three ayaat:
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Then is one who was a believer like one who was defiantly disobedient?
[32:18-20]

until the end of those three ayaat.

o Likewise, surah Saba’ (33), Fatir (35), Yasin (36), Saffat (37), Sad (38),
and al-Zumar (39) were all revealed in Mecca, except for three ayaat which
were revealed in al-Madinah about al-Wahshi, the killer of Hamzah:
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Say, “O My servants who have transgressed ... [39:53-55]
until the end of those three ayaat.

o Likewise, the seven Ha Meem surahs (40-46), Qaf (49), al-

Dhariyaat (51), al-Toor (52), al-Najm (53), al-Qamr (54), al-Rahman (55), al-
Wagqi’ah (56), al-Saff (61), and al-Taghaboon (64) were all revealed in Mecca
except for the end of surah al-Taghaboon (64:14-16) which was revealed in
al-Madinah.

o Likewise, al-Mulk (67), al-Qalam (68), al-Haqqah (69), al-
Ma’aarij (70), Nooh (71), al-Jinn (72), and al-Muzammil (73) were all
revealed in Mecca, except for two ayaat:
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Indeed, your Lord knows that you stand ... [73:20]

o Likewise, surah al-Mudathir (74) until the end of the Qur’an was all
revealed in Mecca, except for: al-Zalzalah (99), al-Nasr (110), al-
Ikhas (112), al-Falaq (113) and al-Nas (114), which are all Madani surahs.

o And surah al-Anfal (08), al-Tawbah (09), al-Noor (24), al-
Ahzab (33), Muhammad (47), al-Fath (48), al-Hujurat (49), and from al-

Hadeed (57) until al-Tahreem (66) were all revealed in al-Madinah.
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This was how he reported it in its full length, and its chain of narration is
good; all the men in the chain are trustworthy narrators from among the
well-known Arabic scholars
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[Arabic text translated and presented in chart below]
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al-Bayhagqi also said ... on the authority of Mujahid that ibn ‘Abbaas said,
“The first part of the Qur’an that Allah revealed to His prophet was surah
al-‘Alaq” and then he mentioned the same meaning as this hadith including
the surahs that were missing from the first narration in the midst of

the Makki surabhs.
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And al-Bayhagqi also said: this hadith is supported by another found in
the Tafsir of Muqatil and others, and it is sound despite being
a mursal hadith, as has been mentioned before.
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Ibn al-Dhurays said in al-Fadhaa’il al-Qur’an: ... that ibn ‘Abbaas said, “If
the beginning of a surah was revealed in Mecca it would be written down as
a Makki surah, and then Allah would add whatever He wished to it. And the
first part of the Qur’an that was revealed was ... [and he began

listing surahs as we have reproduced in the chart below].”
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In Fadhaa’il al-Qur’an, Abu ‘Ubayd mentioned that both Abdullah ibn Salih
and Mu’awiyah ibn Salih reported that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talhah said:

The surahs revealed in al-Madinah were:
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(02) al-Baqarah, (03) Aal ‘Imran, (04) al-Nisaa’, (05) al-Ma’idah, (08) al-
Anfal, (09) al-Tawbabh, (22) al-Hajj, (23) al-Noor, (33) al-

Ahzab, (47) Muhammad, (48) al-Fath, (57) al-Hadeed, (58) al-

Mujadalah, (59) al-Hashr, (60) al-Mumtahinah, (61) al-Saff, (64) al-
Taghaboon, (65) al-Talaaq, (66) al-Tahreem, (89) al-Fajr, (92) al-Layl, (97) al-
Qadr, (98) al-Bayyinah, (99) al-Zalzalah, and (110) al-Nasr.

All the rest were revealed in Mecca.
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Abu Bakr al-Anbari said ... that Qatadah said:
The surahs revealed in al-Madinah were:

(02) al-Baqarah, (03) Aal ‘Imran, (04) al-Nisaa’, (05) al-Ma’idah, (09) al-
Tawbah, (13) al-Ra’d, (16) al-Nahl, (22) al-Hajj, (23) al-Noor, (33) al-

Ahzab, (47) Muhammad, (48) al-Fath, (49) al-Hujurat, (57) al-Hadeed, (55) al-
Rahman, (58) al-Mujadalah, (59) al-Hashr, (60) al-Mumtahinah, (61) al-

Saff, (62) al-Jumu’ah, (63) al-Munafiqoon, (64) al-Taghabun, (65) al-

Talaaq, (66) al-Tahreem up until the 10th ayah, (99) al-Zalzalah, and

(110) al-Nasr.

And the rest of the Qur’an was revealed in Mecca.
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In his book, al-Naasikh wa’l-Mansookh, Abu’l-Hassan ibn al-Hassaar said,
“There are twenty surahs which are agreed to be Madani, twelve that are
differed over, and the rest are Makki by consensus.” He then presented this
information in some lines of poetry, saying:
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0 you who is asking about the Book of Allah, seeking to know the order of
its surahs
and how to choose the right position from the wrong

Ask Allah to help you know the right from wrong;
which parts came before the Hijrah and which parts came later on

as well as what was revealed in the country or the city, in order to know
what was abrogated

or later specified, as the judge refines his skills with some knowledge of
history

One finds conflicting reports about surah al-Fatihah
but surah al-Hijr leads us to know what is correct[4]

Umm al-Qur’an [al-Fatihah] was revealed in Umm al-Qurra [Mecca]
and the Basmallah before al-Hamdulillaah is not a part of the surah

After the hijrah of the best of creation
twenty surahs were revealed over the course of ten years

Four of the Seven Long surahs are the first of them
Then the fifth of five is surah al-Anfal with its striking verses

Then, if treating surah al-Tawbah as its own surabh, it is the sixth
Then comes surah al-Noor and surah al-Ahzab

Then the clear surah Muhammad, then al-Fath
Then al-Hujurat and al-Hadeed

Following that is al-Mujadalah, then al-Hashr
Then al-Mumtahinah and surah al-Munafiqoon

Then al-Jumu’ah, then al-Talaaq and al-Tahreem
and then al-Nasr, which alerted the Prophet to his impending death



These are the surahs that are agreed to be Madani
But there have been differing reports regarding some others

There are disagreements as to when surah al-Ra’d was revealed
but most say that it is Makki, and likewise with al-Rahman

As evidenced by what the Jinn said about it
Likewise with al-Saff, as you know, and then al-Taghaboon and the
warnings of al-Mutaffifoon

Surah al-Qadr and its special promise for this ummah
as well as al-Bayyinah and al-Zalzalah — which you should take as a
warning!

Also there is al-Ikhlaas, a surah describing our Creator
and al-Falaq and al-Nas, repelling harm as decreed

Those are the surahs with conflicting narrations
and perhaps within surahs there are ayaat that are exceptions

And everything else that was revealed is Makki
with no disagreements about that position

And not every disagreement is worthy of consideration
only those disagreements which stand on a good foundation

[al-Itqaan fee ‘Uloom al-Qur’an 1/56-61]

[1] Translator’s Note: The current translation is limited to the first part of
al-Suyooti’s promise, i.e. that he would begin by listing the narrations he
had come across from the salaf on this topic. As for the second part of his
promise, i.e. the follow-up comments about differences of opinions, then
al-Suyooti made this into a separate section which may be translated in the
future.

[2] Translator’s Note: Abu ‘Amr ibn al-‘Alaa’ al-Basri [d. 154 AH] was one of
the seven famous reciters of the qiraa’aat, i.e. al-Dowri ‘an Abi ‘Amr and al-
Sousi ‘an Abi ‘Amr.

[3] Translator’s Note: It would appear that ibn ‘Abbaas meant the
large surahs before surah al-An’aam and not surah al-Fatihah, as he is
recorded elsewhere as saying that surah al-Fatihah is a Makki surah.
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